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Welcome
The temporary provisions in the Open Meeting Law regarding remote meetings are 

extended until 3/31/ 2025. Meetings are live and recorded for viewing: 
https://www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCommunityPreservationCommittee/

Meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of the month. To view minutes and 
agendas for past meetings see the Meeting Portal on the City website.

To view or listen to a recorded meeting: 
● https://www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCommunityPreservationCommittee/ 

recordings are also available on the Focus Springfield YouTube page 

● Written public comments may be mailed to 
Community Preservation Committee,
City Hall, 36 Court Street, Springfield 01103 
or e-mailed to cpc@springfieldcityhall.com 
Telephone: 413-530-1268

● Tonight is an informational workshop and once the presentation is over there will be a public 
Q&A followed by the normal business of the Committee. 

■ For a copy of this presentation please send an email to cpc@springfieldcityhall.com
■ The 2023 grant application may be completed on line and is located on the 

Springfield Community Preservation Committee page of the City of Springfield 
website  https://www.springfield-ma.gov/finance/community-preservation

https://www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCommunityPreservationCommittee/
mailto:cpc@springfieldcityhall.com


Massachusetts state law (MGL Ch. 44B) passed in 2000 to 
help cities and towns preserve the character of their 
communities through a dedicated fund open space and 
outdoor recreation, historic resources, and community 
housing. Springfield voters adopted CPA in November 2016 
and the ballot initiative passed in 63 of 64 precincts.

 
 

The Community Preservation Act (CPA) 

   CPA Legislation

The Springfield City Council approved the first year of 
CPA funding in 2018.
Since then over 13 million dollars for 89 CPA projects 
have enhanced our community. Without CPA many of 
these projects may not otherwise have been funded.  



• Each community that adopts CPA is required to establish a 
 Community Preservation Committee (CPC) to administer the program.

• Springfield Community Preservation Committee (SCPC) consists of 
nine (9) volunteer members who each serve a three (3) year term. 
There are three (3) Neighborhood Representatives appointed by the 
City Council President, and one (1) member each from the following:

Community Preservation Committee

NAME REPRESENTATION

ROBERT MCCARROLL,  CHAIR Springfield Preservation Trust, Inc.

JUDITH CROWELL Historical Commission

GLORIA DEFILIPPO Planning Board

JUANITA MARTINEZ Conservation Commission

CLINTON HARRIS Park Board

WILLIE THOMAS Housing Authority

RHONDA SHERRELL Neighborhood Representative

STEVEN BOSWORTH Neighborhood Representative

YOLANDA CANCEL Neighborhood Representative



• To solicit input from city boards, commissions, and the general 
public to assess the community preservation needs of Springfield. 
An annual  hearing takes place in October to gain public input.

 
• Input from the annual hearing is used to develop and maintain a 

community preservation plan and establish the priorities of 
recommending projects for funding to the City Council;

• Prepare an annual budget for the City Council establishing how 
the committee intends to allocate annual CPA revenue;

• Make project recommendations to the City Council. Following 
a competitive application process, the committee makes 
recommendations to the City Council regarding the allocation of 
CPA funding. The City Council can approve, reject, or reduce the 
CPC’s funding recommendations.  

What is the role of the 
Community Preservation Committee?



CPA is financed by
1) 1.5% voter-approved tax surcharge on properties assessed over $100,000
2) matching funds from the statewide CPA Trust Fund.

The FY2024 budget for CPA in Springfield is approximately $2.5M. 

How is the CPA Funded in Springfield?

Each year, the CPA is required to spend or reserve for future spending a minimum of 10% of its 
annual CPA revenues for open space and outdoor recreation, historic preservation and 
community housing.



GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
501C3 NONPROFIT

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
INDIVIDUALS

COMMUNITY CIVIC AND NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS

WHO CAN APPLY FOR A CPA GRANT?

IS A CPA GRANT RESTRICTED FUNDING?

CPA ALLOWABLE USES
 OPEN 

SPACE
HISTORIC RECREATION HOUSING

ACQUIRE YES YES YES YES

CREATE YES NO YES YES

PRESERVE YES YES YES YES

SUPPORT NO NO NO YES*

REHABILITATE 
and/or 

RESTORE

No, unless 
acquired or 

created 
with CPA 

funds

YES YES

No, unless 
acquired or 

created with 
CPA funds

YES



Before proceeding with an application, applicants are strongly advised to read the Springfield Community 
Preservation Annual Plan and this more detailed Department of Revenue (DOR) Allowable Spending chart 

found on the SCPC webpage.  https://www.springfield-ma.gov/finance/community-preservation



Applies only to non-municipal grant requests over $50,000.

Fair Wage Policy 

What is it and 
why do I need to 

comply?

The Springfield Community 
Preservation Committee (SCPC) 
requires certification of compliance 
with wage and hour and other 
employment-related laws prior to 
issuance of contracts.



Before proceeding with an application, applicants are strongly advised to 
read the Springfield Community Preservation Annual Plan and review the 

DOR Community Preservation Fund Allowable Spending Purposes Chart (last slide).

APPLICATION AND INSTRUCTIONS

Projects: should have a defined start and finish (not ongoing) and generally are considered capital 
projects. CPA funds cannot be used for normal maintenance.  

It is the policy of the SCPC to limit the maximum grant awarded to $300,000 for any single project in 
a single year. 

