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SECTION 1: PLAN SUMMARY

The seven-year program of open space improvemesgemed

in this report contains the following key elements:

*Continued restoration of parks and playgrounds wih
emphasis on high-use facilities in densely populate
neighborhoods.

*Continued implementation of the Forest Park MasterPlan.
*A continuation of the lakes and ponds restoratiomprogram.

*Management of non-point source water pollution and
compliance with NPDES regulations

*Conservation Commission acquisition of land with wetland
or wildlife value, forest management, as well as &il and
hazard tree maintenance on existing properties.

siImplementation of the Springfield Bike and Pedestian
Complete Streets Master Plan.

*Promote the maturation and continued growth of cormunity
gardens and urban agriculture.

*Aggressive implementation of a non-native/invasivepecies
vegetation management program.

eInitiation/implementation of programs that will pr omote
recreational uses of the Connecticut River Walk and
Bikeway as well as planning for connections fromhie River

Walk to existing recreational facilities and otherdestinations.

As with the previous plans, this plan is an amhbgione that

expands on the concept that a well maintained sysfgarks,

playgrounds and natural areas play a vital rofénquality of urban
life.

Recent projects, such as the completion of theroAppleseed and
Camp Wilder Parks, the in progress Phaneuf Enviemai Center, as
well as the continuous upgrades of all open spegasdave greatly
benefited from and will continue to require fedeaat state
governments extending financial support througmigpaograms.

INDIAN LEAP, CHICOPEERIVER
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SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose of Plan

The Open Space Plan for FY 15 through FY 21 setk 0
comprehensive park and conservation land improvepreigram for
the benefit of the residents of Springfield anddreld; It establishes a
framework for guiding city expenditures in the einguseven years
and identifies potential federal and state fundiagrces for proposed
activities. Approval of the Plan, by the MassacligsExecutive
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Divisi@f Conservation
Services, establishes eligibility for financial popt from federal and
state agencies for a wide range of park, conservaind recreational
programs.

The Plan updates an open space plan prepared &a2@D
components of programs first proposed in the egulens are
scheduled in the current plan. Projects such asovements to Forest
Park, the City’s largest and most heavily used panki the pond and
lakes restoration program, are on-going and datk tmathe early
1980’s. These are long term projects with scopasgh beyond any
one Seven Year Open Space Plan.

All recommendations within this plan can only predevith support
from local, state and federal agencies and thdeats of Springfield.

B. Planning Process and Public Participation

The Office of Planning & Economic DevelopmentThe Office of
Planning & Economic Development is the central piag agency of
the city. As such, it provides services and overadirdination for a
number of other city departments. Our planners tasira continuous
dialog with the neighborhood councils and civicuge to ensure input
during the planning process.

Coordination is an ongoing function of the OffideRlanning &
Economic Development related to its responsibditpreparing and

maintaining a comprehensive plan for the develogroéthe city.
With respect to open space and recreation planoowdination is
achieved in a number of ways: A member of the Ramimission
serves on the Planning Board and both the Histicaina Riverfront
Development Commissions are staffed by Office ahRing &
Economic Development personnel. Moreover, the @ffitPlanning
& Economic Development has traditionally providedrnming services
for both the Department of Parks, Buildings & Retien
Management and Conservation Commission and acgbydessumed
the lead role in plan preparation and coordinatibtihe 1985, 1992,
1997, 2002 and 2008 Open Space Plans.

The Department of Parks, Buildings & Recreation Maragement:
The Department of Parks, Buildings & Recreatiomiigement
(PBRM) has an annual budget of approximately $llianidollars
and has a full-time staff of 105 employees, supglaed by 280
seasonal lifeguards, recreation leaders and labhokerommission
consisting of five members appointed by the Mayves as the
policy-making body for the departmernthe parks department has
acquired 6 new properties either expanding existing facilities or
creating brand new parks since 2008.

The mission of the Springfield Park and Recrealdepartment is to
improve residents’ quality of life by maintaininggimproving the
City’s parks and open space, offering a diversgeanf recreation
programs, as well as maintaining and improvingralhicipal and
City-owned facilities and schools.

The provision of neighborhood level programmingerees the most
emphasis by the department, and attendance fiquiesite that these
efforts are successful. Highest use levels occthraste facilities which
serve low income and minority neighborhoods. Artd erafts, roller
skating, bicycling, picnics, swimming, track andldi, and athletic
contests are examples of playground activitiesdhabffered. (See
Appendix 1)

The Recreation Division offers a variety of progeafor youth and
young adults with disabilities from ages threewerity-one, and year



round programs for adults with disabilities. Thezafic recreation
programs are staffed by individuals who are traimettherapeutic
recreation. The programs include crafts, swimmaugptive activities,
cooking, trips, and special events, and are opé&wotio residents and
nonresidents. Many activities are designed to jpie@earry-over skills
that can facilitate independence in self-care.

General park, terrace, and open space mainten&orgp\aith
maintenance of all park buildings and equipmenthésresponsibility
of the Maintenance Division. The Department als® &&orestry
division which is responsible for a tree nursergimenance of all city
trees, and special projects such as reforestatiareias of the City
affected by the June 1, 2011 Tornado and Octohe2@EL nor’easter.

The Horticulture Division is responsible for hotitural exhibits;
landscaping, the park greenhouse, two golf couasdsa skating rink
are operated by the Department of Parks, Build&aéecreation
Management as well.

The facilities division is responsible for all asfgeof the maintenance,
repair, and daily building operations of all mupal, school buildings,
and grounds. PBRM is committed to maintaining ausliz building
and city vehicles in a manner that will sustairage iealthy and
productive learning, and working environment fag titccupants and
visitors of all of our schools, municipal buildingad grounds.

The Facilities Division is responsible for maintagp all municipal
buildings and infrastructure. The department eesshe
maintenance needs of 52 School Buildings, 10 Liesathe
Municipal Group (City Hall, Symphony Hall and theu@panile), and
all city aquatic facilities, as well as various maments and other
municipal facilities. The department includes @ig/'s Tradesmen
Association.

The Conservation Commissionin February 1960, the Springfield
Common Council and Board of Alderman voted to atCGapter 40,
Section 8C of the General Laws authorizing esthbient of a

Conservation Commission “for the promotion and dgyment of the

natural resources and for the protection of theewagsources” of the
city. Under the provisions of the law, the Comnuossimay acquire
land by gift, purchase, grant, bequest, deviseasd, or take land by
eminent domain, provided such taking is approved two-thirds
vote of the City Council. Land acquired by the Cossion remains
essentially in its natural state, except for taaitl plant identification
signs. All conservation land is open to the genpualic for passive
recreation and educational use.

The Commission adopted an updated land acquigtiogram in
February of 1984 which has served as a basis éorettommendations
contained in the 1985, 1992, 1997, 2002 and 20Gh@pace Plans.
Due to financial restraints and the decreasinglavidity of large
portions of land with conservation value, the Cossian primarily
acquires property through private donations anditi@xtakings to
supplement its existing inventory of protected le®dce 2008, the
Commission has protected over 75 additional acres of undevel oped
forest and wetland. This revised plan will focus on improving
management of land already acquired.

In addition to its land acquisition program, thenServation
Commission has the ongoing responsibility of enfggdGL Chapter
131s. 40, the Wetlands Protection Act. The Comminss composed
of seven members appointed by the Mayor.

Public Participation: In order to elicit public input on important
policy issues, an online survey was conduathiditing over 260
responses (appendix VI). The results of the survey are included in this
plan are reflected in our targeted goals. Copi¢seoOpen Space plan
were posted on the City website, distributed toaliles, the Mayor’s
office and neighborhood council offices. Publicooents were
solicited at Planning Board hearings, Conservaflommission
hearings, and Parks Commission hearings, and cogesdistributed
to various non-profit organizations for review,qurto final editing

and submission to the Executive Office of Energy Bnvironmental
Affairs. Of particular note was the public engagetprocess
following the June 2011 tornado. A 5 neighborhamaster plan was
created from numerous public meetings that wereriided in



English and Spanish in local newspapers, onlinevatidcold call
phone outreach. Many elements that were incorpdiato the
tornado recovery master plan are also identifietienOpen Space
Plan.

Environmental Justice Populations:As one can see in the maps
section, the majority of Springfield residents epasidered in one or
more environmental justice populations. Minoritstss, income and
English isolation designations are mapped througti@City. This
status compels open space managers to providatiec
opportunities for all populations regardless ofigeconomic status.
An analysis of recreational facilities shows theg vast majority of
parks and open space can be accessed within Yohailbus stop and
residents can walk to a park in less than 10 mgulew park and
renovation projects have occurred or are set tardocall the
neighborhoods of Springfield. Our downtown neigtitoods are
lacking in large open space areas for recreafidns challenge is due
to the lack of usable area, therefore the goa make transportation
access easier to our larger sites. Planting tredscing emissions,
restoring water quality and public participatioe aitl goals of this
plan to increase the health our residents, pastiyuthe at risk
populations.

Publication of public engagement meetings are doispanish, the
largest minority population in Springfield, as wadl English. During
the outreach portion of this project, special cdesation was given to
underserved communities in poor, minority and noglieh speaking
populations through phone messaging, presentaiomsighborhood
groups, providing copies of the plan digitally aslivas physically at
City Hall and all major libraries.

As with the previous Open Space Plans, if this gao be effective, it
must represent the desires of the citizens of §fieia. Public
comment has been sought during the preparatidmegblan, and
further comments or suggestions on any aspecioptan are
welcome, as it evolves over the next several y&arslic comment is
also continuously urged as various recommendatiotie plan are
implemented by the City.
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SECTION 3: COMMUNITY SETTING

A. Regional Context

The City of Springfield is located in southwestétassachusetts in the
scenic Connecticut River Valley. It is a city &3,060 inhabitants
and the center of a metropolitan area of more B@H000 people.
Springfield is bordered on the north by the CityGdficopee
(population 55,298) and the Town of Ludlow (22,1a8) the east by
the town of Wilbraham (14,219); on the south bytthens of East
Longmeadow (15,720) and Longmeadow (15,784); anosacdhe
Connecticut River on the west by the cities of Agaw(28,438) and
West Springfield (28,391).

The Connecticut River, which flows north to soutlough the Pioneer
Valley, is one of New England’s major waterwaysorlginates near
the Canadian border, and its drainage basin obDlsguare miles
includes portions of Quebec, New Hampshire, Vermont
Massachusetts, and Connecticut. At the Memorimldggrin
Springfield, it has drained 9,102 square milesl987, this 410 mile
long river was designated as one of 14 Americarnt&tgr Rivers. The
American Heritage Rivers initiative is an innovatresponse to help
river communities seek federal assistance and o#iseurces to meet
some tough challenges. Without any new regulatiomgrivate
property owners, state, local and tribal governsethe American
Heritage Rivers initiative is about making moraaéint and effective
use of existing federal resources, cutting redstapd lending a
helping hand.

The Connecticut River has had a profound impad¢herdevelopment
of Springfield and the surrounding region. It sshas an important
transportation route into interior New England éarly settlers and
traders and later provided a source of power fanufecturing.

Today, Springfield is the major urban center fop&yment, culture,
commerce and government in Western Massachus#ftb. a land

area of 31.7 square miles, it has an average gasfsabout 5,000
persons per square mile.

B. History of the Community

Springfield was founded in 1636 by William Pynchafrthe
Massachusetts Bay Company. He chose the sitedoelv settlement
because of its proximity to the Connecticut Rived ¢he huge
population of beaver living along its shores. Fe#lement was
incorporated as a town in 1641 and named afterlyris birthplace
in England.

Springfield’s isolation and inaccessibility detenad its selection in
1777 as the site for an arsenal and munitionsisboige. It was felt
that Springfield was not vulnerable to attack fraar vessels because
the river became shallow downriver from the Spiiglgfsettiement.
After the war’s end, President George Washingtah@uongress
approved establishment of the nation’s first Feld&ranory in
Springfield.

At first, Springfield grew slowly, reaching a poptibn of only 1,574
by 1790. However, the creation of the armory i84lfiad a dramatic
impact on the community, with an increase of newexnincluding
immigrants, coming here to fill job slots. The L@entury ushered in
a sizable expansion of industry along the bankb@fConnecticut
River. Springfield became an important rail juootivhen several key
lines were laid linking Springfield with other nbdastern cities. By
1840, the seeds of a new manufacturing villagediah Orchard were
sown, with water power from the Chicopee Riveraating large
textile operations. In 1852, Springfield was irpmmmated as a city and
established a municipal government with a mayoarthof alderman,
and common council.

The city experienced an economic boom during thvd @iar as
employment at the Armory increased from 200 to @,6By 1870
Springfield’s “sandy un-improvable pine barrensreveansformed
into its first suburban planned residential deveiept, known as the
McKnight District. Besides laying out streets amndting up parcels



for Victorian residences, the plan called for theation of green
terraces, parks and fountains, all surviving todakiis was repeated in
the evolution of another suburban neighborhoodoirest Park

Heights after the 1890’s.

Rapid and diversified industrial growth occurredidg the late 19th
century with the production of textiles, tools, ymtes and railroad cars
in addition to small arms. The nation’s first autabile was
manufactured in Springfield by the brothers Chaaled Frank

Duryea. Another Springfield invention was the pawered
motorcycle produced by George Hendee in 1902.

With some of Springfield’s working class neighbosdde becoming
extremely congested and lacking any significannaeereational
space, a few visionary citizens donated land i31t8&reate Forest
Park, a multi-purpose recreational area of overat38s. From this
time until the early 20th century, smaller playgrds and parks were
set aside throughout Springfield.

An era of prosperity followed the turn of the cagtuThe population
more than doubled between 1900 and 1930, incre&sing62,059 to
149,900. Business and industry flourished andra¢fiems, including
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance, Westinghodtiserloid
(Monsanto), Diamond Match, Wason Car Works and AcaerBosch,
built new facilities. Many of the buildings whiatill form an
important part of the city’s architectural fabriese constructed during
this period and, in 1923, the city issued its firgtster plan. Forest
Park was connected to downtown by streetcar anchvpagpular place
for Sunday outings.

The depression of the 1930’s caused Springfieldge jobs and
population. Not until World War 1l did the economgcover. The
Armory ran three shifts, employing more workerg thaver had, and
military contracts boosted employment in other Sgfield firms.

Easy credit in the post-war era spurred low depaityo-oriented
development which by the early 1970’s had consumest of the
woodland and agricultural fields in the easterri bathe city. The

dominance of the automobile continued through &)X as two
interstate highways were completed through Spretgyfi While the
population of Springfield declined by more than(®®) residents
between 1960 and 1980, the population of suburbamwnities
skyrocketed.

Although a surge of downtown office and housingstasction
occurred in the mid-1980’s, the economic downtufeciing all of
New England slowed new development. This placed frsnal
constraints on the city’s ability to preserve temaining natural
wetlands of ecological value, and maintain andoresthe city’s many
parks that were set aside for public enjoymentr@vipus decades. In
the late 1990’s however, the City of Springfieldllseen a new surge
in housing development. A number of new subdivisiand
downtown market rate residential units have beerstrocted or
rehabilitated throughout the city and more are péah This upturn in
housing can be attributed to the real estate markegiow interest
rates.

C. Population Characteristics

Population Trends: The U.S. Census Bureau recorded a 2010
population of 153,060 for Springfield. This repets an increase of
978 persons during the 2000-2010 inter-censuabgefine U.S.
Census Bureau recorded a 2000 population of 152@¥8pringfield.
During this time there was a decrease of 4,90lopsrduring the
years of 1990-2000. Between 1960 and 1980 Spridgéeperienced a
loss of more than 20,000 residents due to the bgkamd a declining
birth rate. Although there was an increase in pajoath projected for
the City of Springfield in 2000, the trends for adtan living and the
reduction of multi-family housing stock has attitiéd to the loss.

Only modest gains are forecast for the future. Basecurrent trends,
an increase of less than 4,000 persons is forémaSpringfield during
the next three decades. These projections magwse, be modified
by changing social and economic factors which cabeanticipated
at this time.



Percentage of Population Change: 2000-2010

City of Springfield +0.7%
Hampden County Less than a 1% change
Massachusetts +5.5%
United States +13.1%

Population Change

D

Year Population Population Chang
1950 162,390 | -
1960 174,463 +12,845 (+7.4%)
1970 163,905 -10,586 (-6.1%)
1980 152,319 -11,586 (-7.1%)
1990 156,983 +4,664 (+3.1%)
2000 152,082 -4,901 (-3.2%)
2010 153,060 +978 (+0.7%)
Projections
2020 160,914 +2,246 (+1.4%)
2030

Minority Group Population: The number of Black and Hispanic
residents in the population continues to increasktiae proportion of
youth in these minority groups is greater thanrthesportion in the
population as a whole. Springfield’s Black resigenumbering
33,023 constituted 21 percent of the city’s 2010ypation.

Minority Population Increase: 2000-2010
Black 1,551 4.9%
Asian 2,916 44%
Other 25,016 31%

Hispanic 11,508 27.8%

Although small in number, Asians were again théestsgrowing
racial group, growing from 2,916 in 2000 to 3,082010. This is a
44% increase in the Asian population.

Again, the Hispanic community showed a dramaticaase in
population between 2000 and 2010, nearly doubhrgjae from
41,343 to 52,867.

(It should be noted that Hispanics do not congtituseparate racial
group as the accompanying chart portrays.) WHheelBand Hispanic
residents are still concentrated in densely settledr-city
neighborhoods, 2010 census data show a greatezedefyminority
group dispersion than in previous census years.

Age Structure of the Population:Springfield’s median age increased
from 29.2 years in 1980 to 30.6 years in 1990 t® 312000. During
the 1980'’s, the population experienced significaateases in the
number of children under five years old and in2be44 age group.
Corresponding losses occurred for persons 15-241a+6#. All other
age categories remained relatively constant, imetudersons 65 and
older.

The population density, particularly the densityhad youth
population, is an important factor in planning fark facilities and
recreation programs. Both the Black and Hispaojubations have a
significantly lower median age than the white nasgdnic



population, and a high percentage of the minoriyydation is under
18.

The distribution of the youth population among 8gfield’s
neighborhoods is shown in the table on the follgypage and also
depicted by census tract on the map, “2000 Populainder 18”.
Neighborhoods with a much higher percentage oftythan average
include Old Hill, Memorial Square, McKnight, Bayn@&Six Corners,
all with high minority populations. Other areagiwa concentrated
youth population include Indian Orchard and powioh East Forest
Park and Forest Park.

Economic Analysis:Springfield serves as the commercial, financial
and cultural center of Western Massachusetts. dsatlrth largest
city in New England, Springfield maintains a diveeeconomic base,
with significant clusters in finance, healthcar@yeation, and skilled
manufacturing. These sectors are driven in pag bignificant
headquarters presence of companies like MassMEinanhce,
Baystate Health, and Smith & Wesson as well asnabeun of mid-
sized companies and higher education institutidhs.city is also
home to a host of significant development projeciderway including
the $800 million mixed use MGM Springfield projewathich will

bring new entertainment, retail, movie theatreafisk rink, and
market rate apartments to the city’s downtown.dditon, CNR
Railways announced a $60 million facility to comstrrail cars for the
MBTA Boston, a facility that will serve as the tifdorth American
location for this China based company. The citptigh its
Springfield Redevelopment Authority is also in th&st of an $80
million rehabilitation of historic Union Stationfoeuse as an
intermodal transit hub, which will include new commer rail
connections to Hartford, New Haven and beyondti& 2016.
According to the Massachusetts Executive Offickalfor and
Workforce, Springfield continued a strong surg@im performance in
2015, with unemployment falling 2.7% from April, 2Oto April,
2015. The April, 2015 unemployment number of 7.8%he lowest
mark in the city since the Great Recession. Mastnedata indicates
the number of unemployed people in Springfield priA2014 was at

6,556 — a number that has been reduced to 4,88frihof 2015.

That unemployment rate now stands at its loweseskirebruary, 2008,
a period of time when a national mortgage cristb\&orld market
decline caused significant economic impacts. déixisected with larger
employment projects such as MGM Springfield and GRi#Rways
coming online in the coming years that the posiéwgloyment trend
will continue.

Age and Sex of Population
Age Male Female Total
Under 5 years 5,824 5,782 11,606
5t09 6,604 6,341 12,945
10to 14 6,452 6,052 12,504
15t0 19 6,306 6,037 12,343
20to 24 5,837 6,186 12,023
25t0 34 9,997 11,249 21,246
35to 44 10,359 11,502 21,861
45to0 54 8,175 9,495 17,670
55 to 59 2,839 3,398 6,237
60 to 64 2,102 2,639 4,741
65 to 74 3,898 5,347 9,245
75 to 84 2,743 4,572 7,315
85 T and 666 1,680 2,346
Total 71,802 80,280 152,082




Major Employers: City of Springfield

Company # Employees
1. Baystate Medical Center 9,200
2. MassMutual Life Insurance Co. 4,033
3. U.S. Postal Service 2,267
4. Sister of Providence Health Systems 1,849
5. Smith and Wesson 1,167
6. Springfield Technical Comm. College 1,018
7. Springfield College 1,005
8. Western New England University 851
9. Big Y 727
10. Behavioral Health Network 615

CNRRAILWAYS RENDERING
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Youth Population by Neighborhood

Neighborhood Total Population Under 18 Percent Ui8e
Bay 4,506 1,407 31.2%
Boston Road 4,156 1,102 26.5%
Brightwood 3,912 1,405 35.9%
East Forest Park 10,440 2,160 20.7%
East Springfield 6,207 1,514 24.4%
Forest Park 23,756 6,507 27.4%
Indian Orchard 8,669 2,624 30.3%
Liberty Heights 18,744 5,205 27.8%
McKnight 5,069 1,531 30.2%
Memorial Square 4,134 1,230 29.8%
Metro Center 6,752 1,395 20.7%
Old Hill 4,471 1,653 37.0%
Pine Point 10,318 2,763 26.8%
Six Corners 6,767 1,992 29.4%
Sixteen Acres 24,254 5,461 22.5%
South End 3,016 1,166 38.7%
Upper Hill 7,999 1,942 24.3%
Total 153,170 41,057 26.8%
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This data suggests a heavy reliance on publidtiasilfor recreation
by a large segment of Springfield’s population.low income
neighborhoods, the city’s parks and playgroundsagmemary outlet
for recreational activity.

