SPRINGFIELD NEWS AND COMMENT.

SCENES ABOUT THE UNION DEPOT.
i )
THE COMING AND GOING OF TRAINS.

‘A Picture of Conf:
Buat Method and

Employes. . B

Of all the busy, bustling, clamorous scenes
of activity in this beautiful city, thereis
noné busier, noisier, or more sugzes‘iyq of
ceaseless energy and progress than that
.upon w}lioh‘ the great stone towers of the
union station look down day after day—the
ebb and flow of travel and trade. Never the
same two days in succession,. as’ to the

thro;xg; that come and go, there isstilla won--

‘drous” uniformity of day -witlszrlay. when
viewed from the merely material'stand-poiut,
&nd. a thorough understanding of the “vast
clock-work by which everything moveson
and dovetails in harmoniously, can only be a
* 'souce of wonder and admiration at the per-
fection of detail 'acliievable by the human
brain. Gothere when you will, and fo the uu-
practiced eye the sceme will seem alittle
pandemonium,. with its trains of all sorts
pulling 1n, atarting out and backing down;
erratic “switchers,”” pufiing, snorting and
rushing® back and forth in veritable iree-
dance fashion, and specimens of all sorts and
conditions of . izen-. running up and down
with faces expressing every .ewmotion
from sharp anXiety to blank despair. Women
who would be self-possessed in a buraing
honse or sinking ship, succumb to the high
nervous pressure brought to bear in the. pro-
cess of changing cars, checkingtrunks and
keeping out oi wrong trains, and chiiaren
who never cried before take. this occasion to
begin. . .

Still, there is ‘method in all this madness,
and many & period is there in"the day when
the perfect gorgeand crush by the simul-
taneous arrival of three or four trains will be
suceeeded iz a tew minutes by the most per-

~ fect calm. Thé drowd makes short work of

getting out on Main street, frequently ina
perfect jam of the narrow, temporary walk;
the irains back down into the yards without
‘losing a muinule, and while.the spectator is
Tubbing his eyes the theater of operations is
.vacated. Iv is but for a moment, however,
angd the rigkt of way goes the next moment
to some great rumbling- freight, alt the way
from the western prairies, which pulls

. through with a volcanic expulsion of cinders,
at what is'meant to be a {rantic rate of speed.
ButTreights bave no place in the race when
passenger trains are concerned, and they can
just stay outside, and puff and whistle, ana
fame, as they wait_ for their betters to be
served. They circulate in the lower stratum
of railway society, and must await the pléas-
ure of the switchmen who stand as senticels

. with flags of white, blue and yellow, which,
 when waved, give the right-of way to trains
from the west, south ana north, respectively;
a red flag being the danger signal. The flags
are replaced. at night, . of course, b¥F colored

lights, and the pyrotechnic display of red,-

green, blue and ‘white that so mystifies the
uninitiated, bas a“language all i1s own, and
one tbat is worth learming if for nothing
more than the satisfaction of knowing :the
most picturesque detail of what is at best an
adventurous and risky business.. -
A whole day spent at the station and in the
railroad yards, might give a man plenty of
. pew ideas; were he familiar with railroads
from his infancy. Lef bim stroll up Main
street at dawn and turn up the narrow walk
as the first train of the new day pulls out for
New York with a rush and roar thet is suc.
ceeded by a temporary silence. Then les bim
wait around till 6.05 o’clock,” when business
begins in earnest, with the arrival ‘of
the Albany -express and, if it be Sun-
day, the fast paper train from -New York.

