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Editorial: Springfield's Union Station on track to glorious tomorrow
Published: Saturday, July 28, 2012, 6:00 PM

ZR The Republican Editorials
By

The interior of Springfield’s once-grand and
long-abandoned Union Station looks like a set for
an episode of the 1950s television series, “The

Twilight Zone.”

Such was the strange and ghostly tableau greeting
U.S. Transportation Secretary Raymond LaHood
last week as officials unlocked the entrance to the
cavernous old train station to take a look around
and to celebrate the announcement that funding is
finally in place to bring the property back to life as
a $45 million regional intermodal transit hub.
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Mark M. Murray, The Republican

It was a momentous occasion for the city of
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Congressman Richard E. Neal, left and U.S. Secretary of Trandsportation

Raymond H. LaHood, arrive at Union Station for a press conference After decades of failed attempts, the 1926-era
Monday morning.

Springfield.

landmark in the city’s north blocks will soon be
Union Station Press Conference gallery (15 photos) teeming with people buses. trains, newsstands
and coffee shops - just like the revitalized New
England stations in South Boston and Stamford,

Conn.

The project will begin this fall and is slated for completion in 2014.

Hints of the station’s former glory were still visible amidst the dust, the peeling paint and broken lunch counter stools
on Monday when federal state and local officials got a peek inside the long-boarded up building on Frank B. Murray
Street.

But, with a little imagination — and an architect’s rendering on a nearby easel — a bright new future seemed to be

calling.
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Union Station Press Conference

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Raymond H. LaHood, announced a
major grant to start the long awaited Union Station Transportation

renovation of the station was a hot topic when U.S. Center project ,during a press conference monday.

To put the good news in perspective, the

Rep. Richard E. Neal was mayor of Springfield from

1984 to 1989. And it was a goal of administrations before him.

Now, with Neal’s help in Washington the project is finally ready to roll.

The maddeningly long wait for the project to become a reality may actually turn out to be fortuitous.

The timetable for Union Station’s rebirth coincides with the start of the state of Connecticut’s $73 million commuter
rail line project from Springfield south to Hartford and New Haven where it would connect with Amtrak’s busy
Northeast Corridor or Metro-North to New York City. Springfield's Union Station would become a vital link in the
commuter rail line project, which some day might include an east-west passenger train improvements from Boston to

Worcester to Springfield.

The project will do a lot more than sprucing up and abandoned building.

LaHood, joined by Neal and state and city leaders, said the project will give the region an economic boost and create
jobs. Union Station’s revitalization is expected to create 3,000-or-so construction jobs alone. “Transportation creates

jobs,” LaHood said. “Just think of the small businesses. Just think of all the people who will work in this building.”

Work demolishing the old baggage warehouse at the station will begin in November. Plans call for a 200-space
parking garage with 23 lower-level bus berths for Peter Pan Bus Lines and the Pioneer Valley Transportation Authority
transit buses. The existing ticketing offices will be replaced with new ticketing operations for Peter Pan, Amtrak and

Greyhound and there will be plenty of room for travel-related retail businesses.

With everything falling into place it’s indeed time to say “all aboard” for Springfield’s new Union Station.
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