Median Household Percent Below
Income Poverty Level
Massachusetts $66,658 11%
Hampden County $49,729 17.1%
Springfield $35,163 28.7%

D. Growth and Development Patterns

Patterns and Trends:Springfield’s Central Business District (CBD)
is on the banks of the Connecticut River on theterasboundary of
the city. It was here that the founders of the e&tablished a trading
center in the days when the river served as anri@piotransportation
route. Within approximately two miles of the doawn, most of the
residential development is multi-family. Densitgrsidually diminish
outward from the CBD and much of the eastern Hate city is
occupied by single-family homes. One exceptiaésindian
Orchard neighborhood in the northeastern cornénetity. It
developed as a physically separate community anthimy respects
duplicates the features of the city as a whole wigmall mixed-use
center surrounded by high density residential use.

Industrial development is concentrated in the Basingfield
neighborhood on several hundred acres of indugtaid land,
although lesser amounts of industry are found atbedChicopee
River and along the major railroad corridors. TEhare no agricultural
uses remaining in the city.

Density: In general terms, Springfield can be describea as
predominantly residential city with development sites decreasing
from west to east. The oldest neighborhoods sadimg the Metro
Center core of the City have the highest levelagdwation density.
This would include multi-story apartment building \aell as
numerous two and three family homes. As developmew in the
1950’s and 1960’s density went down significantifthe surrounding
suburban neighborhoods located in the outer ringeity.

Transportation Networks: Springfield’s parks and conservation areas
are readily accessible via an extensive systertredts and highways
and a public transit network.

Two interstate highways, 1-91 and I-291, as welé@geral major
intra-city arterials, provide direct connectionsrir residential areas to
many of the city’s major parks. The extent of lileal street system
can be seen on the Open Space Map.

Several of the larger parks, including Forest Pgdg Horn Park and
Blunt Park, have internal roadways maintained biRFB Off-street
parking areas have been constructed in communiks ehere
organized activities draw participants and specsdtom beyond
neighborhood boundaries. Beginning in June 198Ricle access to
Forest Park was regulated and a fee was initiafeldicle fees have
also been established at Five Mile Pond Park andtBark.

Public transportation in Springfield, and twentystaurrounding
communities, is sponsored by the Pioneer ValleyditaAuthority
(PVTA). The PVTA provides bus service through ofiagacontracts
with private carriers using federal and state silibsito offset
operating deficits.

PVTA operates numerous routes, all of which origgna downtown
Springfield and extend outward to various residegmeighborhoods.
Some of the runs reach into suburban communifiéss network
allows riders to transfer from one route to anotiteheir common



junction in downtown, providing access to all partshe city. Service
is available six days a week, Monday through Satyirdenerally from
5 PM to 9 PM, with headways varying from 10 to 3dmes. One
other company under contract to PVTA, Peter Pan@uspany,
operates routes in less densely populated portib8gringfield and
provides intercity express service within the ragio

In addition to fixed route service, PVTA providesr@-transit services
for the elderly, people with disabilities and lowcome groups.
Doorstep services are provided on an on-call basis para-transit
vehicles are generally equipped with hydraulisltth accommodate
wheelchairs.

Overall, transit services are adequate to meedehgands of the
recreational traveler. Several parks, includirgdity’s three largest
and its only outdoor natural swimming area at file Pond, are
directly on transit routes. Para-transit servecavailable for attendees
of the Recreation Division’s activities for the efty and people with
disabilities.

Cycling and Pedestrians/Complete Streets:

From 2012 to 2014 the City in partnership with Bheneer Valley
Planning Commission and many local non-profit orgaiions
developed a Complete Streets Pedestrian and BiEyate Through
extensive public engagement and data collected €dyn
departments, a guide was developed to “[improvegss to bicycling
and walking opportunities [to] better the qualifylite for all
Springfield residents”. A copy of this plan isaathed as Appendix VI.

Springfield Water and Sewer CommissionThe Springfield Water
and Sewer Commission was organized on June 7, dp8a6sote of
the Springfield City Council in accordance with Mashusetts
General Laws, Chapter 40N. The governing bodytisee member
commission appointed by the Mayor of the City ofigfield and
approved by the City Council. The commissionersrasponsible for
establishing the policies and procedures for effitivater and sewer
operations.

The Water and Sewer commission is currently stdffed50
individuals who transferred to the commission orrdhe28, 1997
from the previous municipal water and sewer depamnts
Commission employees and operations are adminisbgréhe
Executive Director. The commission is not a departhof the City of
Springfield, however, they work closely with citgmhartments to
provide ratepayers with the best possible waterveastewater
services.

Drinking water originates at Borden Brook and Cellldlountain
Reservoirs, in the towns of Blandford and Granvillkis water is
filtered and disinfected at the West Parish Filieatment Plant in
Westfield, and stored at the distribution resereoifProvin Mountain,
Agawam. From there it travels to the City of Spfielgl and
surrounding communities through large size carryimagns and then
through smaller mains and service pipes to thewass. Littleville
Reservoir located in Chesterfield provides backwmaper supplies.
The West Parish Filters Plant is designed to predyrcto 120 million
gallons of water per day; the average use is 34llmmgallons per
day. The commission distributes water to homesharsthesses in
Springfield and Ludlow and wholesales water tottvens of
Agawam, East Longmeadow and Longmeadow.

Wastewater leaves the households, businessesdumtries within
Springfield and surrounding communities includingafvam,
Chicopee, East Longmeadow, Longmeadow, Ludlow, k&flbm and
West Springfield and travels through the sewerectitbn system and
pumping stations to the Springfield Regional Wasttew Treatment
Facility (SRWTF) located along Route 5 in Agawanme®f the
largest most modern facilities in New England, 8RN TF is
designed to treat up to 67 million gallons of wastter per day; an
average of 44 million gallons of wastewater is olghand released to
the Connecticut River each day.

The Springfield Water and Sewer Commission servyaspalation of
approximately 260,000. It is expected that the wanel wastewater



systems will adequately meet the demands of Speildghnd the
surrounding communities throughout the foreseehiblee.

Long Term Development Patterns:Springfield is an urban
community with limited land available for new demement. There
are approximately 1,560 acres of vacant land ircityerepresenting
7.5 percent of the total land area. However, mdchevacant
acreage consists of small lots interspersed thrawtgbtherwise built-
up areas. Some of the vacant land in the low teresidential
neighborhoods of eastern Springfield is margind#yelopable and
has been researched by the Conservation Commissianquisition
of parcels with conservation value. Other vacat# in our densely
populated urban areas, have become the focuswadning
movement in urban agriculture. The City, workihgngside local
non-profits such as Gardening the Community, hasldped
Community Garden Regulations helping guide theveldg@ment of
potentially contaminated lots with urban agricustur

Considering the limited amount and dispersed naitivacant land,
Springfield can be viewed as having achieved mawirbuild-out.
Future development will consist of continued in-diévelopment
along with redevelopment of older commercial centercluding
downtown, and inner-city neighborhoods. A majaftsh the general
land use pattern is not anticipated nor is the [atjon level expected
to change dramatically in the foreseeable futurdatt, at the current
rate of population growth, it will be well into tmext century before
the population once again reached the 1960 U.SsuSecount of
about 175,000 residents.

Ecological impacts from new growth will be minima.ublic
investments will, for the most part, be directeddods upgrading
existing infrastructure, redeveloping existing coenamal and
industrial centers and improving existing resid@neighborhoods.
With regard to open space resources, the emphdabkizsevon
restoration and enhancement of land and facilgiessady in public
ownership, although some undeveloped wetlandseamrmended for
protection through Conservation Commission owngxshi

Zoning is the city’'s most important legal instrurh@r protecting
existing land uses and guiding new developmentingjteld’s zoning
ordinance defines twenty land use districts, tiofeghich are
designed to protect and enhance the city’s natasalurces. One is a
floodplain district, which is an overlay distriabterminous with the
flood hazard areas designated by the National Hiosarance
Administration. It regulates development in th®-4@ar floodplain.
A second overlay district is the Connecticut Rivent District. It is
intended to “...promote and protect the natural @@sthetic qualities
of the river.” Most uses in the Riverfront Distrare subject to review
and approval by the Riverfront Development Comroissihe third is
the West Columbus Avenue Urban Renewal Districts @rstrict was
created to accommodate the development of thefroverwithin the
West Columbus Avenue Urban Renewal Plan in a manner
“...respectful of and in keeping with the natunatiaesthetic qualities
of the Connecticut River for the overall welfaretioé general
public...”

The Office of Planning & Economic Development, watlsmart
Growth Grant from the Executive Office of Envirornmiel Affairs, has
completed the re-drafting the city’s Zoning OrdioanThis project
was started in March 2006 and was enacted May 18.2@hportant
landscaping issues such as buffers, interior laaplag of parking
areas, size and locations of parking areas, opa&tesetc. have been
addressed.

One of the major goals of the project is to implabte plan review
for the city. This site plan review will help totber incorporate smart
growth principles into commercial and residentievelopment. The
site plan review will be designed to incorporatasiwater issues as
well.

Non-Profit Partnerships: Numerous non-profit entities have provided
invaluable input and support to further essentimirenmental health
initiatives. Here are several of note:

Following the tornado of 2011 and numerous sevierens since then,
ReGreen Springfield was created to aid the Citgplanting areas



devastated by storms. Thousands of trees havepbeated and their
initiatives, in conjunction with the City Forestmyjll continue to
promote our green spaces.

Gardening the Community is “a food justice orgahraengaged in
youth development, urban agriculture and sustaiibhg to build
healthy and equitable communities”. It is throyogintnerships with
groups such as this that have created the Spriddimod Policy
Council. The 2014 Food In The City report, comnaised the Food
Policy Council, is incorporated into this report.

The Pioneer Valley Rowing Club has energized tleeaighe City’'s
greatest natural asset, the Connecticut River. gfbep leases space
at Springfield’s North Riverfront Park to “To promeariver-based
sporting activities, to develop river access, amcberage recreation in
the Greater Springfield metropolitan area.”
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SECTION 4: ENVIRONMENTAL |INVENTORY

AND ANALYSIS

A. Geology, Topography and Soils

Geology and Topography:Geologically speaking, Springfield is part
of the Connecticut Valley Lowlands, a north-sowhlfed area with
adjacent uplands rising both to the east and wekeovalley floor.
Surface topography is characterized by terracesiahds formed
during the melting of huge glacial lakes which oegéended from
near the Massachusetts-Vermont line south to Middie,
Connecticut. Triassic sedimentary formations uleléne valley

floor. In Springfield, they are overlain by uncohdated surface
deposits of varying depth except for small areaSixteen Acres and
East Forest Park where the bedrock nears the surfac

Remnants of glacial activity are evident throughibet city, and some
of the unique glacial features have been presanvednservation
areas such as Indian Orchard Kame, Delta HillsdPves and White
Cedar Bog. The terrain is broken by a number admdering streams
with relatively flat gradients. Small lakes andchde are also
numerous, some man-made and some of glacial origin.

Lookout Hill, in the southeastern part of the cis/the highest point
with an elevation of about 335 feet above mearieses. Lowest
elevations are found along the Connecticut Rivéictvflows from
north to south along the western boundary of the dlormal water
surface elevations on the river are approximatéljeét above sea
level as it passes the city.

Soils: It is estimated that more than four-fifths of heface soils
within the city have been modified during the pixef urbanization,
including all those soils in what was once the diplain of the
Connecticut River.

In 1971, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, SadrServation
Service (SCS) classified the soils of 4,874 acféara representing

23 percent of the total area of the city. Approxiety one-half of the
surveyed acres were located in public parks andereation areas and
one-half within vacant, privately-owned land. e twenty years
since the survey was completed, most of the vacantpublic land
has been consumed by urban development.

Seventy-seven percent of the land surveyed by S&Soacupied by
soils of the Windsor-Hinckley-Made-Land Soil Asstiton. These
are excessively drained sandy and gravelly soitsioimg on level to
moderately sloped land. Except for organic mucids@eat found in
kettle holes and other depressions, all soils oin§peld are
characteristically sandy, reflecting the geologiogess of water
sorting in their formation. SCS mapped over onedned separate
locations ranging in size from less than 1 acrevier 700 acres
(Forest Park).(See Appendix for USDA Soils Maps)

B. Landscape Character

As an urban community, Springfield’s landscape ati@r can be
described within the context of three broad categaelated to the
density of urban development.

The most densely developed region is the floodméathe
Connecticut River. The city’s central businessritisis located here
along with many other commercial and industriatreits that
developed along north-south transportation corsdioithe city’s early
history.

A second category includes the medium and highigeresidential
neighborhoods that were established on riverimades east of the
floodplain. This district is characterized by @bsspaced one to three
family wood frame residences interspersed withkomailti-family
structures. Concentrations of neighborhood stcaesbe found at the
confluence of major streets. Historic districtghe McKnight and
Forest Park neighborhoods are included in thisgoate

A third level of urban density is found in the laensity residential
districts of eastern Springfield. Here the langsceharacter is



typically a suburban area with a predominance efsingle family
home and auto-oriented shopping districts. This thia last area of
Springfield to be developed and it contains manghefcity’s
undeveloped parks and conservation areas.

Each of these three districts gradually blends waitbther forming
diversified transition zones. The Indian Orchaschmunity is
atypical of this west to east transition as it exged from north to
south from the bank of the Chicopee River in theheast corner of
the city.

Although Springfield can be described as a fullyadeped urban
community, numerous lakes, streams, parks and paig® areas
add variety and diversity to the urban landscapee extent of
Springfield’s park system has earned it the hisgbmieputation as both
the “Garden City” and the “Park City.”

C. Water Resources

Connecticut River: An outstanding natural feature of Springfield is
the four and one-half mile stretch of the ConnexttRiver that forms
the city’s western boundary. It was an importaatbs$portation route
in the days of early settlement and has had a pnofanfluence on the
historical development and character of the regidistorically,
flooding of the river caused extensive damage ttigpos of
Springfield. A series of earth dikes and concfieted walls
constructed by the Corps of Engineers now proteetbuilt-up area
of the floodplain.

In recent years, water pollution abatement progranasmdated under
federal and state law, have resulted in improvemguality and the
city is now promoting intensive recreational use¢haf river. In 1978,
a consultant’s report suggested that joint puliicgte investment
should occur along the entire 4.5 mile river frg@a The report,
entitled “River design Springfield”, utilized a wpie public
participation process that included three hourdssef prime television
time to solicit ideas from the public. Proposalsriverfront use
included marinas, parks, theaters, landscapingraprbved access. A

Riverfront Development Commission, which consistiwe members
appointed by the Mayor, is promoting improved ascécilities for
recreation and compatible urban development albadenngth of the
river. (See the section on Recreational Trailsy®w Riverfront
Development.)

Other Surface Waters: Other important rivers are the Chicopee,
which runs along the northeastern boundary of ityefar three and
one-half miles, and the Mill River, which flows wesy from the
Wilbraham town line in two branches. Both of thesers were
harnessed at one time as sources of power, tlee tatbperate the
Springfield Armory.

There are fourteen significant lakes or ponds withlic access in
Springfield. Some are artificial impoundments, wtathers are
natural lakes formed in kettle hole depressionglacial outwash (See
table on page 25). Several of the lakes haveletsior outlet but are
hydraulically interconnected by subsurface grouiadiew

Fresh water swimming, under the supervision of PBR$/bffered at
Five Mile Pond. Swimming at Lake Lorraine BeacBugpervised by
the State.

Wetlands: The wetland category includes those areas in wihieh
ground water level is at or near the surface foctmaf the year but
generally lack extensive areas of open surfacerw&tamerous bogs
and wooded swamps are found in Springfield. Mameyl@cated on
land in Conservation Commission or Department ok&auildings
& Recreation Management ownership.

Wetlands act as storage basins for surface rurtkaf§, reducing
localized flooding as well as downstream peak flowkey also
provide food and habitat for wildlife and offer appunities for nature
study and other forms of passive recreation. Bszad their high
water tables, wetlands are poor sites for urbarldement.
Inadequate site drainage, basement flooding amereliftial settling
due to the high organic content of wetland soiés@mmonly
associated with development in wetland areas. \Wattands
Protection Act (Massachusetts General Laws Chd@&r Section 40)



was enacted to protect the public benefits derfk@u wetlands. It
allows local Conservation Commissions and the Masssetts
Department of Environmental Protection to restiiet use of wetland
areas.

Included among Springfield’s more significant watla are White
Cedar Bog, Grayson Kettle, Pasco Road Bog, Duggathierleaf
Bog, Tamarack Swamp and Gralia Road Swamp, albims€rvation
Commission ownership(Wetland areas recommended for
acquisition by the commission are described in Appelix Ill.)

The Murray Tract in East Forest Park is a largdametarea under the
management ownership of PBRM

Water Resources: The Connecticut and Chicopee Rivers form part of
the city’s borders. Lake Massasoit can be seentheaity’s

geographic center, while a cluster of large, kktle lakes are found

in the northeast sector.

Although wetlands are too numerous and generatlystoall to show
on the Water Resources Map, swamps and bogs art#ietd on the
large scale Open Space Map appended to this r@pomeferenced by
Appendix Il, Public Open Space Inventory, and dgd\ppendix I,
Proposed Conservation Areas. The large scale nmapdshlso be
referred to whenever exact locations of surfacergadre desired.

Flood Hazard Areas: The City of Springfield is a participant in the
National Flood Insurance Program and revised Flosdrance Rate
Maps were issued for the city on July"18013 by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. Both the 100-yeab@0éyear
floodplain boundaries are delineated on the ratgsmath the 100-
year floodplain boundaries corresponding to thas# special flood
hazards.

For the most part, flood hazard areas are contionatream valleys
which are in Department of Parks, Buildings & Radti@n
Management or Conservation Commission ownershipngithe
Connecticut River, the flood hazard area is limited narrow strip of

land westerly of flood control structures built tiwe Corps of
Engineers. Only one building, a publicly ownediligcleased to the
Pioneer Valley Rowing Club, lies within the rivefleod hazard zone.
It is estimated that less than a dozen structarése entire city would
be impacted by the occurrence of a 100-year flood.

Historic Flood Levels
City of Springfield

Date Flood Level at Memorial Bridge*
March 1936 65.90**
September 1938 63.00
November 1927 59.70
August 1955 58.40
April 1960 57.30
Height of Existing Protection 66.40
* |In feet above sea level.
** Since the construction of 13 upstream reserva@riood equivalent to the one in 1936
would rise to an elevation of 61.4 feet above ezl level (msl) at the Memorial Bridge.
Source: Water Resource Investigation, ConnecticegrfBasin, U.S. Department of
Army, Corps of Engineers, October,1977

Historically, floods on both the Connecticut andd@pee Rivers have
caused extensive damage to industrial, commencdhlesidential
buildings as well as to railroads, highways anddes. The greatest
flood in Springfield occurred in March, 1936 aseault of spring rains
accompanied by melting snow. The second greatasd fivas
associated with a hurricane which crossed the negi&eptember,
1938. In response to these storms, the Army Cafrghgineers
completed a series of flood control dams and reserin the
Connecticut and Chicopee River basins and constliectocal
protection works along the banks of both riverée Tity of
Springfield and the Springfield Water & Sewer Corssion are
working in conjunction to update the flood contstiuctures along the
Connecticut River. Like many communities throughthe country
after Hurricane Katrina and subsequent major st@affiesting the



northeast such as Hurricane Irene, Springfield nedgied by the
Army Corps of Engineers of multiple deficiencie&lithout the repairs
currently underway, large sections of the City ddog remapped as
within the FEMA 100-year floodplain boundaries.

Aquifer Recharge Areas: Nearly every resident in the City of
Springfield gets her water from the municipal sgstariginating at
Cobble Mountain Reservoir in Otis, MA. There acesurface or sub-
surface drinking water supply areas within the Citherefore no
mapping exists to demonstrate any Zones of Coritoibu

City Watersheds: The entirety of the City lies within the Connecticu
River Basin. However, within the boundaries ofiBgiield a number
of micro-watersheds exist. These are demonstratete
Stormwatershed Map found in the appendices. A mtgjof City land
flows to the North and South branches of the MiltdR, Watershops
pond (created at the convergence of the Mill Riyehe Chicopee
River and Connecticut River. Many small ponds saglhe kettle
ponds in the Northeast section of Springfield hawenatural outlets
and therefore create small, isolated watershedstivdir own issues of
water quality degredation. Our watersheds areslgigfluenced by
man-made infrastructure that moves stormwater streets to natural
areas. Typically the microwatersheds are delimebyestreets as they
constitute the boundaries of where water is cadlgeind piped.



