


ENHANCING MERRICK PARK 

Springfield CPA Proposal from the Armoury Quadrangle Civic Association (AQCA) 

in Conjunction with the Springfield Parks Department 

 

I.  GENERAL INFORMATION: OPEN SPACE & RECREATION QUESTIONS 

1.  Is the project in a wetland or does it abut a wetland?   NO  
2.  If so, has the Conservation Commission been informed? Not Applicable 
3.  If the project is on municipal park or conservation land, attach at letter of support from the 
 Park Commission – attached 
 

II.  NARRATIVE 

A.  Project Summary 

Merrick Park, at the corner of State and Chestnut Streets, has a long history of historical and 
neighborhood significance that cannot be overstated. Unfortunately, the history of this park 
and the heralded statue of The Puritan by Augustus St. Gaudens that stands at its center have 
been absent from public awareness for many years. Merrick Park has also been underutilized by 
the community that surrounds it. The park needs a major restoration to not only highlight its 
history, but also to make it more welcoming to the public. 
 
The neighborhood council along with the Parks Department proposes to undertake redesign 
and enhancements in order to have Merrick Park actually serve the residents of Skyview Tower, 
Classical Condominiums, the planned residential development of 195 State Street, and other 
neighbors and visitors. The funding is to cover site survey, design, including community 
engagement, engineering and construction. 
 

B.  Proposal Description 

Merrick Park, as part of the Quadrangle, is flanked by Andrew Carnegie’s Springfield Public 
Library and the acclaimed Springfield Museums. It also sits at the center of a neighborhood of 
residential properties that should be afforded a beautiful and safe green space for people to 
participate in myriad ways. 
 
Instead, neighbors currently describe Merrick Park “as a mess.” Inappropriate decorative 
grasses ring and obscure The Puritan statute for most of the year. There are other obscuring 
sight lines as well. There are difficult to climb paths that discourage going through the park to 
get to and from the Springfield Museums or the Central Library’s entrance.  
 
The St. Gaudens statue of Deacon Samuel Chapin has occupied Merrick Park since 1899. The 
Puritan, as the statue is called, is depicted on the flag of the City of Springfield as well as the 
logo for the Springfield Public Schools. The fact that the sculptor St. Gaudens had great 
admiration for John Brown (who met with Frederick Douglass in Springfield during the Civil War 
years) has been reflected in suggestions that The Puritan’s face has some features similar to 
those of John Brown. The importance of this statue and its place in history should not be 
overlooked in the Springfield curriculum. A letter of support for this project from the Springfield 
Historical Commission reflects this historical importance. The statue is in need of considerable 



restoration. We anticipate that we will be able to leverage the funds for statue restoration 
because of the CPA grant. 
 
The statue and its surroundings should be fully restored and improved with new walkways, 
seating, lighting, educational markers, landscaping and plantings, and areas that are inviting to 
participation from residents and families. Improvements that have been attempted in the past 
have fallen short of the extensive improvements that this site demands. 
 
With the promise of another residential property across the street at the former School 
Department building (and, before that, the historic Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance 
building), a developer that has promised to take an active role in adopting Merrick Park as a 
neighborhood asset, the time is right to get the job done and restore the park to its historical 
grandeur and ensure that it provides a welcome setting for existing and new resident 
participation.  
 
The schematic concept design envisions usable resting areas, spaces that the Library might use 
for outdoor programs, spaces for additional artwork that could complement Pynchon Plaza, 
spaces for sculptures that young children could sit on, encouraging families to enjoy the Park, 
and more.  The latter will be determined by a community design process that fits with AQCA’s 
current community outreach initiative. This design process will engage neighbors, which will 
encourage future use and stewardship by neighbors. 
 
C.  Feasibility & Sustainability 

The project is feasible because Merrick Park is owned and maintained by the Springfield 
Department of Parks, Building, and Recreation Management. The overall plan is for design and 
construction to be undertaken in 2022 to 2024. AQCA anticipates working with the Springfield 
Cultural Partnership to raise funds for statue restoration and for artistic enhancements such as 
done for nearby Pynchon Plaza. First Resources Development who is developing as income 
limited rental properties both 195 and 310 State Street has indicated a willingness to support 
ongoing maintenance and programming.   
 
D.  Applicant Experience 

The applicant, the Armoury Quadrangle Civic Association’s president, Betsy Johnson, has 
previously worked with the Parks Department on a CPA-funded project to install banners and 
interpretive signs along the Riverwalk. The requested grant will be received by the Springfield 
Parks Department who has a proven track record of following bid procedures and hiring a 
capable vendor for projects such as this. 
 
III.  TIMELINE 

Summer/Fall 2022:  receive approval from CPC for the project 
Fall 2022: Parks Department hires design consultant 
Winter/Spring 2022-2023: Finalize design with community engagement 
2023 – 2024: Construction. 
 



IV.  BUDGET 

The $250,000 request is based on the past experience of the Parks Department for a scope of 
work that includes current site assessment, surveying, community participation, developing 
construction design documents, implementation budgeting, securing permits, and construction.  
A detailed draft budget is attached. The Parks Department will be providing in-kind project 
staffing.  
 
V.  ATTACHMENTS 

Letters of Support 
 City of Springfield Parks Commission 
 Armoury Quadrangle Civic Association 
 Springfield Central Library 
 Springfield Historical Commission 
 Springfield Museums 
Maps 
 Location map 
Photographs 
 4 views of current conditions 
Proof of Ownership 
 City of Springfield GIS map/Property Record Card 
Other 
 Draft budget 
 Conceptual redesign 













 

▪ ▪

▪
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▪

 
 
 
 
 
March 30, 2022 
 
Springfield Community Preservation Committee  
Springfield City Hall  
36 Court Street, Room 412  
Springfield MA 01103 
 
Dear Community Preservation Committee Members, 
 
As President and CEO of Springfield Museums, I am happy to submit a letter of support for the 
restoration of Merrick Park and their application to the Community Preservation Committee that would 
make this work possible. 
 
Merrick Park is part of the Quadrangle and is significant historically. Unfortunately, the park has not 
been consistently maintained for years and The Puritan statue as well as its environs need some real 
attention. I am in support of their goal to provide an attractive and safe space for Springfield residents 
to enjoy. The quadrangle offers a park-like retreat ʹ the kind so necessary for the social well-being of 
our city residents. I wholeheartedly believe the preservation work done here will benefit the quadrangle 
and neighborhood as a whole. 
 
AƐ ǇoƵ ǁell knoǁ͕ ƚhe ǁoƌk ƚo ƉƌeƐeƌǀe oƵƌ ciƚǇ͛Ɛ hiƐƚoƌic spaces is deeply necessary. We are grateful to 
support these meaningful projects together, in community. 
 
I urge you to support the application for the full restoration of Merrick Park for the benefit of the City 
residents and visitors who come from throughout the region to visit the Museums and the other 
downtown cultural attractions. 
 
Thank ǇoƵ foƌ ǇoƵƌ conƐideƌaƚion of oƵƌ neighboƌ͛Ɛ application.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kay Simpson 
President/CEO 
Springfield Museums 
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