“ Then thé early express fof Buston ard the

‘aécommodation -for - West. Springfield, are
backed uly; leaving 10 minutes later, the lat-

ter being the first of & long procession of way-—+{——a.

trains bearing laborers to their- work in all
__the_outlying districts. The first train for
Holyoke goes at €.30, the short trip to Bright-
wood is made 10 winutes later, and mean-
* whkile the accommodations from Northamp-
ton and West Springtield bave pulled in
amicably side by side. The train. for Long-
meadow and New York starts’ exactly at 7,
and is met just below the yard by a compan-
.ion irow the south which disgorges a motley
concourse picked up at all the near way sta-
tions, and_is backed down whiie the way
trains for Boston aud Northampton are made’
up. These depait reluctantly at-the same.
mowment, with' passengers whose errands are
_similar, and who are uropped at their places
of work all along:the road.” The crowd, whick
Jas.been near bigh-water mark, falls off with
their départure, the “\Westtield scoot,” which
leaves at 7,30, taking a-good part of those te-
maining. .

Those who would go, up on the Atuol
branch wust be early riscrs “and mazke the
7.40 train or wait till evening, and the places
of those who do this are more than filled as
tlre  heavily-loaded train  from Holyoke
comes in upon their.beeis. Then thereis a
scene of jostie aud bustle and’ push i the
effort. to get out on the street in the firsi
rush, aud the way is cleared for the . load of’
2 second accommodation from the souths at
7.50. The through train for Montreal starts out

" at 8, the Brightwood special follows at 8.05,
and then there is d comparative lull, quickly
seized upbn by the freight trains waiting
without the gates, or across the bridge—
swhich is the same thing.
their timne, however, for the Chicopee Falls

-train has the rizht of way in at 8.15, a way
train from Buston at 6.42, and another fzom
Greentield at 8.50; while nothing must stand

:ig the way of the 8.55 as it pulls ous for
Albany. ‘The strikiog of the hour is followed
by the coming of a load of pilgrims from
Bridgeport and  wagy-stations, which is
followed by—2z siwilar tonsi
Pittstield at .10, Five minutes later the
morthern train goes out and the Bosion
express gathers itsclf up to launch ont on its
fast run, ~

Noibing" more but noisy “switchers” and
heavy freights for 10 minutes, when the
accowmmodation leaves for New York with a
load of passengers, few of whom will stay by
tiil the final stop 3t Forty-second streef.
Bai now comes the express from Boston at
8.4Y, ruskingon- across the bridge and off
through the Berkshire hitls after a four-win-’
ute stop, and the lazy time oi day is atan
end. Chicopee IFalls -pcople make up the
load thar is taken up the road at 10 o’clock,
and during the pext 25minuies-in come the

* “accommodations from Northambion, Atho,

Westtield and New York. Another train
foes up the River road at 10.35, one comes
down from. the Falls at 10.50, and 11 o’ciock
is the signal for the departure of the ubiqui-
tous “Westtield scoot,” and the arrival of
trains irom the nortb and wess. The way-
; irain from Albaby jis on hand in ajiffy,
 pauses five minutes before resuming its
Journey, and Incets its counterpart just out-
side the ¢ity. Then cowes the eXpress{rowm
Boston, to which Springfield is but o station
on the way to Albany, followed by another
winch is content to siay its mad career and
be backed into the yurd for a good wash.
More prople..start for Chicopee on the 11435,
and more yet are off for New York on the
train that goes out side by side with it—so
pear each other

and  so long. together
that passengers in  gpposite ! windows
begin  to iecl  acquainted. And  so
comes. in  Ligh noou, with the train
from Norinainpton prompt to ihe micute,

and ba again up the road zfter five win-
utes’ grace.
"The ficights have a fair chance ‘now
~snd  then between moon and /1 o'clock,
the next trainsin being - the New York ex-
press at 1227, the way-train frotd White
_River Junction three winutes later, and an-
pther New York express at 12.45. The New
Yorkers' ure in the ‘dining-room with one
juup, and between the two trainfuls, the
waiters have a bad quarter of an hour. How-
sver, the ‘through express is off for Boston
8¢ 1249, and their Iabors are lightened, The

te the U s:
Order for 'Buﬁltnd

They must watch.