Springfield’s Lakes and Ponds

Surface Area (Acres) Maximum Depth (Feet) MeantB¢peet) Origin

Lake Massasoit 198 20 8 Artificial Impoundment
Lake Lorraine 31 37 17 Glacial Kettle Hole
Five Mile Pond 39 36 15 Glacial Kettle Hole
Dimmock Pond 13 11 6 Glacial Kettle Hole
Upper Van Horn Reservoir 10 20 8 Modified Naturake
Lower Van Horn Reservoir 5 8 4 Modified Natural keak
Venture Pond 8 9 4 Natural Depression
Mona Lake 14 17 5 Glacial Kettle Hole
Loon Pond 26 25 12 Glacial Kettle Hole
Mill Pond 15 4 2 Artificial Impoundment
Breckwood Pond 4 5 25 Artificial Impoundment
Long Pond 26 6 3 Glacial Kettle Hole
Putnam’s Puddle* 7 8.5 5 Artificial Impoundment
Porter Lake 31 14 8 Artificial Impoundment
Bass Pond 13 50 15 Artificial Impoundment
Quarry Pond 2.3 50 5 Artificial Impoundment
Fountain Lake 5.8 8 5 Artificial Impoundment

*Presently dry due to dam failure.
(Island Pond is privately owned and does not haigipaccess.)

Source: Springfield Lakes and Ponds, Inventory &tBetion Plan: Baystate Environmental Consultdnts,and Purcell Associates, May 1980
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Major Water Resources of Springfield
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D. Vegetation

Few areas of natural vegetation remain outsideubfip park and
conservation areas. However, a wide variety avaatnd ornamental
trees, shrubs and grasses have been planted tlodugk city in
place of the natural vegetation removed during nidzdion.

The majority of the undisturbed woodlands belontheoOak-Hickory
Forest Association, although a small area of eageringfield lies
within the EIm-Ash-Red Maple Association and atstieof land along

the Chicopee River is within the Aspen-Gray Birardst Association.

Cottonwood, Basswood and other water-tolerant sgeanie
commonly found along river and stream banks.

One important stand of Coastal White Cedar is Extat a bog near
the geographic center of the city. It has beegrd®=d as a natural
oddity in that it represents the most northwesstand of Coastal
White Cedars with a reasonable chance of contisuedval. The
bog evolved from a glacial kettle hole, graduaillynig with
sphagnum moss, which created a seed bed for deidutio plants,
including— in addition to the cedars—black sprueejarack,
leatherleaf, swamp azaleas and over thirty spedilgerworts and
mosses. In 1968, this unique natural resourcewhkras the White
Cedar Bog, was acquired by the Springfield Congdenva
Commission.

Public Shade Trees/Urban Forest ManagementThe Springfield
Forestry Division was established in 1898 to carepliblic trees in
the city including street and park tre&be city is home to a
remarkable street tree population that has thringhrt due to the
City’'s commitment to providing professional treeecthrough the
Springfield Forestry Division. The Forestry Diwsi currently has
three certified arborists on staff with two empleggossessing
advance degrees in Urban Forestry and Arboricultlifee Forestry
division is tasked with ensuring compliance withGQvl.. Chapter 87
and regularly holds public tree hearings and regusermitting for
any work done to Public Shade Trees. ReGreen @mid Inc. was
established in 2011 and coordinates closely wighGhy of
Springfield in all of its environmental advocacyoefs.

Springfield currently fulfills all six requiremenset by DCR’s Urban
and Community Forestry Program and received a Massatts
Sustainable Forestry Award in 2007. These stamsdgtiill apply today
and the city has maintained a Tree City USA degigndor 31
consecutive years.

A key component to the Forestry Division’s managensérategy is
the street tree inventory. Springfield has maigdia 100% street tree
inventory since 2005. The inventory is used omidydbasis to track
tree population characteristics as well as manaigestry crew
workflow. The inventory is updated on a daily Isaes work is
completed and new trees are planted. Recentl{fam keas been
made to extend the inventory to other public tseesh as parks and
schools. In 2014 trees were inventoried at 49ipdahools and this
information is being used to manage and mainta@ fealth and
safety. Additionally 14 public parks have receigen inventoried
with associated work records.

Street trees are often the most significant compbokthe natural
landscape for many residents. This is particulidg in denser
neighborhoods with smaller lot sizes. The locatbatreet trees also
puts them in a unique position to provide variocesgstem services.
Street trees are located close to the roadway rsipdlae blacktop
reducing surface air temperature. Street treealaoeoften in close
proximity to homes and commercial buildings creghade that
helps to reduce cooling costs in the summer montantaining a
diverse forest is critical to preserving overalidst health. Stocking
too much of any particular species creates a vahily to a specific
pest or disease. The goal of the Forestry Divigdo maintain
stocking within the 10-20-30 rule, which suggesismwore than 10%
of any species, no more than 20% of any genuspamdore than 30%
of any botanical family. The most abundant treestl on
Springfield’s streets are maples and oaks whicbhaucfor 35% and
12% of stocking respectively. Maintaining the euwtrstreet tree
population by preserving older trees and increagiegpopulation by
planting new trees will ensure the environmentaldbés provided by



street trees will continue to impact the qualityifef for Springfield
residents.

Function and Value

Citywide, overall tree benefits are valued at justler $80 per tree
annually resulting in total annual benefits of mg&2.2 million.
Current expenditures on the care and maintenancees in the City
result in a 3:1 benefit-cost rati@learly the trees of Springfield are
providing a good return on the investment.

Rare and Endangered SpeciesAs a result of the Conservation
Commission’s efforts to preserve unique habitats\aetlands for
passive recreation and the Department of ParkddiBgs &
Recreation Management'’s establishment of greenwaijdors along
the city’s principal streams, nearly all the areassidered to have a
high likelihood of containing protected speciesénbeen acquired or
are identified in the current land acquisition paog.

Conservation land with habitats known to suppag & endangered
plants are White Cedar Bog and Pasco Road Bog.sd&sonally
inundated shorelines of Lake Lorraine, Five Mile&oand Mona
Lake also provide habitat for a number of rare ptammunities.

Several of the rare plants in Springfield are récecords of plants
that occupy shorelines and shallow water of pohdsftuctuate
naturally throughout the year. Lake Lorraine angeRAviile Pond have
been greatly impacted over the years, but stilpsupdisjunct
populations of what are mostly species of pondbéncoastal plain.
Other species of these habitats have been losttfrer@ity. Other
plant species formerly known from Springfield, sashNew England
Blazing Star and Wild Lupine, suggest open sandsardpland forests
support Large Whorled Pogonia and Purple Clematia/gjon
forested rocky cliffs and talus — a variety of hats that appear to
have been lost over time.

Approximately one-third of the shoreline of Loonnélpa habitat for
Teretes Arrowhead, which is rare in this part ofs8chusetts, was
recently donated to the Conservation Commissiontlaad

Massachusetts Division of Youth Services transte®4 acres of land
to the Conservation Commission in which a popufatbYellow
Lady Slipper (Cypripediem calceolus) had been ifiedt

There is an uncommon community from Springfieldhe NHESP
database, Atlantic White Cedar Bog (AWC Bog) iswlesternmost
example in Massachusetts (and New England) ofntiiatral
community type. Atlantic White Cedar Bogs are unown
community types in the state and region, with noasurrences found
in the southeastern part of the state. The occoeranSpringfield,
being so remote from the core area, is particulathresting. This
community type and other wetlands depend on a stamisupply of
clean water.

There are two Certified Vernal Pools (CVP) and mBoyential
Vernal Pools (PVP) (identified from aerial photqgna, needing
verification on the ground) in Springfield. Aredsswvamps also
provide habitat for vernal pool species. The PVR dae available as
a datalayer from MassGIS at
http://maps.massqis.state.ma.us/map_ol/oliver.Gleptifying the
PVPs would provide more protection to these wetaattl the species
that use them. There are several clusters of CWHPgPwhich provide
extra habitat value for the species that use thieoe £ach pool is
somewhat different and provides alternate habitatkfferent years
and seasons. Any such lands already protectedarksites for
biodiversity and good cores for larger properties.

The Division of Fisheries & Wildlife, Natural Heaige & Endangered
Species Program collects and manages informatie@ndangered
species within the Commonwealth. In cooperatioth e program,
the Springfield Conservation Commission has takerfallowing
actions:

*The Commission cooperates with the program byidnog
background information on existing and potentiablguopen
space areas for endangered species surveys.



*The Commission maintains a current list of rarecsgs as
compiled by the Natural Heritage Program.

*Within existing conservation areas where rare igsegre
documented, the Commission will establish and ramnises
compatible with their protection. This will incladouting trail
systems around sensitive areas or limiting direcess as well
as not publicizing the specific location of rareeodangered
species.

The Natural Heritage Program’s listing of rare plsymecies
occurrences in Springfield contains 32 differerd@es. The rarity,
ranking and identity of the species are describetie table on page
37.

Non-native management: Of particular importance is the prevalence
of large stands of non-native vegetation in Spreidfs open space
areas. Species such as bittersweet, buckthorkreotdieed have had
significant detrimental effects on the diversitytiife and shrub
species in the City. Significant resources hawkwifi continue to be
required to help return our green spaces to nafliveyse populations.

E. Fish and Wildlife

Many common varieties of small mammals, reptilesplibians and
birds can be found in Springfield in spite of itglhdegree of
urbanization.

Since wildlife populations are intricately relatedand use and
vegetative types and upland forests and open landir@ually gone,
the majority of wildlife types are those that asemally found in and
around wetland areas such as bogs, ponds, and deadenps.
Conservation areas, and undeveloped park landgedabitat for
wildlife, and the city’s rivers, lakes and streaatisact waterfowl. In
the suburban environment, bird feeders, nesting®axd shrub or
tree plantings of food value add to the qualityabitat for songbirds.

According to the Natural Resource Conservation iSeythere do not
appear to be any sites in Springfield that wouldtigable for wildlife
management. However, the preservation of wildidbitat in
conservation and park areas can provide opporésnidr education
and enjoyment by nature enthusiasts.

Local rivers, lakes and ponds support fish popoitetiwhich include
bass, pickerel and common panfish such as bluegitisperch. An
anadromous fish restoration program in the ConogicRiver Basin
for Atlantic Salmon and American Shad has beerparation since
1966. Anadromous fish spawn in fresh water bubhdprost of their
lives in the sea. A goal of the program is toaest run of two
million shad and 40,000 salmon to the mouth ofGbanecticut River.

Rare and endangered speciegiccording to the Division of Fisheries
and Wildlife, Natural Heritage & Endangered Speétesgram, four
areas of Springfield provide habitat for rare wedavildlife. One area
encompasses the length of the Connecticut Rivertamghvirons, a
second area includes the Grayson Kettle Conservatiea and the
adjacent Edgemere Road Swamp, a third area inchatésns of
South Branch Parkway, and the fourth area is ldcatéhe vicinity of
the South Branch of the Mill River and Tinkham Raathe
southeastern corner of Springfield. These areagqe habitat for the
Eastern Spadefoot Toad, the Spotted Turtle, theeEa¥/orm Snake
and the Jefferson Salamander. The Connecticut Riveme to the
Shortnose Sturgeon, a fish classified as rare addrgered in
Massachusetts.

Many of the currently known rare species in Spigldgfare associated
with wetlands. Many of these species, such asltiedpotted and
Jefferson salamanders and Wood and Spotted Tattlesise uplands
for much of their lives including for foraging féwod. The Blue-
spotted and Jefferson Salamanders breed in veood pnd spend
most of their time in surrounding upland forestsjer the leaves (as a
result, they are called “mole salamanders”). Tlaeeedetailed
guidelines for their management at:
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-




conservation/nhfacts/ambystoma-jeffersonianum df
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-
conservation/nhfacts/ambystoma-laterale.pdf

Four-toed Salamanders nest in areas with sphagmsa growing
over open water — in permanent wetlands. Wood dwsidle found
primarily in flowing water and adjacent wetlandsladjoining
forests. They travel overland between wetlandstangbland nesting
areas. Guidelines for protecting Wood Turtles &re a
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-
conservation/nhfacts/glyptemys-insculptapaltontinue to have good
populations of the recently delisted Spotted TurtiMassachusetts,
protecting areas with good populations, such atanetforests are
important. Eastern Box Turtles use wetlands orsbatmer days, but
are primarily species of upland forests. All thelauspecies use vernal
pools as part of their habitat, and all thesedartiest in open, often
sandy, areas. Another species of reptiles doegs®tvetlands in their
habitat: Worm Snakes are another species founavible layer of
leaves on a forest floor, or shaded ground of vialods. Several
populations of Worm Snakes occur in Springfielad]uding on in city
parks and in residential neighborhoods. Leavingdlereas
undisturbed helps maintain the populations of shase threatened
species. More information is available at
http://www.masnakes.org/snakes/milk/index.html

The most established rare bird species in Spriltgfsethe Peregrine
Falcon that occupy habitat in downtown Springfi&tce 1988, a
pair of peregrine falcons have nested in Sprindfi€he pair had
originally nested on a ledge of the twenty-sevédiatbr of

Springfield’s tallest building, Monarch Place. Hoxge, in recent
years, the pair has alternated nesting spots betiMeaarch Place and
underneath the Memorial Bridge. It should be naked the pair
currently nesting in Springfield is not the oridipair of falcons. The
original pair have died and been replaced by amesting pair of
Peregrine Falcons. The Peregrine Falcon is an gedet species, and
the original pair represented the first to nedMestern Massachusetts
in more than forty years. The rare hawks, owls,\aater birds
formerly known from Springfield, haven't been sekere in many

years. http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/epeamd-
conservation/nhfacts/falco-peregrinus.pdf

As of the previous Open Space Plan, rare invertelsfzecies had not
been witnessed in the Connecticut River. They requlear clean
water, which is only slowly returning to the Conteat. However,
during due diligence for a dock project in 2013;esal Yellow
Lampmussel specimens were found.

The Natural Heritage Program’s listing of rare Witdspecies
occurrences in Springfield contains 17 differerd@es. The rarity,
ranking and identity of the species are describetie proceeding
tables.

Threatened Species

Type of Species Scientific Name (Common Name)

Amphibian Ambystoma opacum (Marbled Salamander)
Amphibian Scaphiopus holbrookii (Eastern Spadefoqt)
Reptile Carphophis amoenus (Eastern Worm Snake)

Vascular Plant Agrimonia pubescens (Hairy Agrimony)




Threatened Species (Con't)

Vascular Ophioglossum pusillum (Adder’'s-Tongue
Plant Fern)
Vislgg![ar Ranunculus pensylvanicus (Bristly Buttercup)
Vislgg![ar Sphenopholis nitida (Shining Wedgegrass)
Vislgg{ar Sphenopholis pensylvanica (Swamp Oats)
Vascular Vernoicastrum virginicum (Culver’'s Root)
Plant
Species of Special Concern
Type_of Scientific Name (Common Name)
Species
Fish Notropis bifrenats (Bridle Shiner)
Amphibian Ambystoma jeffersonianum (Jefferson
Salamander)
Amphibian Gyrinophilus porphyriticus (Blue-spotted
Salamander)
Amphibian Hemidactylium scutatum (Four-toed
Salamander)
Reptile Clemmys insculpta (wood Turtle)
Reptile Terrapene Carolina (Eastern Box Turtle)
Bird Accipiter straitus (Sharped-Shinned Hawk)
Bird Gavia immer (Common Loon)
Bird Tyto alba (Barn Owl)
Mammal Sorex palustris (Water Shrew)
Mussel Alasmidota undulate (Triangle Floater)
Beetle Cicindela purpurea (Purple Tiger Beetle)

Species of Special Concern (Con't)

Vascular Plant

Arceuthobium pusillum (Dwarf Miste)

Vascular Plant

Clematis occidentalis (Purple Cléshat

Vascular Plant

Eragrostis frankii (Frank’s Lovegras

Vascular Plant

Liatris borealis (New England BlagzBtar)

Vascular Plant

Lygodium palmatum (Climbing Fern)

Vascular Plant

Rhynchospora scirpoides (Long-Be&ad-Sedge)

Vascular Plant

Sagittaria teres (Terete Arrowhead)

Source: Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endandgpedies Program, October, 2007

Rare Species Occurrences In Springfield

Endangered Species

Types of Species Scientific Name (Common Name)

Bird Asio flammeus (Short-Eared Owl)

Bird Botaurus lentiginosus (American Bittern)
Bird Falco peregrinus (Peregrine Falcon)

Bird Podilymbus podiceps (Pied-Billed Grebe)
Mussel Alasmidonta heterodon (Dwarf

Wedgemussel)

Vascular Plant

Carex mesochorea (Midland Sedge)

Vascular Plant

Pedicularis lanceolata (Swamp Loosgw

Vascular Plant

Prenanthes serpentaria (Lion’s Foot)

Vascular Plant

Rotala ramosior (Toothcup)

Vascular Plant

Sceleria triglomerata (Tall Nut-Ssdg

Vascular Plant

Verbena simplex (Narrow-Leaved)

Vascular Plant

Scheuchzeria palustris (Pod Grass)

Vascular Plant

Ludwigia polycrapa (Many-fruited False
loosestrife)




Wildlife Corridors and Species of Note:

Our National symbol, the Bald Eagle, has made atanbal recovery
in Massachusetts due to ongoing efforts. Accortinglassachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, the Connecti®iver has a robust
bald eagle population. Bald Eagle sightings are gaite common in
Springfield and the surrounding area.

Springfield is annually visited by several migratbird species.
Wildlife enthusiasts have the opportunity of obsegwspecies such as
Mallards, Black Ducks, Ring Necked Duck, Merganserd Canada
Geese as well as more elusive Woodcock, Wood Dirtixsded
Mergansers, Green Winged Teal, Gadwall and evethBior Pintail
Ducks.

The City of Springfield contains several wildlifercidors allowing
movement of seemingly countless species througlhdtaveas. Most
notably are the Pecousic Brook Watershed, the Rhler Watersheds,
and the Chicopee River Watershed. The PecousidkBiaiershed
that travels from East Longmeadow through Forest Rathe
Connecticut River. The Mill River Watershed whidgludes the
North and South Branch of the Mill River, beginningVilbraham,
travels through the City to Watershops Pond. Thiedjiee River
Watershed flows through the Northeast corner ofditgin the Indian
Orchard neighborhood.

In addition to the wildlife movement on the watepwdhemselves,
much of the surrounding area along these watersiredsooded
providing habitat and facilitating travel of dozesfawildlife species.
Sightings of wild turkey, white-tailed deer, easteoyote, beaver,
wild mink, raccoon, and red fox, are common. Fishebcat, river
otter, and other species such as great hornedeatailed hawk, and
countless waterfowl species prove to be using thesas as well.

F. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments

Springfield’s most distinctive natural featurehg tConnecticut River,
which reaches a width of nearly 1,500 feet alorgwiestern boundary
of the city. The river passes by the city’s cennadiness district and
creates a scenic backdrop for downtown office eyg®e and visitors.

Although Springfield’s topography is relatively Eythe flood plains
of the Connecticut and Chicopee Rivers as welhaBerkshire Hills
to the west of the city, the Wilbraham Hills to mest, and the Mt.
Holyoke range to the north, can be observed frorersé vantage
points. The 735 acre Forest Park is not only ggomant regional
recreation area, but with its varied terrain anceie flora and fauna,
is a significant contributor to the overall scequality of the city. The
King Philip’s Stockade section of the park offeredd views of the
Connecticut River Valley and surrounding uplandth®north and
west. Delta Hills Conservation Area and the ChemRiver Overlook
offer scenic views of the Chicopee River basin. it/Eedar Bog
represents a unigue environment due to its unwsggdtation and its
location so far north and away from its typical s@henvirons.

Springfield is home to a number of kettle hole potitht have no
natural inlets or outlets but are fed by groundwaiehese depressions
were left in the wake of the retreat of our reggomiost recent
glaciation. These ponds offer a unique study érdgion’s geologic
past and the process of transition in the futtihedian leap” can be
found along the edge of the Chicopee river. Thissystem
demonstrates the erosive power of the river angf®8pectacular
views.

From a report written by Thomas Jenkins, P.E. “Adog to the

“Soil Survey of Hampden County, Massachusetts’'SLUDepartment
of Agriculture, a significant percentage of thedamithin the City of
Springfield is composed of terrace escarpmentsKgpee 1: Terrace
Escarpments and Steep Slopes). These unique tamsléxist today
due to the action of glaciers thousands of yeans ddpe escarpments
generally occur at the margins of stream or glamigidvash terraces or
are geological gullies in soft, water-deposited swata. Because of
the environmental conditions present during thaimiation,
escarpments are closely associated with freshwegtdands and
streams. Although the USDA Soil Survey has maggpguaificant
portions of Springfield as Terrace Escarpments,ynadithe terrace-
associated landforms within the City have beenltseoeal or obscured
by urban works and structures that identificatibspecific soils on a



survey level is impossible, yet the landforms &tdhar the
characteristics of the steep, often-unstable terséupes.

Springfield’s architectural and cultural heritagesibeen protected
through the efforts of the Springfield Historicabi@mission. The
commission, established in 1972, is responsiblédiemtifying areas or
buildings of historical significance, setting pites for preservation
or restoration and insuring that changes to histamoperties and
districts are compatible with their historic chdexc To date, the
commission has conducted historical surveys for 8y&0 properties
and green spaces. Using the surveys, six locarhagtistricts and
fifteen national register districts have been dighbd under the
provisions of state-enabling legislation or byitigthistorically
significant areas on the National Register of HistBlaces. In
addition to the districts, more than sixty indivadiyproperties are listed
on the National Register, including thirty-five perties in downtown.
For the most part, the historic districts are ledah the central
business district and surrounding residential n@ghoods. The
location of Springfield’s historic districts is defed on the Historic
Districts and Properties Map on the next page.

