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Higher Market Value: the asking price is potentially higher when a 
confluence of good design features are present

Competition: good design can differentiate your work from others

Selling Fees: less need for “staging” the home in order to sell it; mature
landscape increases market value

Design and Psychology: buyers are enticed when they recognize 
good design and quality construction

Quality of Life: homeowners/renters appreciate their dwelling in the 
community

Community Image: homes which are architecturally related to older 
homes in Springfield enhance the neighborhood identity

The Value of Good Design
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Site-Specific Building Orientation: lower energy cost, better ventilation, 
more yard space=fewer resources used up

Windows: solar gain during winter=lower heating bill
solar reflectance during summer= lower cooling bill
windows on all sides increases “eyes on the street”

Public Front Porch: helps foster community connectivity = better
neighborhood security

Good Proportions: taps people’s perception of beauty = increased 
market value

Trim & Details: can increase the warmth and character of a home = 
increased market value 

Quality Building Details: safeguards the building investment
Cement Board Siding: reduces fire insurance cost (considered masonry 

material), increases paint lifespan
Roof Pitch: potential for improved attic ventilation; potential storage or 

growth area; potential longer roofing lifespan

Building Strategies
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Private Backyard Fence: provides secure space for private gatherings,  
pets and families with small children

Parking: garage-fronted houses reduce the potential for front windows 
which increases electrical energy needs; additional costs 
incurred for house with integral garage

Walkway Material: a concrete walk can withstand the freeze/thaw 
cycle in New England better than asphalt

Separate Driveway from walkway: less hazardous to children
Landscape Design: potential to reduce “on-site” drainage cost + looks 

beautiful!
Native Plant Species: will survive more “naturally” in Springfield
Shade Trees: reduces summer cooling cost of building
Fences: chain-link fosters a feeling of community insecurity and threat; 

wood and vinyl fences are friendlier yet provide security

Site Strategies
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Across North America, and around the 
the world, the value of a community is 
is associated with the quality of its built 
built environment.

Overview: Buildings Give Physical Shape and 
Value to the Community
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Building Classification: Architectural 
Types and Styles

…Then you are asking about 
the building “TYPE”

Is it a townhouse?

A duplex? 

A house?

An apartment building?
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…then you are asking 
about the “STYLE”

Victorian

Colonial

Shingle

Is it a Colonial?

A Victorian? 

A Contemporary?

A Craftsman?

Building Classification: Architectural 
Types and Styles
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Type: Bungalow

Style: Craftsman (subset of Arts and Crafts)

Type: Large single-family

Style: Arts and Crafts

Architectural Types and Styles in Springfield
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Type: Gable-Front Vernacular 

Style: National/Queen Anne Details

Architectural Types and Styles in Springfield
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Type: Duplex

Style: National

Architectural Types and Styles in Springfield

Type: Duplex

Style: (not defined)



DIETZ & COMPANY ARCHITECTS
C I T Y   O F  S P R I N G F I E L D
SPRINGFIELD PATTERN BOOK

Type: Rowhouse

Styles: Victorian-Second 
Empire

Architectural Types and Styles in Springfield

Type: Rowhouse

Styles: Colonial-Georgian
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Architectural Types, Styles and Details 

Some Common Problems
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Without community design standards 
and controls the same designs that have 
been used in suburban developments 
are often imported to infill lots.

Neo-Eclectic Style at Infill Sites

This new house with an overhanging second floor 
and staggered openings is inappropriate for 
Springfield’s older neighborhoods.

Architectural Types and Styles
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Without community design standards 
and controls the same designs that have 
been used in suburban developments 
are often imported to infill lots.

Neo-Eclectic Style at Infill Sites

Architectural Types and Styles

This garage-dominant, neo-eclectic design does 
not relate to the adjacent historic buildings.
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Architectural Types and Styles

Consistent Styles and Details
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Architectural Detail Standards for Springfield



DIETZ & COMPANY ARCHITECTS
C I T Y   O F  S P R I N G F I E L D
SPRINGFIELD PATTERN BOOK

Entrances at Single-Family Homes

Asphalt is 
reserved for 
drives, but is 
inappropriate 
for walks Pavers and planting create a 

welcoming entrance

Private concrete walks connect to the public sidewalk
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Entrances at Single-Family Homes

Front Porches should be large enough to 
provide a comfortable sitting space to talk 
with passers by. Elevated porches feel safe.

Entry/Porch landscaping 
heightens the perceived 
value of the home

Minimal Landscaping with no 
sizeable porch leads to a barren 
feeling
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Entrances at Two-Family Homes

Utilities should not dominate 
the entrance view

Utilities discreetly 
located at front corner
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Entrances at Two-Family Homes

Front Porch details 
should be in scale with 
the main building

No Front Porch is 
inappropriate for 

Springfield’s 
older 

neighborhoods

Front Porch columns and 
details are in scale with the 
window trims
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Building Base Details

YesNo

Bump-out 
looks fake

Good
!
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Window & Door Details

YesNo

YesNo

MISSING TRIM 
& SILL

CORRECT
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Window & Door Details

MISSING TRIM

YesNo

Yes

No

CORRECT
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Missing Head 
Trim

Missing Jamb 
Trim

Missing Sill 
Trim

Traditional Wood Window
“6 over 6” describes the glazing divided 
by window muntins, also known as lights

Contemporary Clad Window

Window Installation Details
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Window Installation Details

Traditional Wood Window Contemporary Window Unit

New window units can be 
trimmed with traditional 
elements: jamb & head 
trim, sloped sill
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Roof/ Eave Details

YesNo

YesNo

CORRECT

INCORRECT
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Springfield Residential Design Guidelines:

In Progress…
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