zoment {rom-

balf-hour after 1o’ciock seas he incomlng
and outgoing of five Coouecticut River
trains, and an express pulls in from Bostop at
141 and out again for New York. Tiean
cotes another calm till 2,13, when an accom-
modation plods off toward Albauy, whisiling
to keep its couruge - up, and the .inswstent

uality of Chicopee people is impressed ugon
the observer by the arrival of afother load of
embzyo mayors and sldeimen. New York
apd {Vorcener are heard “from next, snd
alarmed at the constant infiux of humanity,
| a heavy load of citizens IS exported to North-
ampton, Trains froin tké mnorth and south
come in together again, and the latter speeds
on 1o Bosion. And so béfore one knows it
comes 3 o’clock, when every man. -is on the
jump, when .passengers ats crowded inthe

terian voice of genial- Joun Kirby is atits
loudest - as he  calls out the tracks
.where __the trains for New York,
New Haven, Hartford, Holyoke, North-
ampton, and Chicopee. are to be. found.
Then too, does Ofticerr Thomas
prove himself ‘s helper to the bewildered
women who throng around him as he looms
up, big and buriy, head and shoulders above
the taﬂlest ot ils interlocutors. But the
‘trains are out again in 15 minutes, twoup and
one down the road, and- there is, quiet once
more. The “Waesttield scout” babs up agaia
directly, but a passenger train. ffom the
- Chicopes branch at 3.55 is the -only other
disturbing element for. 45 minutes and the
freights have things all their own way. ’
This is the time of day when  the switch-
met, flag-men and baggage-smasherssnatch a
little relaxation, and they certainly hiave the

. colored spectacles as they  sitv ‘around to-
gether and joke - as they waten the long
fréights tearing -through; snatch a ride to
the yard and back on some wandering
switcher witk: a load of “empties;” or seize
the opportunity to get an uninterrupted
whiff at the cut-plug that £ills’ each weather-
beated pipe. Then there is generally a vocif-
erous stranger or two with & strong .breath
and quarrelsome disposition ; and, aliogether,
there is no* lack of entertainment. Mean-
‘1 while the 4 o’clock train-east hus been made
up and starts ous on the minute—genvrally
with-some disappoeinted man chasing it for
some distance down the track. Once mors
goes out, the *Wesitield scoot” with a
switcher pufling along” in the rear, and the
big “hog” engiue that has been impatiently

right of way takes ity
the waving of wihité flags and pulls
its regulation load - of 33 cars. ever
the. crossing at . the prescribed rate
of six "“.miles an ‘hour. Tiie *“‘Hartiord
local,”  which bhas been muads upw dowan
in the southern yard, backs up.ai'4.1y, and is
off 20 minutes later; and meanwhile the
crowded express from St<Albans rounds the
curve, and a through freight, a *‘pickup,”
and a mixed “switcher’-load rumbie through
the station and across the bridge.
Another long express from Northampton
at 5 o’clock, and another rush for the street.
Then a freighs from the Atliol brauch—and
the Chicopee train js in, closely followed by
the Northampton accommodation. ' The inde.
fatigable “Westfield scoot” shows up at 5.25,
and in its wake, pight after night, comes a
procession of four single engines from the
ards. to take out she trains for Adhol,
aimer, Pittsfield and Boston.. Then the
Connecticut River train backs upon the spur
track, or No 3;and there are generaily iwo
or three badly rattled passengers who bave
to be dragged off the crossing by the ever-
watchful sentizel, W. B. Coote. Theun. the
Atboi train comes iu, the Boston express 13

. cue trom

Louls, with ity sleeping and drawing-room
.cars with high sounding pamee, piles up the
agony by filling up the last of the four tracks
now in“use.- Evarything is -out of the way
presently, however, and for three minutes
the” tracks aré.—cieared. Then come tle
long tbrough train from Vermont, with a