G. Environmental Challenges

The quality of recreational resources in the Sgiehgd) area is affected
by a number of environmental problems, some of whie regional in
nature while others must be solved at the locadllev

Combined Sewer Overflows:Although the quality of the Connecticut
River has vastly improved in recent years due ¢octimstruction of
pollution treatment plants throughout the basirrjrigield, along with
a number of other communities in the region, ks combined sewer
overflow (CSO) problems during periods of heavynr&verflows
occur when the existing combined sewage/stormveatléction
system capacity is exceeded due to increased #svesresult of wet
weather. Excess flows are diverted through CS@bpipes to the
Chicopee, Mill, and Connecticut Rivers, to prevainéet flooding and
back-ups into basements. The Springfield WaterSaewler
Commission is bound by a United States Environméhtatection

Agency (USEPA) Administrative Consent Order to addrthe
problems with CSOs. To date the Water and Sewerfission has
maintained compliance with the USEPA requiremegtariertaking
CSO abatement projects throughout the City. A $lliam project
along the Mill River was completed in 2004, betw@6i0 and 2012 a
$22 million separation project was conducted on @D and 049,
and a project on CSO 008 costing $23 million wasgleted this

year. The Water and Sewer Commission is curret@sygning
projects addressing the main interceptor sewerdmeYork Street
pumping station and CT river crossing with an eatad cost of $78
million. After the Commission has completed thedQ&ojects
underway, there still remain approximately $160iomlin further
CSO abatement projects on the Connecticut Riverdet the federally
mandated regulations.

Development of cost effective projects designecdoiatrol combined
sewer overflows has become a public works crisi®nally. The
USEPA has mandated that CSO communities commiritralling
these overflows without providing meaningful finalaid to fund the
projects. Maintaining compliance with USEPA mamedathile
funding CSO projects continues to be a challengalfdCSO
communities, including Springfield.

Non-point urban stormwater run-off: CSOs are considered point
sources of pollution, while urban stormwater ruhflmwing directly
into lakes, ponds and streams from streets, patkisgbuildings and
lawns is considered non-point pollution. Commofiytants in non-
point urban run-off include de-icing salts, fedérs, pesticides and
residues from oil and fuel used in the operatiomotor vehicles.
Non-point stormwater run-off degrades water qualitg accelerates
eutrophication of lakes and ponds (discussed beldmvaddition, non-
point run-off impacts the frequency of CSO disclearfyy entering
combined sewer systems. The City has joined 1@r@bmmunities
of the Pioneer Valley on the Connecticut River Btwater
Committee. The Committee has developed a compsaleprogram
educating the public about their contributionsttmwater quality via
posters, television and radio ads, and presentatidhe City has
adopted two ordinances tackling pre and post-cocistn stormwater



management. Over the past several years the @stgéveloped an
aggressive illicit discharge detection and elimoraprogram. With
impending NPDES regulations expected, new stresgitirse placed
on Springfield’s budget to comply with EPA’s storiaer program. It
is expected that new revenue sources will neee@ iddntified to
comply with such requirements as water qualityingsand outfall
inspections.

Eutrophication of lakes and ponds:Sediments and pollutants
contained in surface run-off have caused shoalmbexcessive
growth of aquatic weeds and algae in many of Sfalts lakes and
ponds. Shallow lakes such as Dimmock Pond, Motka Llaower
Van Horn Reservoir, Venture Pond, and upper postafri_ake
Massasoit are severely eutrophic while the deepitlekhole lakes
such as Five Mile Pond and Loon Pond are lesstatfecAdvanced
eutrophication results in a loss of habitat foh fesxd wildlife and
limits recreational use. The city has embarkea takes and ponds
restoration program with the goal of eventuallytweasg all sixteen
(16) publicly-owned water bodies. Because of lgdifinancial
resources, full restoration may be replaced bygs ¢éxpensive, but still
beneficial, management program. The City’'s SumnRapyort on
Water Quality for Springfield’s Lakes and Pondsyies a baseline
for data. Future updating of this document is eeed

Erosion: Nearly all conservation areas and some parksudmec to
some degree of erosion. Storm water outlets haused excessive
stream bank erosion in Abbey Brook and Delta Hill¥f road
vehicles (ORVSs) are also causing erosion in sontbeotity’s
conservation areas, most notably in the LaBelle®rDelta Hills and
Duggan Bogs areas. In Forest Park, stream baskoerwas
addressed as part of the Porter Lake restoratmgrgm. A long-term
solution to this problem will require a combinatiohstrategies
including reconstruction of stormwater outletseatn bank
stabilization, trail maintenance and the adoptiod enforcement of
regulations governing the use of ORVs on park awmdervation land.
Uncontrolled soil erosion from construction sitésoacontributes to
pollution and sedimentation of water resources. City has

completed a pre and post construction erosion gbatdinance as
required under the federal NPDES permit to addigssssue.

Soil and groundwater contamination: On occasion, leachate from
contaminated soil is detected in streams and l&kestamination may
originate from underground fuel storage tanks, -@alwage operation,
residues from former or current industrial activatyd former landfills
on Cottage Street and Boston Road. A septic syseswing the gun
club located in Wesson Park and a leaking and gieably blocked
interceptor sewer are the apparent sources ofdaliform bacteria
counts in Carlisle Brook and the Noonan Cove seatio_ake
Massasoit. The problem of soil contamination caaddressed
through elimination of the few remaining septicteyss in the city and
diligent enforcement of Massachusetts Contingeray BMGL
chapter 21E) by the Massachusetts Department af&maental
Protection.

lllegal dumping and vandalism: Unfortunately, the city’s
conservation areas and undeveloped park landdtaretargets for
illegal dumping of building debris, appliances amdinary household
garbage. This problem has been addressed to sayreedarough
citizen involvement in Earth Day clean-ups, but enoeeds to be
done. Replacement of vandalized park and playgir@guipment is
an ongoing function of the Department of Parks|dBogs &
Recreation Management’s Maintenance Division, nglgetary
reductions are hampering the division’s abilityéplace or repair
vandalized park facilities. Greater neighborhoogluement in
policing and maintaining park and conservation sisdeing
advocated as a partial solution to this problemilizihg our “Clean
City” crews, we can respond to illegal dumpingealrtime and
remove eyesores and environmental hazards as ticey. 0

Brownfields: While there is no formal definition of the term
“brownfields” in Massachusetts, brownfields ofteavh certain
characteristics in common: they are typically atwanedi or for sale or
lease; they typically have been used for commeatiaidustrial
purposes; they may have been reported to MassDéRibe
contamination has been found; or they may not lhaem assessed due



to fear of unknown contamination conditions. Th& LEnvironmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has established a defimitibbrownfields
for federal funding purposes, “With certain legatieisions and
additions, the term "brownfield site’ means realgarty, the
expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which magobaplicated by
the presence or potential presence of a hazarddissasice, pollutant,
or contaminant’™

Springfield’s Brownfield Program is managed by @iféce of
Planning and Economic Development. This office empplthree
community planners and six economic developmerfepsionals.
The Office of Community Development also playsitiaal role by
managing the funds for the program.

The City of Springfield Brownfields Program facdies Phase /1l
Environmental Site Assessments and Phase IlIl CieRfans on
priority redevelopment sites. The site assessni&avs been primarily
funded through the City’s EPA grants, or from TaegeBrownfields
Assessments performed by the Massachusetts Depdirtine
Environmental Protection or EPA.

The City’s main goal is to promote the sustainablese existing
brownfields and preventing the creation of addéiommes.
Redeveloping brownfields shifts development pressaxvay from
undeveloped land, improving and protecting the mment. Further,
brownfields redevelopment returns non-productia estate assets to
productive use, promoting economic development.

t The Brownfields Site definition is found in Publiaw 107-118 (H.R. 2869) -
“Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Relization Act” signed into
law January 11, 2002.

Flooding: Springfield in general does not experience chronic
flooding. This is a result of several policies giysical
interventions. An Army Corps of Engineers floodpeiotects the
City’s western boarder and downtown from risingevan the
Connecticut River. This wall is certified for th@0 year interval
storm, however was designed to protect neighborhadghcent to the

river in the event of a 500 year storm. In otheighborhoods
development along the north and south branchdsed¥ll river
corridors has been discouraged by public purchadeanership of
open space. Flood plain is primarily forested gltrese two water
resources. During high volume rain events stieeting occurs at a
relatively small frequency, as the stormwater istfinacture has been
designed to move water off of streets quickly.

Invasive Species:Of particular importance is the prevalence of large
stands of non-native vegetation in Springfield’emgpace areas.
Species such as bittersweet, buckthorn and knotiaee had
significant detrimental effects on the diversitytie and shrub
species in the City. Significant resources hawkwitl continue to be
required to help return our green spaces to nativeyse populations.
Invasive management plans have been developedafkrPoperties
and Abbey Brook Conservation Area. The Parks Dapart is
currently updating its Lakes and Ponds managenregtgam to
adhere to new requirements and incorporate newtéahies
addressing water quality.

Landfills: Springfield manages one large municipal landfllphdy’s
Island”, handling much of the waste of the regi@urrently the bulk
of waste entering this landfill is in the form afhafollowing its
processing at a waste to energy plant located @aljdc the facility.
Depending on a number of factors, this landfisédeduled to close in
2028. The City is also responsible for the maiatexe of a capped
former landfill located at Armory and Stafford Site The landfill
was capped with a HDPE Geomembrane impermeable dagk
covered with vegetation. Regular maintenance adedwegetation
cutting and environmental monitoring of wells lca@dbn site and at
adjacent sites near Mercy Medical center.

There are also several privately owned large cagpadtive landfills
located at Cottage Street and Delta Hills, amongynagher small
scale historic capped sites throughout the City.
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SECTION 5: LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND
RECREATION INTEREST

The City of Springfield’s open space system is & afipublicly and
privately owned land with characteristics that figm highly
managed landscapes to naturally wooded areasophis space
system also ranges in size from park land with G@€racres to
smaller individual parcels.

This open space system is extremely importantadCity as it helps
to provide residents with both active and passaeeaational
opportunities and provides wildlife habitats. Adlalially, this open
space system helps to contribute to the overathatis quality of the
city while also helping to mitigate the harmfulefts of both urban air
and water pollution. Under this section, the teprotected” refers to
publicly owned parcels such as municipal parksefaidfacilities,
municipal conservation areas and municipal schizgigrounds.

A. Private Parcels

Springfield is an urban community with over ninpgrcent of its land
area either developed or dedicated for park orewasion use. There
are no agricultural lands or large tracts of fofastl remaining in the
city and no land in special taxation programs aglChapter 61A or
61B. A number of private institutions, includingele private colleges
and one private high school, have developed extemscreational
facilities. While these facilities complement puabdiector activities,
public recreation is not recommended for any pelabwned
property except for some areas proposed for aduuiddy the
Conservation Commission. These are primarily laass®ciated with
water resources identified on the “Water Resoukdag” and are
often extensions of existing conservation areamdeveloped parks.
For clarity, the areas are shown on the large S8pkn Space Map.
They are described in Appendix Ill, Proposed Coretesn Areas.

B. Public and Nonprofit Parcels

All public parks and conservation areas are ligtethe public Open
Space Inventory (Appendix 1l) and identified on thpen Space Map.
School playgrounds are also identified since tloegnfan important
part of the city’s recreational inventory. Followirs a summary of the
federal, state and municipal facilities includedha inventory:

C. Federal Facilities

The 55-acre Springfield Armory National HistorideSis administered
by the National Park Service, a branch of the D&partment of the
Interior. Two buildings constructed in the 1840fs fbcated on the
site. One is the Main Arsenal Building, which haugéhat is regarded
as one of the world’s largest collection of smaths. There is also a
large open space that surrounds the site. Currehibopen space is
underutilized for any type of recreational use. €y, along with the
National Park Service, are reviewing strategiesmays that this very
important asset can be better integrated andedil®/ not only the
citizens of Springfield, but for tourists as wélhese strategies not
only include better promotional efforts by both tity and the
National Park Service, but also looking for addiibfunding sources
for the continual long term maintenance of the gasu This
maintenance not only includes the park groundsalsat the historical
sidewalks and tree belts that surround the site.

D. Municipal Parks

There are over 2,000 acres of recreational paukiluspringfield, of
which 1,081 acres are contained in four large comimyarks. The
remaining acreage is divided among numerous nerglood
recreation areas, two 18-hole golf courses andrakeurdeveloped
open space areas. Geographic distribution of feslis satisfactory,
and a wide range of recreational opportunitiesazeglable, most of
which are free of charge. The abundance and vasfaigcreational
land is an important asset to the community anéecds the quality



E. Municipal Conservation Areas

To date, nearly 600 acres of land in over 60 seépdoaations have
been preserved through the efforts of the Conserv&ommission.
All acquisitions are in fee interest and are acsliy donation, tax
title and in rare cases eminent domain. Land aeduy the
Commission remains essentially in its natural s&teough hiking
trails and plant identification signs are planneddil areas to enhance
their value for passive recreation and educatioraddition, the
Commission regularly requires private land ownerplace a
Conservation Restriction on a portion of their s as a condition
of their permit under the Wetlands Protection Aad ghe Springfield
Wetlands Protection Ordinance.

F. Municipal School Playgrounds

Thirty-four school playgrounds are listed in theentory. Unlike
public parks or conservation areas, these areprotécted” areas.
Exceptions are the Gerena Playground and Lindals Wlich were
acquired and built with HUD Open Space Land FutitsBalliet
School Playground which was restored with Land &#&¥a
Conservation Funds and Chestnut Accelerated Athfeglds which
were constructed with Urban Self-Help Funds. Irséheases, the
recreational land is protected by deed restricti®ahool playgrounds
vary considerably in size and quality, ranging fremall, paved play
areas at some elementary schools to facilitiesdarpetitive sports at
high schools. The recreational needs of studertgrenfact that the
city is planning to build new schools for a growstgdent population,
assures that school playgrounds will continue teesas an important
component of the recreation supply.

G. Section 504 Handicapped Accessibility Survey

In accordance with the 504 requirements of thadiim of
Conservation Services, a 504 survey of recreatoilities has been
conducted. The survey is appended to this OpeneSplan as
Appendix V, but due to its bulk, is available ooly request.

H. Recreational Potential

All public parks and conservation lands are deditas park land
under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 45, &ebtiand are
open to the public with no restrictions other tiiae daily dawn to
dusk hours of operation, and Park Rules as edt&lolisy the Board of
Park Commissioners.

All of the City’s parks and open spaces have bdentified for its
recreational potential, ownership and public a\mlity as indicated in
Appendix Il, Part Il.
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SECTION 6: COMMUNITY GOALS

A. Description of Process

We have developed five broad goals that coverntiidual goals of
each City department, allowing every party involvednanaging open
space in Springfield to be working to the same €eRide draft goals
were circulated among the key stakeholders for centen Responses
to these changes were positive. The greatestmespuas collected
via an online needs survey, results are attach#teiappendices.

Additionally, in order to elicit public input on ihimportant
document, a copy of the draft Open Space Plan wsteg@ on the
city’s website including a form to provide commenisaddition to the
online posting, public comments were also solicdaed Planning
Board hearing, Conservation Commission hearingRaréds
Commission hearing. Copies were also distributecatmus
organizations for review prior to final editing asdbmission.

B. Statement of Open Space and Recreational Goals

1) Acquire open space and recreation lands based on its value
as a natural resource or recreational opportunity.

2) Adequately and consistentiyanageopen space to reduce
public safety hazards, increase recreational oppitiés and
maximize protection for the city’s natural resows.ce

3) Regulatefor the proper use and protection of open space
and recreation lands.

4) Enforcethe regulations for the proper use and proteaifon
open space and recreation lands.

5) Envision, Create and Promotanew programming to meet
the needs of a modern urban community.
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SECTION 7: ANALYSIS OF NEEDS

A. Summary of Resource Protection Needs

Only a small percentage of Springfield’'s land hesaped
urbanization, but a sizeable portion of the undgyedi land is
marginally developable wetland with high resouratie. The
Springfield Conservation Commission recommendsdhaemaining
wetland areas be preserved through public acquistr control. This
policy recognizes the cumulative effect of pastanses of wetland
destruction that have permanently altered the enment by lowering
the water table, increasing the frequency of Ifloalding and

lowering the quality of water entering Springfieddakes and streams.

In addition, wildlife habitats and potential redieaal resources have
been irretrievably lost.

This policy is consistent with the Massachusettdame policy
outlined in the Statewide Comprehensive Recredian (SCORP), a
policy which, according to the SCORP, has resultedmuch lower
rate of wetland loss in Massachusetts than in citates.

Areas recommended for preservation are describA&gpendix 111
and are identified on the Open Space Map. Many baeea targeted
for protection since the early 1970’s when the UD8partment of
Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (SCS) evadaSpringfield’s
natural resources. Two studies were conducted 8, 8Goil survey
of undeveloped land and a natural resource invenidrese studies
have guided the Conservation Commission in identifyppen space
areas compatible with their land acquisition goAlgeas
recommended for acquisition are generally assatiatth three
categories of wetlands.

Streambelts: Springfield has already set aside significant agee
along the north and south branches of the Mill Rigehneelock
Brook, Pecousic Brook and Entry Dingle. These aseage to protect
adjacent flood prone areas. In addition, they fonmar greenbelts
adaptable to the development of hiking trails araViole a high
degree of visual relief in otherwise monotonousagges of low-

density housing. Extensions are proposed to thih @amd south
branches of the Mill River and Entry Dingle. Pontsoof the streambelt
along Jamaica Brook and the lower portion of thé River are also
recommended for preservation.

Sites bordering rivers, lakes or pondsThe increasing demand for
water-oriented recreation can be alleviated thrqugtlic ownership
of land adjacent to the city’s many streams, laebponds. As noted
in appendix lll, many areas have been identifiecctmservation due
to habitat quality and prevalence of wetlands. Wareas targeted in
the 2008 Open Space Plan were either partiallylor ¢onserved.

The intends to continue with this program utilizihg tax title process
and land gift process.

Wetlands: While it is recognized that sites categorizedtesambelts
or as access sites to streams or lakes often io@igp“wetland areas”,
a separate wetland category is employed here igrads those areas
classified as marshes, swamps or bogs. Every veeglays a vital

role in flood control and water purification ancckdype has a
distinctive ecosystem to which a variety of wildlis attracted.
Marshes are treeless tracts of shallow water ddeuinay cattails,
sedges and other aquatic plants, while swamps far¢ghar stage of
succession of marshes in which water tolerant shamll trees such as
red and silver maples are present. Bogs were formkeiltle hole
depressions created during the last glacial pexfmlit 10,000 years
ago. Eight wetland areas are included in the aguigprogram.

In addition to protecting privately owned wetlarréas through public
acquisition, the city must protect resources alyeagublic ownership
from pollution and activities which diminish theecreational value.
Programs to alleviate stream bank erosion and ghitration of lakes
and ponds are essential. Pollution abatement pregythat affect all
surface waters in our urban environment must bpatgd by federal
and state environmental agencies.

Finally, maintaining high quality open space resesrcan only be
achieved if the citizens of Springfield respectkpand conservation
land.



Degradation of parks and natural areas throughatesmd and
dumping must be controlled through education artipg. Through
continued participation of private organizations aitizen councils, a
great deal of progress has been made. Over thégpagtars these
organizations have volunteered to clean up andtaiaiseveral
neighborhood parks. Based on the survey respoaseglic
education campaign to complement clean up effenteeded so that
more people become aware of the location of coasiervareas and
understand the reasons for protecting natural ressu

B. Summary of Community Needs

The recreational needs of Springfield will not cdiy change in the
foreseeable future. The population has grown slamtire 1980’s and
decreased in the 1990’s, and remained relativalylsthrough the
2000's, though some increase in the youth populdtas occurred
particularly among minority groups. A nearly staptgpulation is
projected into the next century.

Active and passive recreation needs are curredtlyessed by the
PBRM Department within the constraints of budgetasources.
Demand by special interest and demographic agegrgsi are for the
most part satisfied, but deficiencies do exist.e&ice for more active
recreational facilities and programs has been sspeby
neighborhood representatives. Active recreationagqams for youth
are the most pressing recreational need. Lackatftfes and
maintenance has been cited as the most signifstenntcoming in the
park system, although security and programmingkse@ major
concerns. Past surveys have indicated a willingoedke part of
neighborhood residents to accept a fee systemytfopdacilities and
maintenance. The idea of private enterprise pragidecreation
services for a user fee is another idea that has exeptive in the
past to neighborhood residents. Generally spealtilege exists a
desire for more and better maintained facilitieexrsting
neighborhood parks, especially those in inner+oéiigghborhoods. One
goal of the Department of Parks, Buildings & RetmaManagement

is to provide a diverse array of recreational paogs for all age
groups.

The DPBRM strives to offer a variety of programmtingneet the
needs of all city residents. The City of Sprinlgfieffers a wide
variety of programs in its public open spaces.f-8ieécted recreation,
such as walking/biking, basketball, pick-up ganktegsbee, tennis,
playground, splash pads and fitness stations aiéahle city-wide in
parks that are close to home for many residengsksRand open
spaces also provide the environment for schedwledts such as
Youth Sports, walkathons, festivals, concerts, trangrogramming,
evening gym, summer enrichment and day camps. idddity, the
DPBRM offers therapeutic recreation programmingyfouth, young
adults and adults with disabilities on a year robadis in a variety of
community based programs. Additional programgHherCity’s elder
population are offered at neighborhood Senior Dnopenters that
include activities such as computer/technology atian, cards,
puzzles, social groups, lunch programs, libraryises and special
events.

Appendix | illustrates the recreational programmtingt occurs in the
City’s parks and open spaces.

Upgrading facilities will allow for the expansiof recreational
programs. While all parks require periodic updatsuch as the
replacement of playground equipment, more heawgdu
neighborhood and community parks require more akerrenovation
to expand their recreational potential.

One of the most pressing needs of the PBRM is ¢leel o replace
outmoded equipment and modernize park buildingéadty much of
the department’s emphasis in the ensuing yeardwitin upgrading
existing resources and facilities to more effidigaind effectively
serve the recreational needs of the residentsri@ld. More
efficient delivery of services combined with a gezalegree of citizen
involvement in maintenance activities can do mucbdunter budget
shortfalls.



