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» | games nnd somo things to wear.”

|Station Boss Plays Santa

To Little Girl-And How!

'Youngster Who Sent Her

Letter to “Union Station,

City,” Had a Peculiar Inspiration—But Read How
“Union Station, City,” is Responding

Any ono would say ihat wherever
Santa Claus really docs dwell or hava
his ofico—and the exact lo¢atlon ls n
matter of some dispule—it was prob-
ably not fn a large modern raflrond
stition, with its army of busy people
engaged n switching tralns, ‘![h”l!i!
tickets, divectlng  passeng d
londing and unlnnd&ng n'amllnll\(ms
stncks of mall and express, But for
onco the obvious answer sould be
wrong. A letter for Santa Claus was
delivered at the Springfleld Unton sta-
tlon tho other day, and there is every
reason to belisve that It was sent to
the right nddress. .

One morning nbout n week ago
when  Statlon” Master - €. Raymond
TWeleh was looking over his mall he
found an envelape addressed.
child's hand \\!lh the mere words,
“Union  slatlon, ol There  wns
nothlng outslde to llitl‘cl\tc the eluslve
hrt l(mdlv persenage for whom the
sagg was Intended. 'Fho envelope

ooked as though it might contain the
informatlon that an umbrella or some
other article had bheen mdd\mkenﬂy
fott in one of the wnum«— roo
the lctter was no such eve
mionplace affalr. Mr \‘\’f']ch founa ﬂnl
n with the words, “Dear Santa

Ihe writer 1old “Dear Santa
that she was a little girl of 12

and
she hoped on his coming visit to

Springfield he wouwld be
her “n palr of stockin
games, nuts and candy.”

brothers and too sistors”
“They want some candy,

o bring
apd “some
“I have too
she added,
nuts  and
Ac-

companying this communication wns
anather mlssive, in unformed ehlldish
scrawl, carrying o sinilar . petition
from one of the “too brothers” a
youngsler.seven years old.

Mr Welch nofed that the lttle girl
haa appealed for clothing as well as

the things-which make up Christmas |

cheer and began considerlng  what
could he dana about tho letler. Fo
showed it to Willlam A. Iar: 9 the
day telegraph operator, and Mr Earyy
suggested that perhaps samcth(ng
coull bo done ahbout !t wight theve.
During_the day he . consulted Mrs
Lydin @. Sikes nuun attandant of
the Travilors' Al d oclety, and asked
Tor it sho could mae inquirfes about
tho family. Mrs Sikes visited the
home, which is in  the - Watershops
seetlon, nnd.reported that the fnther
was working on part time, with enrn.
ings of $1§ to-$20 n week., The lttle
i) who' had wrltten the letter was
found to bo the oldest of tha five chil-
dren, and gpother child had recently
dled.

On recelving this. fnformation,” Mr
Barry elreulated a snbseription paper
amonz statlon ecmployes. Up to ves-
terday 76 persons had  contributed
small sums, and nearly $24 had been
talsed, When Saturday night comes,
i colleetion of food, candy and lHttle
presents will be senl to the house In
the Wrtershops section, nnd the bulk
of the money will bo turtied over ta
the father rnd mother to pormit them
to. buy clothing that the childven need,
The ltlle gl wha sent her snnt:.
Clnuse lelter to “Union station,"elty”
n peculine inspiration.  But
“Union statlon, clty’ 15 vesponding.
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