5.55 express from the East thunders in with
atremendous convoy Of passenger cars, every
one. crowded. N

lamps flash @p in unison, and they shine on

esgue scepe of-all the busy day.:- Thereis
alyays inspiration ip a crowd, and the crowa
thit pours in now is something worth seeing.
‘The waiting-room is fuil;. the restadrant is
full; the platformns 2re jammed; every nook
and corner tut one is erowded. The one ex-
.ception is the room so ¢ouspicuously lzbeled,
“For women ouly.” *It is ceimnfortable, well
lighted and ccmmodious; but strange to say;

womeLn absolutely will not stay. The Hol-
.yoketrain bribgs the first important détach-
mcut«,of the armny of workers who set vut in
the edrly morning,. a0d irem now oo 10730

porth takes outa corresponding load and
equals things up by dropping mostof themn
at Holyoke.

dation from Albaby and the Boston c¢xpress,
which goes south directly as ilie New York
slimited. Another- train from Holyoke is
sigoaled in at 6.32, and more careless people
are” snatcbed irom destruclion asit backs
down from the spur after disgorging its

off at 6.10, the former wmaking the biriclest
of stops on its way from Boston, and apain
ihere is peace, till a load of- theater-goers
frem the Chicopee branch, a way rrain from

puliin, all within 10 wminntés. The North-
ampton train leaves on the nalf-hour, the ex-
press for Boston a minute later, and the
‘departure of another train for the Falls clears
the'tracks for the arrival of the 745 train
down. " Then the express from Albany shoots
across the bridge and up the track in obedi-
ence to the long row of green lights and the
white lantern waved by Switchman Mott,
the grizzled veteran cf 20 years’ service, and
the departure of the Montreal express shows
that 1t ig'8 o’clock, . .
Iiis guiet enough from now op, aiways re-
mewbering that freight-trains ate counted
out. An express for Boston at5.10, 2 local for

New Haven 15 minutes later, and another that
comes down the river at .03, are the only
breaksup to 9.30 o’clock ; when traius from
Boston and Chicopee Falis come in tozether
apd stop in neighborly proximity. . The Dos-
ton express,which arrives at 9.54, is off across

the bridge with little cereumiony, and
a lot of Holyokers go up stream at
120 o’clock.” The Falls train is in at

10.15, the New York express at  10.30,
-avd a Holyoke train on the bext duarter.
The River road is doing.ail the Lusiness
now, and {wo tore trainy are sent up the
road within five minutes of each otlier. Then
comes the 1142 frotn the Athol branch, the
positively last appearance ol the Chicopee
Falils txgin'at 11.50, and it is midnight. The
next hour sees only the arrival oi-two scant-
ily patronized way-trains from the south.
From now.on an'occasional - express is the
only mocturmal visitor of the louely and
alwost deserted station, but the switchman

in.kis suug lobby has to keep.just as wide
awake as -Lou Aldrich by . day. The
Albany  express comes snorting ‘and
_tushing  up the track. to its jour-

ney’s, end at 1 o'clock, and the Adams
“express from Boston is in at 1.30.
ison time from -the east at 153, and,is off
again for New-York. Thg Adams express
waits lersurely till 2.08 before stariing on its
trip south, and the last two arrivals of the
night are the accommodation and express
from New York at 2.35 and 3.02. The latter
speeds on its way east with but little delay;
ihe first train for Albany is off into the dark
18 winutes Jater; apother starts for New
‘York av the bright and early hour of 5.49,
and the whole unendinground begins once
wore with the coming of the dawn,

waiting-room _ like sardines; while the sten-.

Coots |

waiting on the bridge and whistling tor the’

{ backed up,”and the loRg express from St-

long train frow. Holyoke on its heels, and the |

s dusk is falling, the long rows of electric,

what is the busiest, noisiest, most pictur-’

it1s the one spot on the ‘premises where '

o’clock they keep vouring in.  The 6.15 train”

The “Owl’

sppearance of seeing ~life through rose-}

3.

Thé vext 15 minutes sees the |
arrival of the Aibany express, thé accowino |

load. The New Haven and Athol tra:ns are.

4 New Haven, and an express from New York ~