At many of the public hearings held by the ConseonaCommission,
residents express dismay at losing naturalized spaoe. They often
discuss how much they enjoy watching the local Médand simply
walking around a wooded area. As many of the matdots in this
municipality and others are being developed, itheme clear that
residents of Springfield need well-managed consenvdand. A lack
of funding and staff has not allowed the Commissmdevelop trails,
maps and other amenities on their sites. This piimddress some
concrete goals the Commission can pursue in thesesen years to
better meet this need.

C. Management Needs

Recreation facilities and services cost money Ardtidget cuts
experienced at all levels of government due teett@omic recession
are a major obstacle to delivering park servicespésition 2 ¥
further complicates the situation by limiting a aoomity’s ability to
raise tax money to pay for services. Current budgghictions are
forcing the Department of Parks, Buildings & RetimaManagement
to examine how it manages its open space effigiemtt still provide
the public with safe quality recreation areas.

The use of technology and equipment will ensureices are
delivered in a timely manner to the residents afrigfield. These
budgetary constraints are influencing managemeattiges in three
distinct ways:

1. Optimization of Existing ResourcesBecause of the
reduction in manpower and maintenance supplies? BieM
department must make optimum use of its remairesgurces
in order to sustain a high level of service. Thil e
accomplished through increased productivity anitieficy,
made possible by improved scheduling and maintenanc
procedures, the use of new technology and theaepiant of
obsolete maintenance equipment.

2. Citizen Involvement (In progress):Participation in the
“Adopt a Park” Program by neighborhood councils pridate
organizations could be a great success that vaitathe
Department of Parks, Buildings & Recreation Manageiniy
alleviating some of its maintenance responsibditiene
program is designed to have neighborhood groupsgegark
clean-ups and security watches. This type of gitize
involvement instills a sense of pride in particifganvhich in
turn reduces the incidence of vandalism in neighbod parks.

3. New Funding SourcesThe parks department will rely
more heavily on fees and private donations to payérk
improvements. A vehicle entry fee for Forest Rass
instituted in June, 1992. Vehicle entry fees hdse heen
instituted at Blunt Park and Five Mile Pond Parlsd) fees at
the city’s two golf courses were raised to help fuaycapital
improvements.New funding sources will need to be
identified to manage non-point source pollution in
compliance with EPA’s NPDES program. Clean water
benefits all of our open spaces as well as the higabf our
community.

D. Major Ongoing Projects

The Connecticut River Walk and Bikeway The Connecticut River
Walk and Bikeway has greatly increased the re@ealtiopportunities
along the Connecticut River corridor since its ticea The trail
consists of amenities such as a paved path foclmgy strolling,
jogging and rollerblading; scenic overlooks, berscheban
promenades and a landscaped greenbelt. One exaitdition to the
walk and bikeway that has considerably increasatidrns the Pioneer
Valley Rowing Club. Their organizations leasesidding that has
access to both the walk way and the ConnecticutRiResidents can
rent bikes and kayaks, take rowing lessons andsadbe river. The
walkway also offers benefits that go beyond thakecfeation.
Benefits include reduced automobile traffic andssiains, and the
river walk serves as a stimulus for future riventrdevelopment in
Springfield. The Office of Planning & Economic Démement



continues to explore opportunities in which the wealk/bikeway can
be connected to existing recreational facilitigetighout the City of
Springfield. It is expected that even greaterafdée riverfront will
occur following a proposed $1,000,000 park improgetibeing
funded by MGM Springfield.

As the regional network of walk and bikeways grow, are
continually looking to connect Springfield’s pomi¢o the Cities of
Agawam and Chicipee. The long range goal of then€oticut River
Walk and Bikeway is to create a regional pedestaizoh bicycle path
along the Connecticut River that will connect tbeneunities of
Springfield, Agawam, West Springfield, Chicopee &talyoke. Once
completed the total length of the entire River Waatkl Bikeway will
be in excess of 22 miles.

Riverfront Development: Today, the city benefits immensely from
the $100 million Naismith Basketball of Fame deypehent. The site
contains a vibrant mix of restaurants, hotelscefpace and fitness
facilities. The rehabilitation of the former NaisinMemorial
Basketball Hall of Fame into a 70,000 square foarfront
entertainment and fitness experience continues tlmportant re-
use of existing development along the riverfrofhis area draws
patrons from the region and beyond. Use of therfignt is spurred
by a handicapped accessible rail crossing thainatigs from this site
providing a safe and beautiful means to arriveiaeRont park, the
location of our annual®of July celebration and several festivals.

The former York Street jail site continues to eeus of riverfront
redevelopment efforts. Using the RFP process ttyehGpes to
eventually find a proper reuse of this site, howesgecial
considerations must be made to account for sigmfigvater and
sewer infrastructure on site.

The Highland Division Rail-Trail : This proposed rail-trail is located
along the former right-of-way of the Highland Dinis (or

Hazardville Branch) of the Boston & Maine Railrodthe corridor
runs from the Hazardville section of Enfield, Coctieut, to

downtown Springfield, Massachusetts. The formex tomprises 12.5
miles; 8.5 miles in Massachusetts and 4 miles inn@oticut.
Originally, the line was part of the New Haven Rzald and
subsequently was acquired by Penn Central (1969)tai (1976),
and B&M (1982). In 1993, the line was formally abdaned.

This rail-trail abuts seven city neighborhoods vatbombined
population of 67,000. These neighborhoods alonepcisma larger
population than any other community in western Maebssetts.

This trail continues to offer the opportunity tertia deteriorated and
overgrown rail line into a unique recreational lvilegy for the citizens
of Springfield.

A feasibility study was conducted on the McKnigetton of the trall,
running from State St to Armory Street. This peobjleas strong
community support and funding is greatly needesk®it to its
conclusion.
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SECTION 8: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Goal #1: Acquire open space and recreation landséd on its value as a
natural resource or recreational opportunity.

Objective: To provide additional water based recreation oppties in the
city.

Objective: To increase inventory of open space, park landcandervation
land

Objective: To provide additional open space in areas, whichatestrate the
greatest need

Objective: To protect water resources via acquisition of ogsce and
carrying out the Wetlands Protection Act.

Goal #2: Adequately and consistently manage opeacgpand
recreation lands to reduce public safety hazardg;rease
opportunities for interacting with the outdoors armaximize
protection for the city’s natural resources.

Objective: To restore degraded areas in order to providdgrea
recreational and open space values.

Objective: To focus resources on invasive species management.
Objective: To continue routine maintenance and repairs.
Objective: To make capital improvements to open space icitie
Objective: To implement best management practices and lovadtnp
development methods related to stormwater quatifyrovements and
comply with NPDES regulations.

Goal #3: Regulate for the proper use and protectioinopen space
and recreation lands.

Objective: Clarify appropriate open space use within the. city
Objective: Carry out the implantation of the MA Wetlands Ration
Act.

Goal #4: Enforce the regulations for the proper us@d protection
of open space and recreation lands.

Objective: Protect open space in the city from detrimentakuand
encroachment.

Goal #5: Envision, Promote, and Create programs gmojects that
further healthy living in a modern City by creatingafe access to our
recreational facilities and collaborating to furthreurban agriculture
initiatives.

Objective: Collaborate to further access to healthy and affolel
food options via community gardens, and static obife farmers
markets.

Objective: Identify vacant land to be used for the developnoén
urban agriculture plots while decreasing blight andhe.
Objective: Implementation of the City of Springfield’s bicycad
pedestrian masterplan.

Objective: Promote the development of unique projects ideiin
the open space survey.
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SECTION 9: SEVEN YEAR ACTION PLAN

The Seven Year Action Plan is comprised of projeunfsortant to both
city residents and the Department of Parks, Bujdind Recreation
Management. All projects are considered to beriigs and will be
implemented as funding becomes available. The Depat actively
seeks grant funding from federal, state, municipal private grants to
implement the action plan. The anticipated fundingeline for each
project is included in this section.

GOAL #1: ACQUISITION

Objective: To provide additional water based recreation ofpadties
in the city.

Action Steps:

Objective: To increase inventory of open space, park land and
conservation land.

Action Steps:

1) Acquire approximately 8 acres of land along the
Springfield/Chicopee line. (Parks)

2) Creation of McKnight Rail Trial

Objective: To provide additional open space in areas which
demonstrate the greatest need.

Action Steps:

1) Identify and acquire small parcels to creatgmeorhood
parks and playgrounds in areas with a high numbehi@ren
and limited open space.

Objective: To protect water resources via acquisition of ogeace.

Action Steps:

1) Acquire the Camerota Property, approximateladres of
open space located on the north shore of Five Rbled.
(Parks)

2) Acquire the property at 148 Temby Street. (@ovestion)

3) Acquire marginal lots via the tax title process.
(Conservation, Parks)

4) Acquire parcels that are contiguous with cutyeotvned
parcels, would contribute to a wildlife corridor gneenway,
are wetlands or are listed as NHESP Priority Habita
Conservation)

GOAL #2: MANAGEMENT

Objective: To restore parks and other areas in order toigeoyreater
recreational and open space values.

Action Steps:
1) Renovate Blunt Park, Phase II. (Parks)

2) Brownfield restoration and playground renovat@walsh
Park. (Parks)

3) Dredge Five Mile Pond and upgrade the beach Raeiks)

4) Repairs to various tennis and basketball cabrtaighout
the city. (Parks)

5) Restoration of small triangles and terracesupnout the
city. (Parks)



6) Rehabilitate over 60 acres of school athlegtB. (Parks)

7) Restore Meadow 3
8) Construct Botanical Garden
9) Complete conduct 21E process at Wesson ParkgPar

10) Develop Management Plan for Conservation Areas.
(Conservation)

11) Renovation of Duryea Park. (Parks)

Objective: To provide additional swimming water bagd
recreation opportunities in the city.

Action Steps:

1) Restore Jam’s Beach Loon Pond for public swimming
area, by improving water quality. (Parks)

2) Renovate or construct spray parks throughout the Ci

Objective: To continue to provide specialized maintenancerapdirs
to park properties and buildings.

Action Steps:
1) Replacement of playground equipment city-widRarks)

2) Ball field renovationghroughout the City, and Van Horn
Park. (Parks)

3) Continue development of recreational amenitig€Saamp
Wilder and Quarry Pond. (Parks)

4) Improve walkways, landscaping, lighting, signagfe., at
Merrick Park. (Parks)

5) General improvements at the two Municipal Gau@Ges.
(Parks)

6) Continue to manage water resources with herscithke
level drawdowns and maintenance of detention bagfasks)

7) Continue the City’s tree replacement progrdParks)

8) Ongoing renovations of the park trails and offeak
systems city-wide. (Parks)

9) Fencing, monument and landscaping improvemergsya
Path, Cherry Lane and Wachogue Cemeteries. (Parks)

10) Implement recommendations in Dam Reports (2@4r2)
restoration and repairs to all City owned damsrk®a

11) Continue to upgrade all park roads. (Parks)
12) Continue to make all parks universally acddssi{Parks)

13) Institute a program to regularly remove trasmged on
conservation land. (Conservation)

Objective: To make capital improvements to open space icitle

Action Steps:

1) Construct new maintenance facilities in parkraisand
golf course facilities. (Parks)

2) Improve access, install dock system, stabilimge and
upgrade existing restroom facilities at Riverfr&ark. (Parks)



3) Construct a new community building at Ruth Hbietn Park.

(Parks)

4) Continues renovations to Greenleaf Park. (Parks)

5) Construct concession building at Marshall RogkP@arks)
6) Apply for land management grants. (Conservafidrarks)

7) Design trails on conservation land, possiblyhvtite
assistance of college students and interns. (Cositsen)

8) Install new trails and signage on conservataomll
(Conservation)

9) Organize fishing derbies on conservation land.
(Conservation)

10) Encourage research partnerships, especialhylactl
schools and colleges. (Conservation)

11) Create and distribute trifold pamphlets adsgery
conservation lands, with a special focus on envirental
justice outreach. (Conservation)

12) Improvement and installation of equipment aetop
Park. (Parks)

13) Repairs and improvements to Pynchon Parkkglpar

GOAL #3: REGULATION

Objective: Clarify appropriate open space use within the. city

Action Steps:

1) Develop and pass new regulations for the ap@tgpuse of
conservation and park land. (Parks & Conservation)

2) Develop and pass new regulations regarding stater and
erosion control as part of NPDES compliance.

3) Attempt to achieve a designation of an Area tical
Environmental Concern (ACEC) for the white cedag.bo
(Conservation)

GOAL #4: ENFORCEMENT

Objective: Protect open space in the city from detrimentakuand
encroachment.

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

Action Steps:

Increase staff presence on conservation land. @watson)
Reinstate ticketing procedures. (Conservation &®ar
Reinvigorate park ranger program

Work closely with the Law Department to pursue legaion
against violations and encroachment. (Conservation)

Work to effectively improve safety and securityalitparks and
open spaces.

GOAL #5: ENVISION, PROMOTE, CREATE

Objective: Collaborate to further resident access to healtiay a
affordable food options via community gardens, stadic or mobile
farmers markets.

1)

Action Steps:

Foster relationships with businesses that own vdogand
encourage lease agreements



2) Preserve existing water infrastructure and ideriahgsibility of
a garden irrigation fund.

3) Partner with organizations to establish rainwagstcttment
systems

4) Implement the Community Garden Regulations withugoon
neighborhood aesthetics

Objective: Identify vacant land to be used for the developnoén
urban agriculture plots while decreasing blight andhe.

Action Steps:

1) Develop easily accessible soil standards and goelfor
identifying and mitigating contaminated soils

2) Promote raised beds or hydroponic systems when®pipate

3) Analyze City properties for potential for urbaniagtture
initiatives
4) Partner with federal agencies such as FDA and ©R#advide

services and materials for community gardens

Objective: Implementation of the City of Springfield’s bicycad
pedestrian masterplan.

Action Steps:

1) Increase bicycle parking throughout the City witkids on
colleges, business districts and school systertitiasi

2) Adopt Complete Streets program

3) Create walking and bicycle maps highlighting acibéi#ty and
destinations throughout Springfield

4) Increase pedestrian and bicycling signage

Objective: Promote the development of unique projects idetiin
the open space survey.

Action Steps:

1) Perform feasibility studies on the highest ranKimgique”
projects from results of the Public Open Space Surv

2) Implement projects.

3) Continue review of public comments and improve
programming, management and availability of opeatsp
priorities

A. Discussion

Under ideal circumstances, all projects would bmgeted in seven
years. However, given the current fiscal limitatiat all government
levels, the plan must be approached with someliktyi Failure to
appropriate sufficient funds, or acquire them tigtogrants, will
necessitate rescheduling of activities over a plegixceeding seven
years.

The priorities of the Department of Parks, Buildir§ Recreation
Management are reflected in the detailed list ofgmts that follow.
The Seven-Year Action Plan addresses a numberpairtheental
goals ranging from internal management improvemintise
continued implementation of the Master Plan foreSbPark. Nearly
all projects call for updating existing resourced &acilities to allow
for maximum utilization by recreational users optomote more
economical and efficient service delivery by thepBement of Parks,
Buildings & Recreation Management. Cost estimatesapplied for
most projects in the attached appendix.



Since its formation, the Conservation Commissiondancentrated its
efforts on preserving land with natural resourcei@defore it is lost
to urban development. Additional land acquisitians scheduled in
the seven-year plan. The 60 acres acquired dieckast open space
plan have primarily been added to existing consemareas. The
Commission will continue to acquire new land, hoarethe primary
focus in the next seven years will be on trail nremance, trail
creation and hazard tree management.

Handicapped Accessibility Plan: The Seven-Year iaarporates
specific proposals to make some recreation andeceatson facilities
accessible to people with disabilities. All newkpprojects include
accommodations for those with mobility needs.

Currently, PBRM operates therapeutic recreatioivities at Camp
STAR Angelina in Forest Park. Programs include,asa not limited
to, Camp STAR Angelina, a 6-week inclusive day cgrggram for
youth and young adults, ages 5-22 with disabdjtend the
Therapeutic Recreation Club (TRC) program, comnytinésed
recreation for adults with disabilities, which affgorogramming
choices such as a bowling league, Zumba, socibkgags, and trip
and travel events.

Currently, PBRM operates therapeutic recreatioiviies at Camp
STAR Angelina in Forest Park. Programs include,dsa not limited
to, Camp STAR Angelina, a 6-week inclusive day cgrggram for
youth ages 3-22 with disabilities, and the “FunAithess program,
community-based recreation for adults with diséibsi which offers
programming choices such as a bowling league, Zusdzaal
gatherings, and trip and travel events.

Accessibility improvements continue in parks androppaces city-
wide. Renovations are currently underway to pre\adcess to open
spaces for people of all abilities. Park accebfibmprovements
include parking, access routes, restroom facilifieesper signage, and
accessibility amenities such as playgrounds, benahd picnic tables.
Any improvement to new or existing parks will indeiuniversal

design and accessible elements to provide greartpyty to open
space for people with disabilities.

During the design and construction phases on thyeogsed trails, the
Conservation Commission will attempt to provideesscfor people
with disabilities. As conservation land is supgbs®be maintained as
close to its natural state as possible, theremaitations due to
topography, soil material, etc. Still, every atggwill be made to
provide universal access at some portion of eachldped site.

B. Funding Sources

Potential sources of funding are identified forrepooposal in the
Seven-Year Action Plan. They include:

Local Sources:The source of operating and maintenance funds for
both the Department of Parks, Buildings & Recreaatanagement
and the Conservation Commission is the city’s garfend, while
major capital improvements are normally funded tigiothe issuance
of general obligation bonds. There are some tre=tunts available to
the Department of Parks, Buildings & Recreation Btggment that
were established for specific activities. Appropaas to the
Conservation Fund are used for the local shareeCommission’s
land acquisition program. Because of budget linutet, the city will
become increasingly more reliant on fees and pidanations to
finance open space projects.

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG, CDBG-DR):
Funds from the city’s annual CDBG entitlement carubed for
recreation facilities when the benefits are pritgdor low and
moderate income neighborhoods. During the pastyiears CDBG
Funds have been used by the Department of Parkgjrigis &
Recreation Management as matching funds for ggmiopriations
from the Commonwealth. Some recent examples of GPBojects
include: Mary Troy Park ($380,000), Emerson Wightk($200,000),
Hubbard Park ($142,000) Camp Wilder Park ($250,060nn Square
($70,000) and city-wide splash pad improvement9Q@$200).
Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Rel@DBG-DR)



funding has also been made available to restoghherhood parks
affected by federally declared disasters, whiclue both the June
2011 Tornado and the October 2011 Snowstorm aret etfents that
impacted the City of Springfield’s open spacese Ténovations at
Nathan Bill Park ($750,000) were made possible B3G-DR
funding.

Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (L&WCF): The Land
and Water Conservation Fund provide for the reirs&onent of up to
50 percent of the costs of acquiring or develomiatgloor recreation
facilities. The program is administered by the Ma$sisetts Executive
Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs, Divisioof Conservation
Services.

The Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity Program: The
program provides up to 70 percent reimbursemerthforcost of
acquiring land for conservation and passive remegiurposes. Since
1969, the acquisition of thirteen conservation atetaling 275.88
acres has been assisted by $120,965 in Local Atiqnsfor Natural
Diversity Program funds.

The Parkland Acquisitions & Renovations for Communties

Program (PARC): Reimbursement of up to 70 percent of the cost of
acquisition and development of active or passivdaar recreation
areas is possible under this program. Similahéoliocal Acquisitions
for Natural Diversity Program, the Parkland Acquiigis &
Renovations for Communities Program is administénethe Division
of Conservation ServiceRecent projects utilizing PARC Program
funds include: the Redevelopment of Camp WildekP$B53,536),
transformation of a vacant lot into Mary Troy P&00,000),
renovation of former school land at Balliet Park@,000).

Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery Program (UPARR)This
federal program makes funds available to munidiealifor renovation
projects, planning activities and innovative pragnaing. The major
thrust of the program is toward rehabilitation giséing recreation
facilities. Grants are for 70 percent of projecstsoRecent projects
receiving UPARR funding are Calhoun and EmersonitMRarks

($252,000) for new playground equipment and otlagious
recreational amenities. Magazine Park is the nexsnt recipient of
UPARR funds ($300,000) for a new water playgrouraly play
equipment, youth baseball field and other geneagt pnprovements.

Rivers and Harbors Program: This program provides up to 50
percent reimbursement for the restoration of plyjpbevned lakes or
other water ways. The Department of ConservatidRe&reation
administers the program. Over the past ten ydaed)epartment of
Parks, Buildings & Recreation Management has reckeiv
approximately $700,000 towards the restorationofakes and ponds.

Special Programs:The Commonwealth often sponsors programs such
as Heritage Parks, Town Commons and Olmsted Pahish provide
funds for special purpose parks. Funds may alsmobght from
diverse sources such as the Commonwealth’s Depatrioh@ublic
Works for monies for bikeway projects. Grants sfedily for
conservation land management will be researchecppplid for.
Recently, through the governor’s Signature Parlgfnm, the City
was able to begin renovations at North RiverfreentkR$1,200,000)
and transform the former Camp Seco into the newehohtherapeutic
recreation at Camp STAR Angelina in Forest Park3@Q,000).
Additional funding was received from the statedstore the City’s
open spaces after the June 2011 Tornado. Suppsertegeived from
the Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs Depawtnt of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) to replant atudd woodland
areas in the tornado zone, including the Murraycflf&outh Branch
Park, Camp Wilder Park, Nathan Bill Park, and Relirabeth Park.