Unlike a municipal budget with a top down structure, CPA funds are considered bottom up 
projects that are initiated by individuals, city departments and various organizations. CPA 
funds are not part of the municipal budget. 

Municipal Budget

CPA Funds



Land

EXAMPLES OF FUNDED PROJECTS

Project: Westminster Children’s Park. A pocket park in the McKnight 
neighborhood. 

Open Space and Recreation

Project: Knotweed eradication city parks and conservation areas. 

Project: Magazine Park, Blunt Park, Stone Soul Memorial Garden, 
Marshall Roy, Hubbard Park, Dartmouth Terrace, Godfrey Triangle 
Marshall Roy Park,Hennessy Park, Nahorniak Park, Bay Path 
Cemetery, Venture Pond, Florentine Gardens, Alden Street Park, 
Myrtle Street Park, Angelina Park and several additional public parks 
received grants for enhancement and restoration.  

Project: Studies. Bike & Skate Park.Rockrimmon Boat House restoration, 
Spanish American War Memorial. 

Project: Trail Head & Signage for conservation areas. 

Project: Land purchase to expand the Abbey Brook Conservation Area.



Historic Resources

EXAMPLES OF FUNDED PROJECTS

Project: Historic Homes Restoration Program. Preservation Grants for income eligible homeowners 
who live in the following Local Historic Districts:  Quadrangle-Mattoon, Forest Park Heights, 
McKnight, Maple Hill, Lower Maple, Ridgewood and Colony Hills to help with the restoration of 
exterior features that contribute to the original appearance of the house. Selected by lottery. 

Project: School Street School and Classical High restoration of elements on historic building. 
Stained-glass restoration for Trinity United Methodist Church, Christ Church Cathedral, New Bethel 
Church and Springfield Museums.

Project:  Historic funds for restoration of elements on Brookings School, Drama Studio, Indian Orchard 
Fire Station, Community Music School.



COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECTS

Down payment assistance program. Provides zero interest (0%) forgivable loans 
of $4,000 to eligible households. 

Rehabilitation of buildings for the reuse in housing for eligible households. 
Brookings School Apartments, 58 Itendale Street reconstruction, Byers Street 
Housing Rehab (WayFinders) & Gemini Townhomes all received CPA funding.

CPA funds may be spent on the 
acquisition, rehabilitation, and 
support of community housing.  
It also may be spent on the 
rehabilitation or restoration of 
community housing acquired or 
created using CPA funds.

EXAMPLES OF FUNDED PROJECTS



APPLICATION

A digital or electronic copy is required and  9 copies of the application & attachments by 
4pm on February 29, 2024. Please follow the drop-off instructions on the website.



● For projects that involve property (land/buildings)
Notify appropriate neighborhood council(s) of the project application. Provide 
a letter of support or verification that the neighborhood council/association 
where the project is located has been notified. A list of neighborhood 
organizations can be found here: 
https://www.springfield-ma.gov/planning/index.php?id=neighborhoodcouncils

● Land that is acquired with CPA funds for Open Space will need a conservation 
restriction

● If your recreation project is planned on city property
Park and/or recreation projects are required to present at a Park Commission 
meeting and obtain a letter of support to submit in the application.  Please 
contact Pat Sullivan at the Dept. of Parks, Buildings and Recreation 
Management via email:  
psullivan@springfieldcityhall.com or (413) 413-787-7770 with the following:
-          Name & Contact Information (phone & email)
-          Project Details (including location)
-          Request to be on Park Commission agenda

Application Tips 

https://www.springfield-ma.gov/planning/index.php?id=neighborhoodcouncils


If your proposal is for a historic resource:

CPA funds may be used for the acquisition, rehabilitation, and/or restoration of 
historic resources. A historic resource is defined as a building, structure, vessel, 
real property, document, or artifact that is: 

• Listed on the State Register of Historic Places; or

• Determined by the local Historic Commission to be significant in the history, 
archeology, architecture, or  culture of the city.

For rehabilitation projects, work must comply with the U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and specs must be reviewed by our  
preservation consultant before work begins.

*Note: CPA-assisted historic properties not already protected by a Local Historic 
District (LHD) will be required to become one. 

Funding in this category requires additional attention and the application must 
include a detailed scope of work and a description of the rehab planned to 
ensure the project meets the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 

CPA Funds are granted after a final inspection of the completed project

HISTORIC RESOURCES

Application TIPS



CPA Project Approval Process

CPC reviews project applications

CPC recommends list of projects and 
funding amounts to City Council 

Majority vote of City Council 
required for each project approval

Contracts are signed and 
work can  begin

Project application submitted to CPC Applications due February 29, 2024

Meeting with Applicants– March & April

Deliberations– May & June

City Council Recommendations– Summer 

November 2024– January 2025

Note: The CPC cannot predict the time for the City Council approval process



 We want to hear from YOU!
E-Mail comments to: 

CPC@SpringfieldCityHall.com

Or mail: City Hall
 Springfield Community Preservation Committee

36 Court Street Springfield, MA 01103
or Telephone: 413-530-1268

                                                       CPC meetings - typically the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m.

Visit the Springfield Community Preservation website
       https://www.springfield-ma.gov/finance/community-preservation

                   www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCommunityPreservationCommittee   

 

mailto:CPC@SpringfieldCityHall.com
http://springfieldcityma.iqm2.com/Citizens/Calendar.aspx