Organizations: Park Department

Seven Year Action Plan

Proiects Estimated | FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrintion
) Cost 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 P
Continue the
replacemen'g of $1.200.000 X X X X X X X untlne replaceme;nt of plqygrounq equipment vylth
playground equipment universally accessible equipment, including butlimoited
city-wide to Marshall Roy, Ruth Elizabeth, and Donna Blakek®.a
?n(;r&téngltlecpc:%gnr]%r:itto Community parks include, but are not limited to &l
) y $750,000 X X X X X X X Park, Greenleaf Park, Emily Bill, Gurdon Bill, akdrest
parks universally
. Park.
accessible
Creation of a
consistent signage $600,000 X X X X X X X Ensure consistent park-specific signage througtieut
program for all parks park system.
city-wide
Renovation to the community building; a new equiptne
storage building for maintenance; renovations et
st par prse | T el [ohls o e oo e
Bikeway/Walkway | $2,000,000 X X X P o b e o 2 S 9c o o
Park Improvements pavilions; benches; picnic tables; trash recepsaciew
field lighting; new decorative lighting; continuati of the
bikeway/walkway; trails restoration; water bubbjers
signage; woodland restoration; and fencing.
Renovations to include athletic fields, splash pad,
Van Horn Park $2,500,000 X X X maintenance barn; woodland restoration; add iingat
and dredge Carp Pond.
Ruth Elizabeth Park $600,000 Renovation of tornado damaged park; transfer aitpad
lots to parkland.
General park improvements to include renovatiorth¢o
Myrtle Street Park $500,000 X X X basketball court and splash pad.




Organizations: Park Department

Seven Year Action Plan

Projects

Estimated
Cost

FY
15

FY
16

FY FY FY FY
17 18 19 20

FY
21

Description

Greenleaf Park

$2,500,00(

Construction of a new district maintenance fagilitgw
accessible playground equipment; install splash pew
basketball court; renovate two soccer fields ardl ad
additional softball fields; improve front entraneéh a
traffic light; improve parking area.

Walsh Park

$1,500,000

Renovations including, but not limited to, ballldis,
splash pad, picnic tables, benches, and add new
playground equipment.

Cottage Hill Park

$1,200,000

Development of an historic open green space in a
neighborhood common area; including benches; trast
receptacles; lighting; irrigation; and a centratlgated
gazebo.

Camp Wilder Park
and Quarry Pond

$300,000

Continuation of the development of recreational
amenities including, but not limited to, pavilions,
increased parking areas, playground equipment, tree
work, landscaping, lighting and picnic areas. Lake
management of rooted vegetation, algae, plantidg an
trail maintenance.

Five Mile Pond Park

Phase |
$1,500,000

Dredging of entrance cove; upgrade pichic groveadd
bathhouse; renovate parking and beach areas; aietvre
aquatic weed control measures.

City-wide tennis
court improvements

$1,500,000

Repairs to tennis courts in various parks througtioe
city, ranging from minor improvements to complete
restoration.

City-wide basketball
court improvements

$1,000,000

Repairs to basketball courts in various parks thnout
the city, ranging from minor improvements to conple
restoration.
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Organizations: Park Department

Seven Year Action Plan

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrition
J Cost 15 '16 17 18 19 20 21 P
Comprehensive landscaping and irrigation improveme
Restoration of to green spaces citywide, including but not limited
triangles and terracgs $750,000 X X X X X X X Thompson Triangle, McKnight Park, Dartmouth Terrag
throughout the City Clarendon Triangle and other green spaces throtgheu
city.
Merrick Park $500.000 X Ir_nprove. pedestrian vv_alkways, landscaping, lighting,
signage; relocate Puritan monument to Stearns 8quar
Pave parking area; renovate tennis courts; replace
Hubbard Park $750,000 X X X playground equipment; expand woodland trails; deedg
pond; and upgrade splash pad.
Marshall Roy Park $500.000 Improve acceS_S|b|I|ty, renovat_e _spla_sh pad, replace
playground unit and upgrade irrigation system.
Tree Replacement Continue tree replacement for City streets andipubl
P $750,000 X X X X X X X parks in accordance with the tree master plaetass
Program ; s
inventory and upgrade to the City's Treekeeper fanog
Replacement of Continuous replacement of park equipment necessary|
Maintenance $2,000,000 X X X X X X X | effectively maintain parks and open space; replace

Equipment

sawmill.
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Organizations: Park Department

Seven Year Action Plan

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrintion
) Cost 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 P
Upgrade School Rehabilitation of over 60 acres of school propsotyneet
Athletic Fields $3,000,000 X X X X X X X the increased for athletic fields.
Acquisition of approximately 11 acres of open space
Egﬂ?;i%?npgﬁggg): $750,000 X located on the northern shoreline of Five Mile Pond
q Acquisition of property would preserve the wateshe
Camerota Property $1.250.000 X X X Restoration of natural woodland to preserve watstdh
Phase I S coincide with the Lake Management program.
Neal Indlar] Orchard $2,000,000 X X X X X Implement Master Plan.
Community Park
Construction of new club house; expansion of existi
Veteran's Golf maintenance building; paving of cart paths throurghie
Course Improvements $3,500,000 X X X course; rebuilding of various tees and greens;toaction
P of two rain shelters; water bubblers; fairway regpaand
sand trap renovations.
Construction of a
Driving Range or Facility to be located on Dwight Road adjacent to
Executive Par-three $2,000,000 X Franconia Golf Course.
Course
C&gisrg;zﬁg?\r;gf Construction of new maintenance building at pastritits
Facilities for Park | $3,500,000 X X X X X X X and golf course facilities. Replace outdated and

Districts and Golf
Courses

inadequate structures with new facility and pawilad
Franconia.
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Organizations: Park Department

Seven Year Action Plan

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrintion
) Cost 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 P
The stadium is in need of structural, cosmetic, and
Walker Grandstand $1.500.004 X X X accessibility renovations. The basement aredbwill
renovated to accommodate classroom space for a
horticultural program with Putnam Vocational School
Forest Park Repairs to gullies that within and surrounding plaek;
) $1,500,000 X X X | collect and store stormwater to prevent nutrients a
Gully Restoration . . : )
sediment loads entering the Park’s water bodies.
Renovation of old zoo buildings for use as classroo
Forest Park Buildings $1,200,000 X X X space, and public gathering space in accordartbehd
Master Plan.
Forest Park Continue to upgrade all park roads with new bitwus
Roadways $950,000 X X X X X X X drainage and curbing. Continue bikeway/walkway.
Forest Park - .
Maintenance Building $450,000 X X Replace existing maintenance .barn
Restoration of this historic area in Forest Parkluding
Forest Park $1.500 000 X X but not limited to, trail restoration, bank statalfion,
Meadowbrook Ravine e accessible pedestrian bridges, clearing and grghidin
vegetation, and replication of grotto.
Forest Park Razing of existing greenhouse, construction ofva ne
Horticultural Center/| $3,000,000 X X X conservatory building with interior and exteriortémical
Botanical Garden gardens.
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Organizations: Park Department

Seven Year Action Plan

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrintion
) Cost 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 P
Z00 Improvements $2.000.000 An_aIyS|s qnd |mplem¢ntat|on of existing site widgard
to improving the quality of the exhibits.
Upgrades to the building mechanical operationsesyst
Cyr Arena $500,000 restore and replace maintenance equipment, boadds a
glass.
Camp S_TAR $1.750,000 X X X Construct a new yea_lr-round camp lodge buildingj; tra
Angelina overall accessibility improvements.
Forest Park Porter . o .
Lake Skate House $500,000 X X Improve site amenities and laagsty
Forest Park Trail Ongoing restoration of the many trails within Foreark;
. $750,000 X X X X X X X | cleanup of forest due to Wooley Adelgid damage; and
Renovation ) o
increase accessibility.
Forest Park Bowles $400,000 X X Restoration of Bowles Fountain.

Fountain
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Organizations: Park Department

Seven Year Action Plan

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descriotion
) Cost 15 16 17 '18 19 '20 21 b
e | cost || | x| e e e e et wit
Neighborhood Parks Undetermined .
limited open space.
Renovations include new lighting, parking improvernse
. and new play equipment. Parks include, but are not
Nelgr;?]g;r;c;%isark $3,500,000 X X X X X X X | limited to, Hennessey, Da Vinci, Gurdon Bill, Tréep,
Tubman, Adams Angelina Park, Pynchon Park and En|
Bill.
, , Develop 1.7 miles of an abandoned railway line ato
McKnight Trai $4,500,000 X X X X X X X bikeway/walkway trail in the McKnight Neighborhood.
Renovate existing park features including splagh pa
Kenefick Park $1,500,000 X X X basketball courts and ball fields. Request fromlipdbr
lighting of fields.
Renovate buildings and structure including, but not
Park Buildings $500,000 X X X X X X X | limited to, Trolley Pavilion and stone house in &sir
Park; Blunt Park Pavilion
Park Lighting $1,200,000 X X X X X X X Repair/replace all security and decorative lightinthin
the park system.
Park Security $1.500,000 X X X X X X X SD;S\;glnc;p and implement security master plan forpiduek

nily




Seven Year Action Plan

un
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Organizations: Park Department
Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Description
) Cost '15 '16 17 '18 19 '20 21 b
Develop Master Plan with Pine Point/Indian Orchard
communities. Improve beach access, construct contynt
Loon Pond $750,000 X X X building, waterway cleanup, and increase community
awareness of proper waste.
W(;T(I;?rrc))i? (Il-\)r:\él(iae:n $500.000 X X X X X X X Create Mater Plan to improve trail system; invagilant
Orchard) ' removal; increase accessibility.
City Owned Implement recommendations in Dam Reports (2012) fi
Dams/CT Levy $4,500,000 X X X X X X X restoration and repairs to all City owned dams.
Cherrv Lane Improvements including, but not limited to, fenging
Cem{:ter $100,000 X monument repairs, flag poles and landscape
y improvements.
Wachogue Cemetery $150.000 X Improvements including, but not limited to, fencing
' monument repairs, flag poles and landscaping.
Improvements, including but not limited to, fenging
Bay Path Cemetery $150,000 monument repairs, flag poles and landscape
improvements.
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Seven Year Action Plan

Organizations: Park Department

lots via the tax title
process

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrintion
) Cost 15 16 17 18 19 '20 21 P
Improve access to park from parking areas, indtatk
Riverfront Park |  $2,500,000| X x| x| x X x | System for kayaking and small boating activitidsre
stabilization, improve pedestrian access undetingis
trestle, and upgrade restroom facilities.
Northlfel\r/l((arfront $1,500,000 X X X X Implement Phase Il boathorestoration.
Repair; replace existing brick walk and roadwayeays
Court quare / $1,500,000 X X X X restoration of bronze monuments, general park
Extension
enhancements.
Wesson Park $300,000 X X X X Complete 21E.
Acquire marginal . . . :
Undeterminedl X X X X X X X ?;Efgfnd acquire tax title properties for laadjacent to
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Organizations: Park Department

Seven Year Action Plan

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrintion
) Cost 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 P
Acquire parcels that are contiguous with currentiyned
. Cost parcels; that would contribute to a wildlife cowicor
Greenway Corridors Undetermined X X X X X X X greenway, and that are wetlands and/or are listed a
NHESP Priority Habitat.
Conservation Trail Cost : . S .

System Undetermined X X X Design conservation lands trails; instadw signage.
Environmental Cost X X X Create and distribute pamphlets for conservatindda
Stewardship Undetermined with a special focus on environmental justice cathe

Continue to manage the city’s many natural watelidm
Citv-wide Lake to improve the quality of city water through varsou
My $3,500,000 X X X X X X X | practices, including organic lawn care and aquatied
anagement i . .
management; develop organic rain gardens stratsgica
throughout the city.
Implement organic turf management on city propsrtie
Organic Lawn/Turf $120,000 X X X X X X X Educate res_ld_ents on benefits of organic lawn tare
Management reduce pesticide use and overabundance of nutifents
waterways.
Remove sediment build up to maintain water bodigs c
Lake/Pond/Stream Cost wide at desired depth. Maintain sediment reterti@sins
. : X X X X X X X . . . .
Dredging Undetermined including maintenance or replacement of gabionmsedt
retention systems.
: Cost City-wide invasive plant species control/removal to
Habitat Management Undetermined X X X X X X X maintain/improve habitat for wildlife and park user
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Seven Year Action Plan

Organizations: Planning and Economic Developmemtks?and Conservation

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrintion
) Cost 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | ‘19 | 20 | 21 P
“Complete streets are designed to accommodatellsitsyq
Develob and adopt pedestrians, public transit users and motoristdl afges
P P and abilities,” - City of Springfield Bike/Ped PlaiThis
complete streets Cost . o : . .
) . . X X X X X X X ongoing process will identify and implement progestich
resolution for City of | Undetermined : .

Springfield as bike 'Ian('as, cycle track, mld-block c'rosswalks,' _
pedestrian islands, curb extensions, signage, naiyiy
and much more.

De\_/elc_)p pedestrian Signage and wayfinding are essential to safelysprart
wayfinding systems to . AR ) ' .
N Cost residents to destinations, including all open sp&tedies
highlight cultural and : X X X X . - .
histori : Undetermined are required to locate the most efficient locatifmrssuch
istoric assets in sianage
Springfield gnage.
Pioneer Vallev regional Cost Conduct second phase of regional bike share féigsibi
. Yy reg : X X X X X study with the newly developed Union Station Intedal
bike share initiative | Undetermined
system as a central focus
Feasibility study to connect the Forest Park neaghtiod
Close gaps in citywide Cost to the CT River Walk and Bikeway and conduct stiiy o
bicycle and pedestriar Undetermined X X X X X X pedestrian patterns along the “urban trail” from
network Brightwood neighborhood, across the Amtrak tracks t
downtown, while proposing safer walking routes
Establish
methodologies to Cost Study and develop a methodology to establish mbite s
. , X X X X . o )
measure mode shift andUndetermined goals on a project specific basis
develop mode shit goals
Food Policy Council Cost _ X X X X X X X Contlny(_e to st_aff and support Springfield Food &oli
Undetermined Council initiatives.
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Seven Year Action Plan

Organizations: Planning and Economic Developmemtks?and Conservation

Proiects Estimated FY FY FY FY FY FY FY Descrintion
J Cost 15 | 16 | 17 | 118 | 19 | 20 | 21 P
Community Garden Cost Provide support and technical assistance to urban
Ordinance . X X X X X X X agriculture project proponents by carrying out nadice
4 Undetermined - . . .
Implementation with focus on aesthetics and proper design/mainta
Vacant Lot Assessmerlt Cost _ X X Cor_1duct assessment of vacant pgbllc and_prlvad;e‘(bot
Undetermined agriculture potential and community benefit.
| x| x e e
Feasibility Study Undetermined groups paying 9 y
gardens.
Cost Research best practices and soil scientific priasipnd
Establish Soil Standards . X X X X develop guidelines for soil safety and incorporate
Undetermined ) ;
Community Garden Ordinance.
Coordination with
organizations to Cost Partner with local non-profit organizations to emteand
. X X X X X X X . ,
promote/develop urban Undetermined develop new urban agriculture projects.
agriculture projects
Cost Expand existing public gardens in existing parkd an
Public Gardens . X X X X public spaces to provide an outdoor educationakcteom
Undetermined ;
for residents.
Partner with newly established Springfield Central
Arts and Cultural Cost X X X X X X X Cultural District to educate residents and visitike as
Programming Undetermined to the cultural assets of the City, and promotéhr
development of programming.
Cost Build upon existing facilities and expand capaaeityl
Arboretum Undetermined X X X X public awareness of Forest Park and STCC arboretum
Dog Parks Cost ' X X X X Conduct a study of appropriate locations for féiei and
Undetermined develop best practices.
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SECTION 10: PuBLIC COMMENTS

The extensive tallied results from our Open Spaceey and public
meetings can be obtained from Natural Resourcesalytarin the
office of Planning and Economic Development. (#83-6020)



SECTION 11: REFERENCES

Open Space Plan, Springfield Planning Departm&&6.1

Open Space Plan, Springfield Planning Departmé&821

Open Space Plan, Springfield Planning Departmé&#7 1

Open Space Plan, Springfield Planning Departmé2 2

Open Space Plan, Springfield Planning Departmé&d 2
Massachusetts’ Outdoors, Volumes | & I, Executdféice of
Environmental Affairs, Department of Environmertédnagement,
Division of Planning and Development, December 1988

Natural Resources Program of the City of Sprindfi€@hase | - Study
Inventory of Sites with Natural Resource Potentiidfural Resources

Technical Team of Hampden County, December 1971.

Water and Related Land Resources of the Conne®iwet Region,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1978.

Water Resources Investigation, Connecticut RivesiiBaJ.S.
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, Octdi®at7.

Flood Insurance Study, City of Springfield, Feddtalergency
Management Agency, June 1991.

Streamflow and Water Quality in the ConnecticutdRilzowland,
Massachusetts, Department of the Interior, U.S &gl Survey,
1977.

2000 U.S. Census, U.S. Department of Commerce.

Major Employers of the Pioneer Valley, Pioneer ¥glRegional
Planning Commission, 2015.

Regional Population Projections: 2000-2020, Pionadiey Regional
Planning Commission, February 1992.
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Divisiarf Fisheries and
Wildlife and the following departments:

Department of Environmental Management:
www.state.ma.us/dem

Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmeriai
Enforcementwww.state.ma.us/dfwele

Department of Environmental Protectionmvw.state.ma.us/dep
Department of Food and Agricultuneww.state.ma.us/dfa
Metropolitan District Commissiorwww.state.ma.us/mdc
Connecticut River Walk and Bikeway, Grant Applicatifor ISTEA
Enhancement Funds, Pioneer Valley Regional PlanBiorgmission,
April 1995
City of Springfield Pedestrian and Bicycle Compl8tecets Plan,
prepared by Pioneer Valley Planning CommissionNadsBike for
LiveWell Springfield.
Food In the City: An Old Way in a New Time, pregaley the
Conway School of Landscape Design for the Spritdyf@od Policy
Council Urban Agriculture Committee

CDC Grant program for state public health ageniesipport healthy
local initiatives, 1422: Work Plan



The following city departments and individuals:
Planning and Economic Development
Parks, Buildings, and Recreation Management
Capital Asset Construction
Department of Public Works
Springfield Conservation Commission
Springfield Historical Commission
Springfield Water and Sewer Commission
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission
Pioneer Valley Transit Authority



Appendix |

Recreation Programs Sponsored by the SpringfieghRment of Parks, Buildings

& Recreation Management

Programs Frequency Participants Attendance
Movies Summer Adults/Children 400
Athletic Programs All year round Adults/Children 080
Fabulous February Once a week in February Aduliki@m 2,500
Winter Programs All parks included Adults/Children 50,000
Summer Programs All parks included Adults/Children 75,000
Pool Programs July to Labor Day Adults/Children 00D,
Senior Drop-In Center* Year round Adults 2,500
Bright Nights Nov 21ltoJanl Adults/Children 21@m00
Mega-Shell Programs 24 Programs Adults/Children 0@,
Festivals Seasonal Children 10,000
Fishing Derby Once a year Children 500
Therapeutic Recreation programs All year round IsdQhildren 5,000
Bocce Fall, Spring, Summer Adults 500
Lawn Bowling Fall, Spring, Summer Adults 100
Life Guard Training Twice a year Adults/Children a0
Childs Road Races Seasonal Children 800
Outdoor Concerts / Fire works Total of 6 in thensaer Adults/Children 6,000
Tennis Summer Adults/Children 1,200
Tennis Tournaments Spring/Summer Adults/Children 00Q@,
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Appendix |

Recreation Programs Sponsored by the SpringfiehBment of Parks, Buildings

& Recreation Management

Programs Frequency Participants Attendance

Cyr Arena* October-April Adults/Children 20,000
Basketball Clinic Once in summer Children 150
Soccer Clinic Once in summer Adults/Children 150
Golf (Franconia) April-November Adults/Children P8P
Golf (Veterans) April-November Adults/Children 26
Passive Recreation All year/All parks Adults/Chddr 500,000
Road Races Year round Adults/Children 30,000
Walk-a-thons Year round Adults/Children 30,000
The Zoo in Forest Park** Year round Adults/Children 50,000
Soccer Fall/Spring Children 8,000
Volleyball Year round Adults 2,500
Evening Gym Program Fall, Spring, Summer Children ,508
After School Programs Fall, Spring, Summer Children 2,500
Youth/Adult Leagues Continuous ngirlsn 18(?(’300000

*Includes all Cyr Arena Programs (hockey, figuratikg, and public skating).
**The Zoo is located in Forest Park; the ForeskR&vological Society is in charge of the maintereaand operation.
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APPENDIX Il: PuBLIC OPEN SPACE

| NVENTORY
(Part 1 and 2)

Technical Description: Part 1

Map Key: The map key refers to the large-scale Open Spage Ma
appended to this report. (Note: the first two Isttef the key are
neighborhood abbreviations, i.e., BW = Brightwobt§ = Memorial
Square, etc.)

Name Open space areas are identified within each ohgfeld’'s
seventeen neighborhoods. Neighborhoods are showreddpen
Space Map.

Acres: The acreage of each open space area is givenllassiee
total public open space acreage for each neighbdrho

Type/Facilities: For open space areas with active recreation fiasiji
type indicates whether the area functions as ahbeitpood or
community park. Unless such areas are identifiecbasmunity parks,
it can be assumed that they function primarilydove the
neighborhood in which they are located. Facilithraviations are as
follows:

All properties held by the Conservation Commissaom identified as
natural areas and, along with undeveloped parksa\ailable for
passive recreation.

Technical Description: Part 2 Ownership, Managermieuablic Access
and Degree of Protection are described prior tdishiag of individual
sites.

Map Key: (Same as Part 1)
Name of Area: Open space areas are listed by ownership. Listirgys
in alphabetical order within each ownership catggor

Conditions: The current condition is judged as excellent, gdaid or
poor. For active recreation areas, condition igtgsincipally on the
quality of recreational facilities. For conservatiareas and parks
lacking active recreation facilities, conditionbased on factors such
as the degree of erosion or the presence of illedamped debris.

Recreation Potential: Recreation potential is rated as low, medium or
high depending on whether adding new recreatiaulities or
upgrading existing facilities will likely increasecreational activity
within the area. The recreation potential for naltareas relates to the
feasibility of constructing trails and installingfches and signs. It
should be noted that many conservation areas grerad primarily to
protect wetland resources and recreation is a skcpienefit.

Funds Used:Federal or state funding programs are identified
wherever external funds have been used to supptdoeat resources
for the acquisition, development or restoratiompén space. Funding
programs are described in Section 9: Seven-Yeaowétlan and
include:

UPARR - Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery Program
L&WCF - Land and Water Conservation Fund
CDBG - Community Development Block Grant
HUD-OSP - U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Dmpraent,
Open Space Program
EPA - Environmental Protection Agency (Section Eldan Lakes)
DEP - Massachusetts Department of EnvironmentakeBtion
DEP Programs:
Clean Lakes
Rivers and Harbors
DEM-Massachusetts Department of Environmental Manemnt
DEM Programs:
City and Town Commons
Olmsted Parks
Heritage ParksExecutive
Office of Environmental Affairs -Division of Consation Services:
Self-Help
Urban Self-Help



Appendix II: Part 1

Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Ack,

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities
Bay Neighborhood
BY1 Ray Smead Arena 3.2 Skating Rink/State owned
BY?2 Blunt Park 161.7 ggmzuTr}gi;ngg/o?gsb., Bask., Soccer, Tennis, Trg
BY3 Acorn Park 4.0 Basb., Tennis, P.E.
BY4 Hennessey Park 1.28 Passive, Monument
BY5 Central HS Athletic Fields 9.87 Basb., Footp&lccer, Track, Tennis
BY6 Ells Playground 4.7 Basb.
BY7 State Pool 1.98 Pool
Total 186.73 acres
Boston Road Neighborhood
Community Park, P.E., Picnic, Boat Launch,
BR1 Five Mile Pond 22.9 Concession Bldg, Restrooms, Ticket Booth, Parkin
Lot
BR2 Loon Pond Access 0.39 Boat Launch
BR3 Warner Playground 3.8 Basb., Bask., P.E.
BR4 Grayson Kettle 16.82 Natural Area
BR5 Fanti Bog 114 Natural Area
BR6 Merrill/Wrentham Bog 6.74 Natural Area
BR7 Five Mile Pond Access 1.23 Natural Area
BR8 Loon Pond Shore 1.60 Natural Area
BR9 Wollaston Consveration Area 0.83 Natural Area
BR10 Kent Road Conservation Area 0.61 Natural Area
BR11 Loon Pond Beach 4.21 Beach, Picnic Area, SvingniRestrooms
Total 70.53 acres

g
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Appendix II: Part 1

nis

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities
Brightwood Neighborhood

BW1 Kenefick Park 12.70 Commun!ty Park, P.E., Water Park, Restrooms, Ten

Community Bldg.
BW2 Connecticut River Access Park 1.26 Undeveloped
BW3 Wason Avenue Park 1.63 Passive
BW4 Brightwood School Playground 0.63 Bask., BaBtE., Handball, Pool, Passive
BW5 Marina Park 3.40 Boat Ramp
BW6 Chestnut Accelerated Playground 5.44 Basb. B&sbtball, Soccer

Total 25.06 acres
East Forest Park Neighborhood

EF1 Treetop Park 17.76 Soccer, Parking Lot, Restrooms, Childrensyétlound
EF2 Nathan Bill Park 19.02 Cpmmunlty Eark, Basb., Bask., S_occer, P.E., Tennig

Picnic, Passive, Restrooms, Parking
EF3 Edward J. Murphy Park 2.49 Undeveloped Woodland
EF4 Red Maple Swamp 26.98 Undeveloped Woodland
EF5 Memorial School Playground 6.07 Basb., Baskni®
EF6 Harris School Playground 1.19 Bask., P.E.
EF7 General Edwards Triangle 0.43 Monument
EF8 Schneeloc_k Brook (Helen C. White 4191 Natural Area

Conservation Area)

EF9 Colorado Street Conservation Area 31 NaturabA
EF10 Pine Crest Conservation Area 6.45 Natural Area

Total

122.61 acres

Py

76



Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Appendix II: Part 1

O

Map Key Name | Acres | Use/Facilities
East Springfield Neighborhood
ES1 Marshall Roy Park 14.63 Basb., Soccer, Football, Bask., P.E., Wdtground
ES2 Rio Vista Park 4.77 Undeveloped Woodland
ES3 Camp Angelina 3.33 P.E., Picnic
ES4 Bircham Park 0.52 Undeveloped Woodland
ESS Bowles School Playground 1.98 Bask., P.E.
ES6 Pottenger School Playground 0.99 P.E.
ES7 Delta Hills Conservation Area 27.52 Naturalare
ES8 Brookdale Dr. Conservation Area 8.30 NaturaaAr
ES9 Peter J. Carando, Sr. Conservation Area 8.32 turdlairea
ES10 Neal Indian Orchard Community Park 21.50
Total 91.86 acres
Forest Park Neighborhood
Community Park, Pool, Bathhouse, Skating Rink, Bas
Bask., Football, Soccer, Tennis, P.E., Picnic, Bliey
Trails, Nature Trails, Monument, Sculpture, Zoo,
FP1 Forest Park 735.20 Administration & Maintenance Bldg’s., Handicap Play
Structures, King Philip’s Stockade, Carriage House,
Parking , Toll Booth, Water Playground, Rose Garden
and Horticulture Displays
FP2 Forest Park Extension 77.59 Undeveloped Woddlan
FP3 Franconia Golf Course 103.00 18-Hole Golf Ceu@ubhouse
FP4 Valentine Park 9.02 Undeveloped Woodland
FP5 Shamrock Park 10.43 Undeveloped Woodland
FP6 Mary Shea Park 0.50 Passive*
FP7 Garfield Triangle 0.12 Fountain
FP8 Beal School Playground 6.76 Bask., Basb., P.E.
FP9 Washington Street School Playground 0.77 P.E.
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities
Forest Park (cont.)
FP10 White Street School Playground 0.78 P.E.
FP11 Kensington Avenue School Playground 0.44 P.E.
FP12 Entry Dingle 17.38 Natural Area
FP13 Entry Dingle Access 0.77 Natural Area
Total 962.76 acres
Indian Orchard Neighborhood
101 Lake Lorraine State Park 1.26 Public BeachhBaitise
Community Park, Basb., Bask., Soccer, Tennies, P.E.
102 Hubbard Park 65.69 Picnic, Nature Trails, Passive, Pond, RestroomkifiRa
Water Playground
103 Cottage Hill Park 3.34 Passive
104 Myrtle Street Park 155 ggzggfn?:k., Water Playground, P.E., CommunityBId
105 Godfrey Park 0.96 Monument
106 Kennedy Athletic Fields 16.87 Basb., Bask.,tBath, Soccer, Tennis, Track
107 Indian Orchard School Playground 4.78 P.E.
108 Indian Orchard Kame 1.26 Natural Area
109 Lake Lorraine Conservation Area 7.98 Naturadair
1010 Long Pond Bog 10.26 Natural Area
1011 Mona Lake 0.01 Natural Area
1012 Chicopee River Overlook 5.87 Natural Area, MMealy, Boat Ramp

Total

119.83 acres
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities
Liberty Heights Neighborhood
LH1 Atwater Park 9.05 Undeveloped Woodland
Community Park, Basb., Bask., Football, Soccer,
tags | [eme P Pk Byl Tl Malre il
Playground, Parking

LH3 John A. Sullivan Park 5.62 Bask., Basb.
LH4 Gurdon Bill Park 6.61 Picnic, Passive
LH5 Walsh Park 4.0 Softball, Bask., P.E.
LHG6 Brunton Park 0.12 Passive
LH7 gtehrllgt?(i égg:my (Van Sickle) Schoo 5.28 Pool, Basb., Bask., Football, Tennis, Track
LH8 Glenwood School Playground 0.90 P.E.
LH9 Liberty Street School Playground 0.98 Baskk.P.
LH10 Eﬁ)egaan/Abbey Brook Conservation 2813 Natural Area
LH11 Mary Troy Park .70

Total 175.34 acres

McKnight Neighborhood
MK1 Magazine Park 3.13 Basb., Bask., P.E., Wataydtbund
MK2 McKnight Glen 2.45 Passive
MK3 Thompson Triangle 0.81 Passive, Fountain
MK4 McKnight Triangle 0.43 Passive
MK5 Rebecca Johnson Park 2.25 Basb., P.E.

Total 9.07 acres
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities

Memorial Square Neighborhood
MS1 Calhoun Park 2.43 Water Playground, Basb., Bédadball, P.E.
MS2 Linda’s Park 1.75 Community Gardens, Outdo@s&looms
MS3 Jaime Ulloa Park 3.41 Basb., Bask., P.E., Pjaifater Playground
MS4 Lincoln Street School Playground 0.54 P.E.

Total 8.13 acres

Metro Center Neighborhood

MC1 Armory National Historic Park 18.50 Small Arfekiseum, Passive
MC2 Kibbe Triangle 0.80 Passive
MC3 Quadrangle** 1.06 Passive, Dr. Seuss Nationairidrial Sculpture Garden
MC4 Merrick Park 0.57 Sculpture, Passive
MC5 Apremont Triangle 0.10 Passive
MC6 Emily Bill Park 4.24 Basb., Bask., Water Playgnd, P.E., Community Bldg.
MC7 Armoury Commons 0.57 Sculpture, Passive
MC8 Pynchon Plaza 0.44 Sculpture, Passive
MC9 Stearns Square Park 0.41 Sculpture, Passive
MC10 Court Square Park 2.4 Monument, Passive
MC11 Riverfront Park 6.42 Passive, Walk/Bikeway, ghitheater

Total 35.51 acres
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities
Old Hill Neighborhood
OH1 Barrows Park 1.63 Water Playground, P.E.
OH2 Pendleton Avenue Park 1.70 Bask., Passive, P.E.
OH3 Harriet Tubman Park 1.70 Bask., P.E., Picréssive
OH4 Mason Square 0.24 Monument, Passive
OH5 DeBerry School Playground 2.83 Basb., Bask, P.
Total 8.10 acres
Pine Point Neighborhood
PP1 Sylvester & Lorenzo 4.71 Undeveloped Woodland
PP2 Putnam Park 6.83 Soccer, Football
PP3 Balliet School Playground 3.88 Basb., Bask,,Handball, Tennis, Picnic, Shuffleboard
PP4 Dorman School Playground 1.64 P.E.
PP5 White Cedar Bog 26.98 Natural Area
PP6 Seymour Dingle* 20.36 Natural Area
PP7 Good Shepard’s Brook 3.62 Natural Area
PP8 Edgemere Road Swamp 4.55 Natural Area
PP9 Hutchinson Bog 1.82 Natural Area
PP10 Bayside Street Wetlands 0.23 Natural Area
PP11 Ralph Street Conservation Area 0.71 Natureh Ar
PP12 Tilton Street Conservation Area 0.88 NaturabA
Total 76.21 acres
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities
Six Corners Neighborhood
SC1 Stebbins Park* 4.77 Bask., P.E., Picnic, Passiv
SC2 Ruth Elizabeth Park 5.94 Water Playground, B&stsk., P.E.
SC3 Gerrish Park 1.07 Monument, Passive
SC4 Commerce Playfields 3.47 P.E., Basb., Socoatball
Total 15.25 acres
Sixteen Acres Neighborhood
SAl South Branch Park* 167.92 Passive
SA2 Camp Angelina 2.0 Camp (Disabled Children)
SA3 North Branch Park* 94.64 Undeveloped Woodland
SA4 North Branch Tributary Park 27.70 Undevelopedodland
2 B o boo e
SA6 Hermitage Tract 5.34 Undeveloped Woodland
SA7 Veteran’'s Golf Course 149.0 18-Hole Golf Course
SA8 Venture Pond 10.60 Undeveloped Woodland
SA9 Kiley School Athletic Fields 13.03 Basb., Baskoccer, Tennis, Pool
SA10 Duggan School Athletic Fields 14.42 Basb. kBakennis, Pool
SAll Lynch School Playground 21.07 Basb., Baskcc&o P.E.
SAl12 Sixteen Acres School Playground 21.89 BasiskB Soccer, P.E.
SA13 Glickman School Playground 4.25 Basb., B&IE,
SAl4 Brunton School Playground 3.84 Basb., P.E.
SA15 Freedmand School Playground 5.11 Basb., P.E.
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities
Sixteen Acres (cont.)
SAl6 Talmadge School Playground 4.64 Basb., P.E.
SAl7 Keddy Tracts 16.60 Natural Area
SA18 Bonavita Conservation Area 2.76 Natural Area
SA19 DYS Tracts 24.10 Natural Area
SA20 LaBelle Drive Conservation Area 22.88 Natuyesda
SA21 Lake Massasoit Access 0.64 Natural Area
SA22 Duggan Leatherleaf Bog 11.16 Natural Area
SA23 Rose Chase Conservation Area 14.66 Natura Are
SA24 Garvey Drive Promontory 3.52 Natural Area
SA25 South Branch Extension 12.97 Natural Area
SA26 Grand Valley Conservation Area 8.98 Naturadair
SA27 Venture Pond Conservation Area 3.04 NaturabAr
SA28 Mill Pond Access 241 Natural Area
SA29 Wetstone Tract 0.78 Natural Area
SA30 Tamarack Bog 19.23 Natural Area
SA31 Woodland Park Conservation Area 39.10 Natreh
SA32 Gralia Road Swamp 10.83 Natural Area
SA33 Broska Farm 27.30 Natural Area
SA34 Dutchess Street Vernal Pool 5.14 Natural Area
SA35 Michael Street Access to South 0.30 Natural Area

Branch of the Mill River
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Map Key Name Acres Use/Facilities
Sixteen Acres (cont.)
SA36 Heritage Drive Extension 0.34 Natural Area
SA37 Ramblewood Conservation Area 19.60 NaturabAre
SA38 Breckwood Park 27.65 Undeveloped WoodlanddPon
SA39 Sabis School Playground 14.85 Basb., SocoetbEll, P.E.
SA40 Senator Street Conservation Area 0.26 Nafned
SA41 Stapleton Road Conservation Area 0.14 NaAned
SA42 Timothy Circle Conservation Area 0.73 Natukeda
SA43 Camp Wilder 27 55 ggnmtg;unlty Park, Pond, Picnic, Restrooms, Camp, €ente
SA44 Tinkham Road Wetland 29.10 Natural Area
SA45 South Branch Conservation Area 4.25 NaturabAr
SA46 Vann Street Conservation Area 2.84 NaturabAre
SA47 Jordon Street Swamp 3.58 Natural Area
Total 924.74 acres
South End Neighborhood
SE1 DaVinci Park 0.41 P.E., Passive
SE2 Emerson Wight Playground 6.88 \'Il'\i:::elg Playground, Basb., Bask., Soccer, P.E., €i&avilion,
Total 7.29 acres
Upper Hill Neighborhood
UH1 Gunn Square Park 0.78 Bask., P.E., Passive
UH2 Adams Playground 2.28 Basb., Bask., P.E., Piéiiater Playground
UH3 Weeping Willow Land 1.70 Undeveloped Woodland
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Public Open Space by Neighborhood

Upper Hill (cont.)

UH4 Wesson Park 19.79 Undeveloped Woodland
UH5 Lake Massasoit Access 2.54 Undeveloped Woodland
UHG6 Homer Street Playground 0.33 Bask., P.E.

Total 27.42 acres

City Total: 2844.24 Acres

(Note: This inventory does not include numerouslktrangles and terrace owned and maintained byGhy of Springfield.)
*Indicates area extends beyond neighborhood boigslar

**Quadrangle Park is owned and maintained by thengfield Museums Association.
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Appendix II: Part Il
Public Open Space by Ownership

A: Federal Property

Owner/Manager: U.S Department of the Interior

Public Access: Admission is free.

Degree of Protection: Federal Law protecting natidmistoric site.

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentia External Funding

MC1 Armory National Historic Park Good Medium Dejpaent of Interior

B: State Property

Owner/Manager: Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Depat of Environmental Management (DEM)
Public Access: Fee charged at both sites.

Degree of Protection: Article 97 of the State Cibngon.

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentia External Funding
101 Lake Lorraine State Park Excellent Low DEM
BY1 Ray Smead Arena Fair Low DEM

C: Department of Parks, Buildings & Recreation Manayement

Owner/Manager: City of Springfield, Department e, Buildings& Recreational Management

Public Access: There is a daily automobile feeatst Park, Five Mile Pond Parkand Blunt Park. S8egssses are available which allow a vehicle tereail
parks for a reduced price. Pedestrians may waltkker into all parks for no cost. All other parks/bano vehicle entrance fee.

Degree of Protection: All land under the Park Dépant ownership is dedicated for park use and dineersion to other uses invokes Article 97 of thete&S
Constitution.

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentia External Funding

BY3 Acorn Park Fair Medium L&CF

UH2 Adams Playground Good High CDBG, L&WCF, UrbaaifSlelp
MC8 Armoury Commons Excellent Low CDBG

ES3 Angelina Park Fair High

MC5 Apremont Triangle Good Low CDBG

LH1 Atwater Park Good Low

OH1 Barrows Park Excellent Low CDBG, L&WCF, UrbaelfsHelp
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Public Open Space by Ownership

C: Department of Parks (cont.)

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentia External Funding

ES4 Bircham Park Good Low

BY2 Blunt Park Excellent High Mass. Hwys., Urbarf$telp

SA38 Breckwood Park Fair Low

LH6 Brunton Park Good Low CDBG

MS1 Calhoun Park Good Medium CDBS’rbszF]V\é(éEZI:JeITSRR’

SA2 Camp Angelina Good Low

SA43 Camp Wilder Good High Urban Self-Help, Citynés

1012 Chicopee River Overlook Fair High

BwW2 Connecticut River Access Good Low

103 Cottage Hill Park Fair Low

MC10 Court Square Park Excellent Low Heritage Park

SE1 Da Vinci Park Good Low CDBG

EF3 Edward J. Murphy Park Good Low

SE2 Emerson Wight Playground Good Medium CDBS’rbLf;]V\éCéE::eITsRR’

MC6 Emily Bill Park Excellent Medium L&V\L’J(r:b':énpg‘e’ﬁf'e':lgnds’

BR1 Five Mile Pond Good Low Clejpb;ﬁkgzl'flﬁgl\éc':’
Urban Self-Help, EPA, Clean Lakes,

FP1 Forest Park Excellent Medium River and Harbors, Olmsted,

MassHighway
FP2 Forest Park Extension Good Low
FP3 Franconia Golf Course Excellent Medium UrbalfSelp
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Public Open Space by Ownership

C: Department of Parks (cont.)

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentia External Funding

FP7 Garfield Triangle Good Low

EF7 General Edwards Triangle Good N/A

SC3 Gerrish Park Good Low

105 Godfrey Park Excellent Low

SA5 Greenleaf Park Excellent High L&WCF, Hljc):\;s;?ogp?nn:n?ommunity
UH1 Gunn Square Park Fair Medium CDBG

LH4 Gurdon Bill Park Fair Medium CDBG, L&WCF

OH3 Harriet Tubman Park Excellent Low CDBG, Urbaif$lelp

BY4 Hennessey Park Good Medium CDBG

SA6 Hermitage Tract Good Low

102 Hubbard Park Good Medium CDBG, L&ngifﬂgﬁon Lakes, Urban
MS4 Jaime Ulloa Park Good Low UPARR

LH3 John A. Sullivan Park Good Medium

Bw1 Kenefick Park Excellent Medium Hgljlas?n(é]ell_rfa\/\éct:)lr:nrirjgﬁ; Sgl\jﬁ:{;?ﬁen
MC2 Kibbe Triangle Good Low

UH5 Lake Massasoit Access Good Medium

BR2 Loon Pond Access Good Low

BR11 Loon Pond Beach Excellent Low Urban Self-Help

MK1 Magazine Park Good High CDBS;bL;V\é%E_’HUeTs‘RR’
BW6 Marina Park Good Low
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Public Open Space by Ownership

C: Department of Parks (cont.)

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentia External Funding

ES1 Marshall Roy Park Excellent Low L&WCF, UrbarfSéelp
FP6 Mary Shea Park Good Low

OH4 Mason Square Excellent Low CDBG

MK2 McKnight Glen Fair Low CDBG

MK4 McKnight Park Good Low CDBG

MC4 Merrick Park Excellent Low

104 Myrtle Street Park Excellent Low CDBG, L&WCFrhan Self-Help
EF2 Nathan Bill Park Good High L&WCF, Urban Selfiple
SA3 North Branch Park Good Low

SA4 North Branch Tributary Park Fair High

FP5 Oakland Street Park Good Low

OH2 Pendleton Avenue Park Poor Medium

MC8 Pynchon Plaza Poor Low CDBG

MC3 Quadrangle Prk Excellent Medium Heritage Park

EF4 Red Maple Swamp Good Medium

ES2 Rio Vista Park Good Low

MC11 Riverfront Park Good High CDBG, Hertiage Park
SC2 Ruth Elizabeth Park Good Medium CDBG, L&WCFbal Self-Help
SAl South Branch Park Good Low
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Public Open Space by Ownership

C: Department of Parks (cont.)

Recreation Potentia||

Map Key Name of Area Condition External Funding

MC9 Stearns Square Good Low CDBG

SC1 Stebbins Park Fair High

PP1 Sylvester & Lorenzo Fair Low

MK3 Thompson Triangle Excellent Low CDBG, City & Wwa Commons
EF1 Treetop Park Excellent Medium Urban Self-Help
LH2 Van Horn Park Excellent Low Clean Lakes, L&WQFpan Self-Help
FP4 Valentine Park Good Low

SA8 Venture Pond Good Medium

SA7 Veterans Golf Course Excellent Medium

LH5 Walsh Park Poor High L&WCF

BW3 Wasson Avenue Park Fair Medium

UH3 Weeping Willow Lane Good Low

UH4 Wesson Park Good Low

D: City Conservation Land

Owner/Manager: Springfield Conservation Commission

Public Access: All areas are open to the publizoatost.
Degree of Protection: All areas a held by the Cassion in fee-simple interest and a change is ugk@s Article 97 of the State Constitution.

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentia|| External Funding
PP10 Bayside Street Conservation Area Good Medium
SA18 Bonavita Memorial Conservation Areeia Good High
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Public Open Space by Ownership

D: City Conservation Land (cont.)

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentia External Funding
ES8 Brookdale Drive Good High

SA33 Broska Farm Poor High

SA25 Carol Ann Conservation Area Fair Medium

EF9 Colorado Street Conservation Area Fair Medium

ES7 Delta Hills Good High Self-Help, HUD-OS
SA22 Duggan Leatherleaf Bog Fair High Self-Help, BHOS
SA34 Dutchess Street Vernal Pool Fair Low

SA19 DYS Good High

PP8 Edgemere Road Swamp Fair Low

FP14 Entry Dingle Fair Low Self-Help
FP15 Entry Dingle Access Fair Low

BR5 Fanti Bog Good High

BR7 Five Mile Pond Access Good High

SA24 Garvey Promontory Fair Low Self-Help
PP7 Good Shepard’s Brook Fair Low Self-Help
SA32 Gralia Road Swamp Good Low

BR4 Grayson Kettle Hole Good High

SA26 Grand Valley Conservation Area Good Low

SA36 Hermitage Drive Extension Good Low
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Public Open Space by Ownership

D: City Conservation Land (cont.)

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potentig External Funding
PP9 Hutchinson Bog Good Low

108 Indian Orchard Kame Good Medium

SA47 Jordan Street Swamp Good Low

SAl7 Keddy Tracts Good High Self-Help
BR10 Kent Road Conservation Area Fair Medium

SA20 LaBelle Drive Conservation Area Poor High

109 Lake Lorraine Shore Good High

SA21 Lake Massasoit Access Good Medium

BR8 Loon Pond Shoreline Good Medium

1010 Long Pond Bog Good Medium

BR6 Merrill/Wrentham Bog Fair Low

SA35 Michael Street Access Fair Medium

SA28 Mill Pond Access Good Low Self-Help
1011 Mona Lake Fair Medium

ES9 Peter J. Carando, Sr. Conservation Afea Good w Lo

EF10 Pine Crest Conservation Area Fair Medium

PP11 Ralph Street Conservation Area Fair Medium

SA37 Ramblewood Conservation Area Poor High

SA23 Rose Chase Conservation Area High High
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Public Open Space by Ownership

D: City Conservation Land (cont.)

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potential External Funding
EF8 Schneelock Brook Good Low Self-Help
SA40 Senator Street Fair Medium

PP6 Seymore Dingle Fair Low Self-Help, HUD-OS
SA41 Stapleton Road Conservation Area Fair Poor

SA45 South Branch Conservation Area Good Low

SA30 Tamarack Bog Good Low

PP12 Tilton Street Conservation Area Good Low

SA42 Timothy Circle Fair Medium

SA44 Tinkham Road Wetland Fair Medium

SA46 Vann Street Conservation Area Good Low

SA27 Venture Pond Good High

SA29 Wetstone Tract Good Low Self-Help
PP5 White Cedar Bog Good Low Self-Help
BR9 Wollaston Street Conservation Area Fair Poor

SA31 Woodland Park Good High Self-Help

E: School Department Property

Owner/Manager: Springfield School Department
Degree of Protection: None except for those ardesevfederal funds were use for acquisition or igwreent. In those cases, deed restrictions preatent
conversion to other uses without prior consenhefftinding agencies.

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potential External Funding
PP3 Balliet Playground Excellent Low L&WCF
FP8 Beal Playground Good Medium

ESS5 Bowles Playground Fair Low

BW4 Brightwood Playground Poor Low
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E: School Department Property (cont.)

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potential External Funding
SAl4 Brunton Playground Fair Medium

BYS5 Central High School Athletic Fields Excellent oW

BW6 Chestnut Accelerated Playfields Excellent Mediu Urban Self-Help
SC4 Commerce Playfields Excellent Low

OH5 DeBerry Playground Excellent Medium Urban $édip
PP4 Dorman Playground Poor Low

SA10 Duggan Athletic Fields Good Low

BY6 Ells Playground Poor Low

SA15 Freedman Playground Fair Medium

LH8 Glenwood Playground Good Low

SA13 Glickman Playground Good Medium

EF6 Harris Playground Good Low

UHG6 Homer Street Playground Good Low

107 Indian Orchard Playground Good Low

106 Kennedy Athletic Fields Good Low

FP11 Kensington Avenue Playground Poor Low

SA9 Kiley Playfields Good Medium

MS4 Lincoln Playground Poor Low

SAll Lynch Playground Good Medium
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Public Open Space by Ownership

E: School Department Property (cont.)

Map Key Name of Area Condition Recreation Potential External Funding
SAl11 Lynch Playground Good Medium
EF5 Memorial Playground Fair Medium
ES6 Pottenger Playground Good Low
PP2 Putnam Athletic Fields Excellent Low
SA39 Sabis Playfields Excellent Medium
SAl12 Sixteen Acres Playground Fair Medium
SA16 Talmadge Playground Good Low
LH7 Central Academy (Van Sickle) Playfields Good wLo
BR3 Warner Playground Fair Medium
FP9 Washington Street Playground Poor Low
FP19 White Street Playground Poor Low
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Appendix lII:
Description of Proposed Conservation and Park AaeasHighlights of Successful Land Acquisition Ratg Identified in 2008 plan

Map Key Area (Acres) Description

P1 North Branch Extension (88.66) This site encaspathe stream valley of the North Branch of tlleRiver in the portion of its
wetland between Parker Street and the Wilbraham tow&. There are two main trails adjacent to the
Hillcrest Park Cemetery and Spikenard Circle. Gne fire road which was constructed by the cemetery
after several fires. There are several other tveitlsin the property. The area is suitable for hii
jogging and cross country skiing.

P2 South Branch Extension (2.94) Some of the cfersremaining undeveloped woodlands are locatedhiteen Acres along the South
Branch of the Mill River. These areas are adjatethe towns of Wilbraham, Hampden and East
Longmeadow and have been identified by the Natdieaitage as supporting populations of rare and
endangered species. Although the potential foeatmn is good, it is a good area for natural stutly
large parcels to the north of this area have beasgaired by the Conservation Commission since 2008

P3 Entry Dingle (10.47) Acquisition of the streamtbetween Tiffany and Dickinson Street would coetplthe greenway
extending from White Street to Forest Park. One aas recently donated to the Commission.
Recreation potential is limited to hiking due ® steep slopes.

P4 Jamaica Brook (12.71)) Jamaica Brook connedsdPaoad (Fanti Conservation Area) with the Nontari8h of the Mill River.
It is almost entirely wetland.
P5 Chicopee River Overlook (12.39) This narrow psuia, located in the Indian Orchard Neighborhestidtches more that 800 feet into the

Chicopee River and along its banks. This areaitatse for walking and notable for its scenic vsstd
the Chicopee River=50% of this property was acquired by the Parks Bgment since 2008.

P6 Connecticut River Shore (3.88) This site liestmnriverside of the flood control structure jestith of the boathouse at the North End
Bridge. It contains the last significant stand ottGnwoods and Silver Maples in Springfield.

pP7 Mona Lake (1.76) Mona Lake is a shallow 11-tadke near the intersection of Berkshire Avenue @atlage Street. It's &
recreational potential for boating, swimming angtskating.

P8 Lake Lookout (9.20) The North Branch of the NRiver empties into the lake which is sometimessatered part of Lake
Massasoit.

P9 Lake Lorraine Shore (3.50) A 16-foot easement cannects the Lake Lorraine Conservation Area tighlake. Acquisition of an

additional three acres would join the existing @uation area with the lake. This area of the dhme
is now being used by fisherman as the state-stgqkiogram at Lake Lorraine.

P10 Five Mile Pond (9.92) This area is locatedhatdnd of Temby Street and abuts Five Mile Ponzbritains extensive wetlands
and a shoreline. It is the former site of a priyatevned junkyard.
P11 Wilbraham Road Bog (26.04) This site is congatisf several bogs located south of Wilbraham Rueat the Wilbraham Town line.

It is adjacent to 29 acres of conservation landiired from the state Division of Youth ServiceseTh
bogs are located in an area of dense undergrowitsteep slopes, .limiting recreational use.




P12 Tinkham Road Swamp (85.36) Tinkham Road Swartgrated south of Tinkham Road, near the Gatecalven Cemetery. This area
is identified as a habitat for rare and endangspeties by the Massachusetts Natural Heritage &rogr
P13 Robinson Gardens (12.54) This wetland arezceged northeast of Bay Street behind Robinsondbardpartments. This area is
generally a swamp.
P14 Edgemere Road Red Maple Swamp| Edgemere Road Red Maple Swamp is a densely ovengsasamp forming part of the same drainage
(15.61) system and connecting to the Grayson Kettlehoes@umation Area. A portion of the area has been
acquired through tax-title takings and donati@everal of these parcels were acquired by the
Conservation Commission since 2008
P15 Ellendale Road Red Maple Swamp | There are three small ponds and an unnamed tiibiatdahe South Brach of the Mill River in this
(17.57) wetland area. It is located near the intersectfidDamley and Allen Streets:25% of this property was
acquired by the Conservation Commission since 2008
P16 Jordan Street Swamp (20.06) As yet, therétles dievelopment in the immediate vicinity of teigamp which borders the Wilbraham
town line. There are trails through the area wigichnect to the proposed North Branch Extension
Conservation AreaApproximately 25% of these properties were acquibgtthe Conservation
Commission since 2008.
P17 Rocus Street Swamp (7.51) Poor Brook interskeetsouthern end of this wetland area near tleesettions of Rocus Street and
Robbins Road. The central portion is a kettleholg. I pair of nesting Red Tail Hawks have been
observed in the area:50% of this property was acquired by the ConseimaiCommission since 2008
P18 Five Mile Pond Extension (0.30) This small asdacated directly adjacent to Five Mile PondiPdihese parcels are privately owned
and currently have structures located on them.
Plastics Park (21.50) This 21 acre parcel is loghten Page Boulevard, on the border of the East 8gfield and Indian
Orchard Neighborhoods. This park space has beenwacf by the City during the last OS plan
timeline. It is now named the Neal Indian OrchardoaBhmunity Park.
P20 Duda Property (3.14) This property is a 3-pareel on the border of the cities of Springfietdl £hicopee. The parcel

contains a small pond and has scattered vegetdtnamne is good recreational potential for this it
will serve the surrounding residents of East Syfiehad)




Appendix IV: Update

Park Department: Forest Park, the city’s largedtranst heavily used
recreation area, is the focus of a large amouttiefestoration dollars
that come the City’s way from the Commonwealth dredFederal
Government. Over the last 20 years, in exces@@fillion has been
expended toward improvements in Forest Park. Atat3es, with an
average annual attendance of well over 500,000 psitiForest Park is
always in need of capital improvement funding.

Projects presently under design in Forest Parkidec!

Forest Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardensistorically,
Forest Park was always known for its beautiful #o\and rose
gardens. With the completion of the new Rose Gand¢he fall of
2000, it is time for the attention to be turnedhe renovation of the
horticultural area in Forest Park. The current gheeise is antiquated
and in need of complete replacement. A concepkesign has been
completed for a Victorian style conservatory withee wings.
Botanical gardens are planned for the immediate swmerounding the
conservatory.

Estimated Project Cost: $5-10 million

Porter Lake Skate Housdmprovements planned for this building
include gutting the interior first and second fle@nd renovating the
space for continued use for the Environmental GdateOur Schools
(ECOS) and future use as a public gathering fgcilithe septic
system is failing and must be replaced with a grnngimp system and
new restrooms. The exterior will be improved withw decorative
pavers, lighting, benches, landscaping and safsrsado the water.
Accessibility will be addressed and improved

Estimated Project Cost: $500,000 - $1,500,000

Projects presently under construction in parks citywide,
include:

Camp STAR Angelina Roughly 20 acres of Forest Park, the
renovations at Camp STAR Angelina will offer thistiuniversally
designed day-camp and park in the area. To beassdte home of
Therapeutic Recreation in the City of Springfieldhmp STAR
Angelina offers inclusive recreational opporturstfer youth and
adults with disabilities. The renovations includezero-entry
accessible swimming pool, bathhouse, Universal Qartd
Amphitheater, accessible woodland trail to Porigkd.and a year-
round programming building. The master plan wdldompleted in
phases, with the pool/bathhouse and amphitheagmimgin Summer
2015. The project is funded through state and nipali¢unds, private
donations and in-kind services.

Project Costs: $5,000,000

PHASE 1 & 2 (Bathhouse, Pool, Amphitheater)

State (Signature Parks Program $1,300,000
City (CBDG) $ 350,000
Private Donations $ 250,000

Balliet Park : This 6.47acre park is located in the Pine Point
neighborhood of the City. Balliet Park was transfé from the
School Department to the Park Department to beabg@eras a public
park, and through this reclassification the park wetgible for, and
received, state grants for renovations. Renovatwtsnclude
installation of a splash pad, playground area @il pmenities, as
well as rehabilitation of the playfields, tennisldrasketball courts.

Project Cost: $652,000
State (Our Common Backyards)) $200,000
State (PARC FY15 Program) $400,000
City (Bond) $252,000



Nathan Bill Park: Located in the East Forest Park neighborhood, this
19.2 acre park was impacted by both the OctobewStoom and June
tornado. Renovations were made possible througbnamunity
Development Block Grant —Disaster recovery Progaachinclude
installation of a splash pad, stone dust walkinttp parigation;
restoration of the basketball and tennis courtgalfation of park
amenities, improved ADA accessibility and renovatid the parking

lot.

Project Cost: $900,000
Federal (FEMA: CBBD-DR) $750,000
City (Bond) $ 150,000

Mary Troy Park: Located in the Liberty Heights neighborhood, this
0.70 acre parcel of vacant land was transferréded®ark Department
and renovated into a neighborhood park. To comgierthe adjacent
senior center/library, the park renovations inctlidepatio plaza area
with sensory garden plantings, installation of asdde walkways,
slash pad, playground and other park amenitieditidadal park
lighting and landscaping have been installed tthagisally improve
this area and act as a safe connection betweembaopedestrian
travel lanes of the neighborhood.

Project Costs: $700,000

State (PARC Grant) $400,000
City (CDBG Funds) $300,000



Appendix V: 504 Facility Inventory

In accordance with the Section 504 Compliance Giniele of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, a separate inventonyefach of the
properties under the jurisdiction of the Departn@ark and
Recreation of Conservation Commission has been letetp A
statement of the City’s administration policies@opanies the survey
form. This inventory has been updated to show d@amge with all
new parks and buildings. All parks and open spag#sn the City of
Springfield are open to the public for recreatiomse by city residents.
The Department of Parks, Buildings and Recreatiam&gement aims
to ensure all parks are accessible to people abdlties by providing
accessible and equitable amenities options whesilges The City’s
park inventory increasingly adds accessible andearsally designed
features for new construction projects and reptaeiging
infrastructure and/or non-ADA compliant amenitieghvaccessible
options. Accessible routes to and from the cipdsks and the
amenities within each park, are reviewed for coarmgle and
improvements are made as necessary. Survey forowedures and
requirements of our plan are available for digialwing upon request
or may be viewed at the Office of Planning and Ecoit
Development, 70 Tapley Street, Springfield, MA.

Rehabilitation Issues:

Geographic Areas and Neighborhoods Needing Rehattdtion:

There are seventeen (17) neighborhoods in theo€®pringfield. For
planning purposes, each neighborhood is treatadsaparate entity
and, therefore, land use, demographic and sodalis@ompiled on a
neighborhood basis. In light of this approach, infation on parks,
conservation areas and school playgrounds hassueemarized by
neighborhood in Appendix Il and Action Plan prodesae also
grouped by neighborhood.

Several neighborhoods are the target of comprefenshabilitation
strategies due to the prevalence of physical detgron, economic
distress and social problems. Comparative neigldwatidata on
income, poverty, employment and housing are shawthe previous
pages. From the data, it can be seen that cer@ghlvorhoods have
poverty and unemployment rates much higher thagcithewverage,
while in these same neighborhoods, median incorddname
ownership rates are generally much lower than tbbfee rest of the
city. Most of the poorer neighborhoods are locatetthe older,
densely populated, westerly portion of the citysunding and
including the central business district. In additio experiencing
physical decline and economic stress, social prablare common in
these neighborhoods.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Developr{iédD) is
the principal source of external funds for hougiglgabilitation, urban
renewal, public facility improvements and socialvsees.
Neighborhoods eligible for HUD monies based on Htsiteria for
identifying low and moderate income areas closelyatate with
those neighborhoods needing physical rehabilitafitvey include;
Memorial Square, Brightwood, Metro Center, Soutll EBix Corners,
Old Hill, McKnight and Bay. Portions of Upper Hillhdian Orchard,
Forest Park, Liberty Heights and Pine Point alsetrhBJD eligibility
requirements and are in need of rehabilitationc&wpportunities for
developing new parks in these older, densely setigghborhoods is
constrained by the lack of available land, upgrgdind improving
existing parks is the most cost efficient and pcattstrategy for
satisfying recreation demands. Park renovatiom imtegral part of
the city’s neighborhood rehabilitation strategyd &heven of the
thirteen neighborhood parks earmarked for rehahiih in the Seven-
Year Action Plan are located in the low and modenatome areas
identified above.



Appendix VI: City of Springfield Pedestrian
and Bicycle Complete Streets Plan

*Physical document attached to plan*
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ity of Springfield - Stormwatershed Map

Keep Our
Streams Clean

Lorraine
na. % i/
Laﬁ’ Five-Mile R i Street Litter, Plastics, and Leaves

\\ ¢ 5 Poor Brook Pond

Be mindful of litter, NEVER throw litter down into storm drains
Keep catch basins free of debris and leaves.

Fertilizers

N. Branch Mill River Avoid use of fertilizers. If needed, use organic fertilizers.
Sweep, do not wash any fertilizers or soil off driveways and
walkways.

Resevoir Pesticides and Herbicides

Minimize use of pesticides and herbicides.
Use natural alternatives. Trim grass and remove weeds by
hand without herbicides.

1‘ e
Carlisi ‘ Il = -
arlisle :

Brook Breckwooc;%“‘llai IF‘

; Pet Waste
Pond ‘ Dispose of pet waste by flushing it down the toilet, burying it,
or discarding it in a plastic bag and place it in your trash
gVenture

Pond Yard Waste

Keep soll, leaves, and grass clippings from accumulating on

your driveway, sidewalk, or in the street. Compost yard waste
and use on your soil.

Watershops Pond

Motor Oil

1 Never pour used motor oil down the drain. Take oiltoa
S. _BraPCh local service station to be recycled.
Mill River

Anti-Freeze

Take used Anti-Freeze to a local service station for recycling.
Never mix Anti-Freeze with any other substance.

Paint
Donate old paint to local groups. Dispose of oil and
Schneelock lead based paints at the designated household hazardous
waste collection center, Bondi's Island Landfill
Brook Appointments are available by calling 787-7840

Household Hazardous Waste

Do not pour hazardous waste down any drain or discard with
regular trash. Contact your Springfield Solid Waste Office at
787-7840 to learn how to properly dispose of hazardous waste
Use natural or less toxic alternatives to accomplish the task.
Supported by:
‘Massachusetts Environmental Trust

Porter Lake System

-Springfield Conservation Commission
-Springfield Parks Department
-Springfield Planning Department
-Springfield Public Works Department
-Springfield Water/Sewer Commission
-Springfield Science Museum
‘Massachusetts Water Watch

Map Produced by: Springfield Planning Department
October, 2001
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5 Year Action Plan Summary Map

Van Horn Park

- Athletic field and splash pad renovation
- Woodland restoration
- Carp Pond restoration

Blunt Park

- Athletic field, building, woodland and
path restoration

- Disc golf course

- park ammenities

McKnight Rail Trail

-Restoration of historic rail
line running through McKnight

Riverfront Park

- Upgrade pedestrian access
- Dock installation
- shoreline stabilization

Forest Park

- Numerous projects improving Park
- Meadowbrook Ravine Trail install
- Building improvements

- Horticulture center

*

sl

5 Mile Pond

- Dredging of entrance cove; upgrade picnic grove
and old bathhouse; renovate parking and beach
areas; and review aquatic weed control measures.

Ruth Elizabeth Park
- Renovation of tornado

owned lots to parkland.

damaged park; transfer city-

Hubbard Park

- Pave parking area; renovate tennis courts;
replace playground equipment; expand
woodland trails; dredge pond; and upgrade
splash pad.

Greenleaf Park

- new accessible playground equipment;
install splash pad; new basketball court;
renovate two soccer fields and add
additional softball fields; improve front
entrance with a traffic light.

City of Springfield, Massachusetts

_~SPRINGFIELD |

JS 5 YearAction Plan Summary

4,350 8,700 Feet
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Prepared by the Office of Planning and Economic Development - July 2016




Unique Features Map

Abbey Brook Conservation Area

White Cedar Bog

Connecticut River

Historic Forest Park _———//%(

Watershops Pond

K Indian Leap Overlook

Kettlehole Ponds

N

City of Springfield, Massachusetts
Unique Features Map
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Regional Context Map
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